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Tht pꝛekate. 


arable: is pꝛoperlie one thing, 
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Lontrarilie :ſcanncd and vſed ill, 

Like il likewiſe, the fruſte a mounteth vntill. 

B9herfoze , befoze entrance to ſcanning here: 

In p:eſent parable here to appere, 

Firſt to indutt ( foꝛ to conduct) the watſe: 

How readers and ſcanners: redille mate: 

Right ſcanning (in right reading) here purchaſe, 

Good readers: reade and ſcan (rightlte) this caſe. 

There chaunlt af once : at one fapꝛe glaſſe to bee, 

Them ſelues tatire at onte, fayꝛe women thzee. 

where one an other enuide: till all were dꝛeſt, 

noho might (when all weare dꝛeſt) ſeme dꝛeſled belt. 

But in the time of trimming of their geare: 

There fozcheads ſtriking vp: bꝛopding their heare: 

Facing and laying it: with euerie thing: 

Lookte in the glaſſe : directing trim trimming, 

In all this time: theſe women euerpchone, 

Behelde eche sther : but them ſelues not one: 

That in theglaſſe: bpon her ſelfe caſt ipe, 

Good oz ill firing ( in her ſelfe) teſpie. 

One heare ley low: one other lap to hie: 

On this ſide : oz on that ſide: cleane aw2ſe. 

But herevpon: when eche had other eſpide; 

In tire attred: alla mie o wide, 
* A it 


That of an other doth concetuing bzing. 
Pea: (oftentims ( as parables are ſrand, 
One ſcoze of things: by one, be vnderſtand. 
| 2 8 Eche one of all: ſcanned and vſed well, 
m Mate teache the ſcanner good: to take t᷑ tel. 
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THE PREFACE. 


Fo2d in all thzee : what inward ſpozt there was, 
Ethe one to ſe an other, in that glas. 
All thꝛee ſoꝛe ſweld: but be it beſt oz wurtk: 


'Z wayne mult vent vpward ſtreight : oz both muſt burt, 


While margret went a ſide: her pins to fet, 
Marian and margerie: back they both get. 

To touch thatire,of margaret thus wozne. 
Betwene them twaine, to laugh that third fo ſtoꝛne. 
Marion ſaide to Margerie: ſe you not, 

How Meg is dzef*, pes Madge (quoth ſhe) god wok, 
Might not a beetill blind beaſt: bzing to paſſe; 

To dꝛeſſe her ſelfe as well at any glade, 

Pes madge: and with one Jie: can now ſe; 

What ſpots (vnſene to her) in her face be. 

Pe Mall(quoth Madge) J thinke J ſhould il hie mes 
To d2eſſe my ſelfe ſo ill: the glaſſe ſo nie me, 

God hath done his part: he hath a good face, 
Vobich gift of Sod, her ſelfe doth ill diſgrace, 


| Marion at this: ſtepping fro margerie, 


Margret to Margerie: fepth by and bie. 

And ſtreight of Marion ; margret falth in hand: 
How fer from frame: Marions a tyꝛe doth and, 
Madge and Meg finding laute: at marion moze, 
Then Madge and Marion: found at Meg befozs., 
The thirde toꝛſe was: that madge did ffart a ſide: 
whearwith Marion to Meg: haſtelie hide. 

And Wargeries atpꝛe: they ſet a bꝛoche, 

As pll (oz woozle (the wozle her to repꝛoche,) 
Zhen ſhe was tierde indeede. Thus all theſe thzee; 
Deulded thzile in twaine, did thzile agree: 
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Eche twayne, the thirde to mocke and gelſfe vpone: 
Tyll euerie one, had mocked euerichgne. 
Eche mocking others faute: they fautie all. 
Eche mockers mocke,moft on her ſelfe did fall, 
This done, one of theſe thzce to the glalſe went: 
No face but hers, then being repzeſenf. 
VWhere ; when the did her ſelfe onlie behold, 
Her cilent light: her foe follie ſo told: 
That marking firff her ſelfe, her ſelfe ſhe a tierde. 
And then the reit, (in they; atyze)deſierde, 
That cche vpon her ſelfe:wolde ſet ſure ipe, 
Ere ſhe caſt ipe on other, low oz hte. 
Thep doing ſo: all weare atired ſs, 
That whether a part, oꝛ they together go: 
Had they bene willing: they had bene vnable, 
Sparke oz ſpek to ſpie: diſtommendable: 
Ech in others atire. which women and glatte, 
Are a glaſſe. this booke, and readers to tompaſle. 
In ſcanning ſente to towch men in this booke : 
As glaſſe lookers lookte: if booke readers looke: 
De vpon him:and he on him: to ſtan: 
Sente moſt and beff, naſe moſt and wozlk thei tam 
Scanning who is the ſpider: who the flie; 
Neither of either: to him ſelfe taplie?: 
Scanning no whit: by ſcanning here to ſe: 
In caſe ſpiders; in taſe files: all ſcand maſe be, 
Glaſſe looking: and booke reading: in ſuch wiſe, 
Map well be ſcand, one lyke vaine ererſiſe, 
Who that this parable doth thus define, 
This parable thus, is his and not mine, 
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THE-PREFACE.. 9 
To this, this one thing J muſt mind you to minde. 
Conterning ſpiders, flies, and eke thants kinde. 
voheare J : their naturall operacton: 
With the largeſt enlarge: tenlarge fonndacton: 
vSheron J frame this top ſtozie: here to lee, 
As both: both in length and bzeadth : mate moſf agree, 
This (oz this cauſe) ſtrecht themoze long and wide, 
I pꝛaie you beare with me: wheare it is ſpide. 
Wherin : my laut maie ſeme ſamwhat the lelſe, 
That wiſer men then J (in like pꝛoteſle,) 
Pane done the like. and late: one wiſe and olde: 
In an old boske did reade (as heme told.) 
That when ſo euer ſpiders, lies, and ants ſpeake, 
Thetr appꝛopꝛid pꝛoperties, they likewiſe bꝛeake. 
Which it them ſelues do: ye will graunt J hope: 
That J (doing it foz them) map haue like ſcope. 
Thus wiſhing wilhinglie: in reading this, 
Readers: to reade and ſtan: all ſententis: 
As we fir marke and mend our ſelues:and then, 
To marke: to mend: the fautes ofother men: 
Vithout moze ſcanning here: J now herein, 
End tirtumſtaunte, the ſubſtaunte to begin, 
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: | falk?,fand 
Though weerie wythered hart?, plate thanlike part 
Lonertly coucht in bed, them ſelues to hyve 
Pet hart} ofluſd, the bed cannot abyde. 


But bp they mulk, p2ofe of that luſt to make 

In whiche line cherefull tyme, it chaunced me 

That how ferre night, oz how nie date m 

. th 

Dfdaunyny of the date, warnyng to ſhowe, 

Upon whiche admoniſton I aroſe, < 

Gut by the tpme, that I toulde get me out, 

The dale apeereth and ſo bꝛode bzeaketh loſe, 

Feadyng mine eye, at large to loke about 

The kleldẽ, ſo frethe, that be ye out of dont 

- Fozſanour, ſight, andheringe eche byrdꝭ voie 
No chaunge could chaunte, to thooſe the better choyle, 


whiche J (reioyſynglie) herde and behelde 
Tyll ſuche time as the ſonne, was cum in ſight, 

Do that the dew (drawne by his powze) mull pelde 
From therth to thaire, from whence it fell thatnight 
And haupng herein had mine appetight = 

J made returne (temprately to remapne) 
I Rd at: 
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THE SPIDER 


vOhere as (anone) a booke J tooke in hand 
Some thinge to reade, to fode foozth fantaſie 
And ſtepping to a window, there to ſtand, 
In at a lattes hole, right ſodenlie 

Euen at a fling, faſt flew there in a flit 
That ſang as ſhzill, and freſhlie in my minde, 
As any byꝛde toulde do, bzedde ol that kinde. - 


About the parler flew this tlie full rounde,. ' 

And as apeerde: he ſonght foz foode in deede, 

But when in no wile, ought wolde there be founde, 
In to the buttrie (haſtelie) he yeede 

And trale in to the almerie to feede, 

vohere he (at pleaſure) triumpht vncontrolde, 
Till he had there (at will) wzought what he wolde. 


From whenſe (anone) couragtouſlte he flang 
Now here, now there, of winge he made no ſtoze, 
But foz a flie oh lozde how he then ſang. 
A wo notes aboue his highelt note befoze, 

Voherin, encreaſt his courage moze and moze, 
He flew, he friſk, he toſt, he turnde about, 

The flie ol flies, no lie Jtrow ſo ſtout 


But as the firmament moſt cleere and blew 
The golden ſonbeames bent to bewtifte 
The courtaine dꝛawne ol clowdie weeping bew 
withdꝛaweth and chaungeth, that chziſfall aſure ſkis 
From blew to blacke : ſo fareth it with the flie. 

Ampd whole top, at window to haue paſt, 

A copweb maſkth his winges and maketh him falk. 


Thus 
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Ebus channce hath (by exchaunge) 

That ſovainly he loſt his libertee Wade 
The moꝛe he wʒange, the faffer was he wꝛapt 
And all to thentreaſe of his ieoberdee, 
vohich parell, when he did tontetue and ſee 

| As made him leeme, welnie out ol his witte 
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bꝛeath and bzeaſf wolde beare, loudely 
And wofullie as any one flie can mens 


In folowpnge foozms, this wolull flie began, 
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CThe lamentacſonof the tlie, w declaracfon (partlie) 
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Fas, alas, alas and welawate, | 
To trie aloude alas, what cauſe haue 1 
Alas (I fate) that euer J ſawe this date, 
My whole eſfate in twinklpng of an eye 
Js here tranſfozmde from myzth to miſerit, 
Foz frowarde foztune hath led mpmys hap 
Tolay andlocke me in myns ennemies lap. 


Oh ſodapne ſoꝛowe, from ſetled ſolag, 
Foz ſo ſat J in ſolas: as me thought. 


Oh foztune, falſe flaterer that euer was, 


veg 


TABLE DIR 
vo ho while che was (oz rather ſeemde) mp kerende, 
Thapparaunce of hir pleaſaunt countenaunce 
:omiled me, my welch ſhoulde haue none eende, 
But lwikter then the ar doth ſeeme to glaunce 
That aſſemblaunce; turneth to diſſemblaunce, 
Myne ended welth, now turnde to endles wo, 
Ampd monge hir falſe flaterie, pzoueth ſo. 


And putting now hir fewrie here in vre 
Zhreatning the daunger of my life pꝛelent, 
Berfourmaunce therof doth appere as ſure 
as it in maner had experiment. 

Dir kewzie is a glaſſe right excellent 

Betwene fewzie and klaterie to deniſe 
Totake hir threats trew , and hir p;ameſle lieſe 


Flatere, and feturie, thus in bir this goſe, _ 
us hen the lpeaketh fapze, then bath che luſt to like. 
nohen ſhe ſpeaketh loule, then trewth ſhe will diſcloſe , 
which thinge ſhowth ſomwhat ſtraunge, but commenlit 
Jn man to man, mans vſe doth verifie, 
In loue, and hate, diſcloſpngtrewth and lieſe 
The ſelle ſhow ſhowde in dallie exercile,, 


In lundꝛie thinges experience doth tell, wolf 
Nofriende, with friende (4nfriendſhip) will be pie, 

As foe, with foe, will in his fewzte tell. 

Zoue, to tell doth ofte faz lone refraine, 
Hate hideth no tote vntolde la to remaine. . 
Lam, lockch intretvth,leaſftrewth might friend? dſpleaſe+ 
Hate, laſhth out trewth, foes to dilpleaſe and dileale. -* 
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Friendes in this caſe) will hide trewth, and ſhow lieſe, 
Foes (in this caſe) will hide lies and ſhew tre woch, 

Ok treweh that towcheth in dilpleaſant wile, 
Date htdeth nought, that memozie endewth 
In man, and foztune, who that fully vetoth, - 
How vſe of trewth, and lies herein hath gone, 
Shall ſe in both, (mall difference ſane this one. 


Foue cauſeth friendes.to hide diſpleaſant trowth, 
To kepe their friendes in quiet while thet mate. 
By loue in fciendes to friendes, a lothneſſe growth, 

In thing ertreeme, the trewth extreeme to late, 

U9here hiding ofthe trewth, harmeth no wait 

Oz that the trewth, is better hid then tolde 

There kriende, to friende, by lone will trewth with holde. 


But thole reſpectes, foztune doth nought attend, 

Dtr hidden trewth, in pleaſaunt pzeſent ſhow, 

Is to begile, ſuch as on hir depend, 

wohen from hir grace, their greefe dnknowen ſhall grow 
Sp foze purpoſed, folowing onerth;ow. 

In quiet calme, ſhe hadoweth ſhipwzacke rockes, 

To make hir mariners hir mockyng fockes. 


And noting here (from hir pzoclaimed calme) 
How ſodenlie hir ſtolne ſtozmes, do ariſe 
Okt ioie longe ſought, late had, the ſodeine qualme 
I indge to be hir great top, to deniſe 

By hir which toy:my ſoꝛow in this wile, 
Teacheth me (J ſay) to ſay that J haue fatdc, 

And ſo much moze , as is next after laide, 


THE FyIDER 


vo hat ts long lſking life, the tyme once paff, 

{Except the ſame, haue bene oꝛderlie ſpent 
Thattounted audite date, muff tum at lat, 

vohen wooꝛde, and deede, with thought of eche entent, 

Shall haue a iuſt account, with like tudgement- 

wolde god fo all whiche dzedfull doubtfull doutes 

That J bad disd euen in my ſwadlynge tloutes. 


Fo; line we neuer ſ9 longe a time here, 

The tyme determined once that hence muſk wee, 
Then doth all wozlvelte pleaſure paſt, apere 
Guen as in deede it is, all vanitee, 

Whiche pleaſure hath bene longe polleſt in met 
I thinke in no creature liupnge moze | 

That euer liued here, a flie befoze. 


Full many a night, haue J eſcaped harme, 
when many a flie, to harme was bought and ſolde 


And many a night haue J lien cloſe and warme 
when many a tlie abꝛode hath died lo colde, 
And many a ftie the nap hath iobde amd iolde, 
v9hen J baue ſafely kepte from itobardee, 

My ſelfe,and all the flies, that folowde mee. 


v9herby (with fites) J was then ſo eſteemed 
That few thinges paſſed without my councell 
And where J paſt: there was no daunger deemed 
Noz no cauſe why, foz in all thinges that fell 
My woozke did then appꝛoue mp wit ſo well 
That nowbit cared J, what fite did know it, 


Ao pet how tar oz bzode al flies did blow it. 
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And where J was pꝛeſent, no fille wolde ſit, 
Noz pertely pꝛeaſe, to blow o bite one bit 
Till I were ſet, foz where were fleſhe oz liche, 
The choile of both was mine in euery diſhe. 


And J ſuppoſe as longe as meſent tence, 
Male keepe poſſeſt pofſeſſion peaſably, 
Lo ſtand in place and caſe ofreuerence, 

Is thing much pleaſaunt, to all files welny, 
Hut once in chaunged.cale as now am J. 
The pꝛeter tence, pzeſenclie takinge place, 

Then hath the pzeſent.cence loſt all his grace, 


Alas mp fopfull (oy of peſterdaie, 

How can it tut: mp carefall care pzeſent, 
Ot pleaſure paſt, remembzaunce doth ala: 
The pinche of pꝛeſent payne. right much augment. 
Then in this pzeſent caſe this conſequent, 
Lonclewdeth(J ſay) all pieaſurt paſt to bet 
Nought els, but vaniſhed vaine vanitee. | 


Thus lithe there now in charge of mp repzeefe, , 
Thole thinges, which J baue longe time glozted in. 
And —ůů—ů 

So ſhall hew uf my folp, neuer bu 
To bꝛuite defame; repozt of this diffrefſe, 
EY eee 
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As thus, the ſimpleſt flie whiche by my ſkoole, 
Js taught (ere this) of copwebs to beware, 
And ſeeth his maſter plate ſo far the foole, 
To be my ſelle now tript in the ſame ſnare, 
Shall by repoꝛte my folie full declare, 

us hiche ſurely hall amonge all flies ſuruiue 
As long as any one ſlie is aliue. 


And though, this fall, I take to be as cleane 
without my laute, as without remedie, 

And pacience the medſonable meane, 

To take all ſautles falles, reioiſinglie. 

And eke where no helpe, helpeth maladie, 

To make a vertue, of neceſſitee, 

Pet thole two poinctes, are poynctes to high foz ms, 


Foz be J faultie, oz be J faultles, 
Sins J, this dzeadfull daunger mut endure, 


J am not moꝛtitied to beare diſtres, 

And being cleereremediles from cure 

Df all mp paines, that putteth molt paint in dre, 

From ſtep, to ſep, ltretche on this raining later » 
No ſtep like that, ſfraineth daunger of dupaler- 


Fo: where as remedy; anieBeare,' , 
Hope (out of hunde) ſhoulde ſer me there about, 
As hope ofhelpe is dzownde, ſo I ſoꝛ bears 

All diligens, that hence might helpe me out, 
Thus though the caged byꝛde (with fomake fonts 
And voile right lweete) tun ling bis long? by tente, 
Pet can the fettredAe, fv; ſing no a 
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Example of my ſelfe, whole weeping eteſe, 
v9ith ſobbing lighinge harte, bewaileth my payne, 
Appeering ſuche, by ought J can ſurmieſe, 

As doth (in maner ) ſhow my death certaine, 
Namely if ſo the ſpider now remaine 
In this his manſhion, let here pzeſentlſe, 
Then dzed J doutles, here, foozthwith to die. 


Of ſuch a death as moſt abhozth vs flies, 
vobich, flies haue felt, and folke haue ſeene to plaine, 
Ok pꝛopertie the ſpider hath the giſe, 
Firſt to ſucke out, and ſo rate vp our bꝛaine, 
To his ſmall gain: and our moſt loſſe and paine, 
Thus hath it bene, thus is it, and thus halbe, 
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AND THE FLIF, 


Ulhat tyme the file, this to him ſelfehad ſaſde, 
About the houſe he taſt a dolefull looke, 
v9herwitth (to bꝛeake away) he made abzaide, 
voith ſuch a thꝛuſt, that all the copweb ſhooke, 
At whiche the ſpider ſtert, and freight awooke 
Out of ſounde ſleepe, full faft trembling foz feare, 
And feintlie ſpake(anone) as pe ſhall heare. 


Alas where am J: alas whence came J2 

Oꝛ whither ſhall A: what! this an erthe quake: 

Oz cometh the date of doome now ſodeinly? 

Nought eis (J trow) but that, my houſe coulde make 
Jn euery place toſhatter and to ſhake, | 
What is this buzzpng blumberinge trow we: thunder 2 
Holde houſe, alas my ſeelyng ttueth a ſander, | 


No parte hath reit, in all partes of this frame, 
From roofe to groundſill, within any roome. 
Is it the dinell ? oz is it our dame? 

Oz is it the page ? oꝛ is it the groome : 

Oz is it our maide with hir birchin bzoome ? 
Betwene the diuel, and all theſe. laſt and furff, 
The diuel take me, ik I can chooſe the wurft, 


But (ll, woozſe, and woozff, diuel, and all rogither 
Do me aſſaute as it (to me doth ſeeme, - 

Dath foꝛtune wzought my foes at this tyme hither, 

And not ſo much as warnde me to miſdeeme, 

Now fie on fickle foztune thus extreeme, 

And J defie the garde of ſuche a guider, 

Alas (this day) J am buta dead ſpider. 


Dl | Thele 
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Theſe wooꝛdes thus ſpoken, downe anone he ſanke, 
Lneling a while, deuoutlie on bis knee, 

And then rounde on a heape, to grounde he ank 
Aike an vrchyn vnder an tree. 

No felon, faſt in fetters fo; his fee, 

Noz ape in thaine, that ener lookte moze pale, 
Then lookee this lpider, after this tolde tale. 


So that chefe twayne, tand now in one eſfate, 
Fo: in like langour, both be now here led, 
And ol their lines, both like deſperate, 

Fo: now the ſpider, is as far in dzed, 
And by that dzed he is euen as neere ded, 
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THE SPIDER 


Howbelt anone, the ſpider well eſpide 

That ennemies were there none ſaue onely one: 
And him he lawe ſo ſafe, and ſarely tide, | 
That vp he ſkoode to ſtretthe him, and anone 
(His fozmer feare from him now bepng gone) 


To the top of his copweb, he ſtept boldelp, | 
And in theſe wozdes; began to common coldelp. 


v9ho are you that lithe there: ſpeake ił ye tan? 
Fozſooth (ſaide then the flie) ſy2 it is J, 
I be you I (quoth he) I pzay you than 
What J be you 7 tell me that by and by. 
rohar houſe teef, — quot "Y 
ou art the ſpider 
—— then —— 


And ther withall full turiouſſie he klang \ 
Towarde the file, but what tyme he eſpide him, 
Db loꝛd how his feat feete and handes he wang, 
Beſething his great god, that day to guide him, 
And from his moztall ennemie to deuide him: 
with out whole ayde, from which his foe: to flit, 
He ſaw it paſt a flies pooze polyzeand wit. 


And his dzeadfull diſpayze, was muche the maze wr 
To ſee how lpeedelte the ſptder ſpan, - 4 
All rounde about bis houſe eche ſpde to thoze, M4 
No weauing wozkman in this wozlde that tan 

v9eanethat like web of that like fuffe wouen than, 
In eche weake place is wouen a weauing caſk, 


Vr warde, tn warde, to warde the flir moze fall. 
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no dithe done, thele woozd? the ſpider lewrely ſulde, 
Thou auntient ene mie and arrant theefe, 

uoboſe lignage alwate bath ſhewde banner ſplaide 
Againſt my parentage to their great greefe, 

And now thy ſelle renewing thetic milcheefe 

with mallice of thine owne in vre to put, 

Art ſtolen in to my houle, my thzoate to tut. 


any llie, ſo much as now by ther, 
th;ew thy naked hart, J was fall warme 
Naked a bed, a fleepe ſo mote I thee, 
There as my wife :and all my children bee, 
i@here god knoweth what they do, oz how they do, 
Ey feare whiche thou at this time bʒingeſt them ta, 
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AND THE FLIKE 


A the ſpider art, 
where dis ſaide bedfelow and offpzing were, 
Saying theſe woozdes: nom good mine owne ſweete hart 
And my two babes be pe all of good there, 
The pꝛeſent cauſe of all your pꝛeſent fere 
That was the cauſe of all pour fearefull care, 


vohat hozeſon is it huſband, (quoth he) wife 
A fieſhe flie as big as a humble bee, 
That ſhall (if J lie ) ſurelie leeſe his life, 
The pongell ſpider there, at this tride he, 
. —— 
N en xe 
To bꝛing me ſome part of that tleche flies bzaine, 


How ſap ye to this babe (quoth the mother) 
voll ye here this vrehin of epght werkes olde, 


It is a babling bzat aboue all other , 

Pe (quoth the father) childe hardely be bolde. | 
pꝛicke ponge, that ſhalbe ſharpe folke hane tolde, 

Which ſheweth in thee, in that thou art enclinde 

To traue (thus ponge) actoꝛdyng to thy kynde. 


And wht he ſiver vlle in this wile, 
he ſiſe 


fl meane bee 
— Imigbt here, ſaying, J ſee | 
Like as muche contenſion tan nought 
So: to muche cowardile might all quayle, 


Lit Setwens 


| THL SPIDER 


1Betwene theſt two, cowardiſe and contenſlon, 
The ſpiders ire the rather to aCwage, 
Itempꝛately muſt tempꝛe mine inuenſion, 
To plead mpright in reaſon. not in rage, 
And ſens mp body lieth in iayle fozgage, 
My iapter faire and gentlie to beſeeche, 

That is (inflies, no flaterie but faire ſpeeche. 


From deſperate bart hope mabehme new loppity, | 274 
It J map obteine hearyng reaſonably, | 
I nother life noz libertet ſhall loſe, | 

But be let lowſe from bondage by and by, 

And here vpon the ſpider ſodeinely $ 

From where he was, returned backe againe, 

And ſtreight to gripe the flie began to ſtraine, 
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TY, SPIDER... 
I.. As ſt Jy boch bart and handes, 


Salve: res une pout bandes, 
Under tommaundment thus 
— 


VSHac bꝛute might 

bere (in 1177 me to murder, 
2 A dte, pabliſheno kurder. 

: (quoth the pen A dert 


; the cauſe | 
s openenongh, foza 
nolll not repaire — — 


Then 
The cauſe 


To here, what I tan in his matter lace, | 
So thou with ſpeede ſhow what thou haſt to bzeake, 
I(quoth the (plder)graunt to here the ſpeake, 


Thou haſt here bzoken : beholve thine owne warke, 
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From you, foz you J thinke it meete, 

To ſtep from me: aloofe': — moe lweete, 
The ſpider ſtepping backe a little wa, 
The flie cherwu (lomwhar Ughtned) vid lay; 


— 


—— 

— 
— 
— 


— 


| 


— 
— 


Hu 


ME 
| 


1 


% = 2453) Yo = 
N 6 YR VAT 
n 
3 


ll | i | 
IA 
| | ien 


ad 


8 
4. = 


f 


— — 
— 
— 
— 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— = 
— 
— 

—— 
—— — 
——— 
— 
— 
— — 
— —— 
—— 
——— 
— — 
— — 
1 — 
— — 
— — — 
— — 
— — 
—— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— 
— 
—— 
— — 
——5— 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— 
— 
— 

= 
— 


N [ | 


*. % . 
| 1 : | Y | 
L uud a E 
: — | | 


I [ad a | =- 


& 1 


— 


Maiſter 


* F 
N : 74\ * dn n 2 5 


A . 
2 2 1 f "RNA doc. APR ICH | 


— 


AND THE FAIL; 


. 
* * 9 „ „ — 5 4 i * | 4 
4 . Pod, n . mi ; "a * nn 3 7 re Sar ® ef; % *s 7 3 5 4 TFT. ——_— = 
8 * TY | fa nt SAR 1 a 3 3 r 7 
. U » - b 


T HI iD 


Pe though the tudge, hate thother partienodeele, = 
That ſelfe judge, him ſelfe, louyng moze then enough, 
Zelte right then enough , thother part may ſoone feele, 
Helle loue, to him ſelfe tender, ta the reft tough, _ 

Js, of iuſt tultice, neither rote, noz bough, 
Lone (namely ſelfe lone) Ae 

Js cheeke lodeſter of let}, in tuſtite ſhowing. 


Foz though cozrupe lone, and hate: contrariſe met. 
mene one ke ee both 1 pg Who degrne oaks 
ene pp in 
Ae xy 41a ou oe 
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AND THE i 
And in our caſe, were — * cake 


factes, if ſppders 
Right ſoone, — — 
D:aw vnto death, a hundzeth thowſand fliſe 
v9bich : will may do (it will ſhall knit the knot) 
vohether that we flies, offend oz offendnot, 


Howbett J hope pe will do inffice, ſache 
As map with this talk tulkice topne (ulfly, 
Jn mine atrounte pour wildome is to muche, 
To blot 83 blur your fame, foz aup fly, 
noherby J tand in truſt aſſuredly, 

Juff iudgement in this matter, now to haue, 
And other thing then that, J do none traue. 


THE — ü 


IM 
CI 
MING 


| 
| 


—— 


N Mi 


YN ny RF 
5Y n 


2 6065 „ N V - 


D 25 


aaa 
N 


ROSS / 
Fra ot i * 
F | =/ | 


MEU 


"it 
Ill 


Oil 


— — 
— 
— 
— 
— 
—— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— — 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
—— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— — 
— 
- — 
— 
—— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
——— 
——— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 


A 


8 


— — 
— 
— — 
— —— 
— — 
— — 
— 2——kz 
— 
— — 
— — 
— — 
—— 
— 
——— 
— — 
—— — 
— —— 
—ů— 
—— 
— — 
— 
— — 
— 
— 
— (— 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— —— 
— 
— — 
— — 
— — 
———ů 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— 
— — 
— — 
— 
— — 
— (v2 
—— 
— 
—— 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — — 
— — 
— — 
— 
— 
— 
— — 
— 
— — 
— — 
— — 


Ou. Ne r 


* "ys As 6 0 * N 5 ö 
\ on 2 \ x SN 83 n e 1 *. N 
N # l ®. y . N 4 ty [7 * 
, , . "7 4 * n o 8 Wen Nn n A KAY AN N 1 we i. n 
* * * AN % . PL Y % % wy 4 \ A * oy ; * > = \ K N \ \ 4 | 0 Y 
N * * 3 88 * 1 . 1. ** * . Y 1 \ - 1 l « * 2 15 N WV . 
* — A. 0 4 * el 8 N by a * 1 : 3 'Y —* th. * tt. — 21 n RE — * 1 > — 


AND'THEFLIE; 


And reſt, behold me now (quoth he) 
bohertith ds feet to his mouth be i, 
Saieng theſe woozd?, now flie here vnto the 

I ſweare a ſollem othe, by all theſe croſſis, 

Thou ſhalt haue tuſtite, though I ſuſtepne loſſis, 
as reaſonably may ſtand, foz thy defence, 

In rtaſon, lawe, cuſfome, and conſcience, 


' | 

cumpas of which foure pzinciples towcht, 
—— diſcourff, and diſcuſt ſhulde bee, 
Reaſon, to perceine, mans great ground is boweht: 
LZawe, on reaſon : malt take groundeto agree: 


Cuſtome, ſtandeth (os ſhoulde) on reaſons decree; 
Lonfriene, with reaſon cancurth: to withtzawe 
 Thextremitees of cuſfome, and of lawe, 


Ul foure (eche one) one cozner poſfe, 
The wag ee eee Exp, 
wheron this building, Halbe lo enboſte, | 
That as I ware, againe A ſweare J far, 
Ton halebevevheretn, muy hand, 

e 5 Y 
Hoa tit renter; ann his reſt wage aud; 
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connince ech other by tuff canſe; 
rude and 
ene in, 
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AND THE FLIK 


8 
As is the fiſe nolu to the ſpider ruckte, | 
ano herewith all by chauni) the der ores, 
nd ) 
. Jto win glx 
Lbziſt help, and longe in helth wel mote pe ſneeſe. 


Sfr (quoth the ſlie) J muſk beſeeche, -— 
en, —. 233 8 


antennen 

If J Hall lacke your ade, tu this election, 

This is encluded (file) ti my fwazre othe, Wo 
1 29 | 
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Spare not tu ſpeake thy mynde: and vnta me 


(Vs aide) ſay what thou wilt: J pardan the. 
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THE SPIDER 


That pardon J reteyne, with hartie hart, 

And hartely chanke your graunting of the ſame, 

—— 
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dmg, be rnkel019 

To here foz further ſerchyng, further ſaying, 


| Here ſfoode they both, a while in ſilent fta: 
The fite | ar to ungen 

The ſpider likewiſe, ware lp wa! * 
what great wooꝛdes, aut bf his mouth, 
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THE SPIDER 


I fer over, the pichnow to aduannice : 
I ay pou declare platuly (quoth the fie, 
How can (by law) in reaſon this miſchaunce 
Suppozt in you: to kepe me truellie, 

To lie in pꝛiſon, here thus piteouflle, ö 
And with pour letters fettring me thus faff, 

Ho laufull pzoofe of cauſe, by witnes paſt. 


Nolaufull pzoofe (quoth he) file ſaiff than ſo ? 
vo hat pzoofe can reaſon ſhow in law moze cleere , 
Then ſight of bim that one iche can not go, 

From pzeſent place: where plainely doth appeerf, | 
Suche an atte done: as thou haſt now done heere. 


woulde tudge foz haynous, thy thus bzeakpnge in 


But put the caſe, that I atached you, 
= EN RN 
But as ſuſpett, no act apzoued 
Pet might I keepe pe falf, leaſt ye might flit, 
Tyll pe were founde glltie, oz els a quit, . 
Except this caſe run right, the law runth w2onge, 
Foz this is lawe, and lawe it hath bin long. 


The patfoner ſhall at ſate, be let to bayle, 
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; AND THE FLIE 


Pet fl(es fo bafle: friend tlie (quoth che ſpider) 

Nay by my fathers ſoule, that will not bee, 

Extept he here, wllbe ſuche a byder, 

That he will ſit tat by the feete fo; thee. 

And take thy turnt: dim mill I take ſuretee, | 
yp (quoth the lie) that trieth a freende to muche, 
haue good freendes, but ſure I haut none ſache, 


To binde a flie herein, body foz body, 

were bond ſufficient : foz a thing thus ſleight. 

wo ell ( quoththe ſpider, fly call thon me noddy, 
Jpzone this a thinge of mach weight, 

But thou alluredl> me in way of reſeight, 

Oc one klie here, now laſtned faff in Jaſle, 


THE: SPIDER 


-The ſpider chargeth theflie,firlf with bi 
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AND THE FLIE- | - 


" | * Higreaſon dzyneth vs now (quoth the fie 
Streight to your reaſon, befoze ſuſpenſed, 

So huge, and heynous offeuce commenſed, - = 
As by that reaſon, it is pzetenſed, - | 
Then lawe and reaſon both; will that J faile, 


Oflight ſurety, to bozow me to batle. 


But in mine act apparantiy committed, 
Although the deede, Jnowhir do den 
Pet how can lawe, by any wight well witted, 
Lay in my laute, offenſiae fict therby. 
Flie (quoth the ſpider)that can (and will) J, 
And thy repꝛoche, to bzoche foozthwith at large, 
J lap(in lawe)barglary to thy charge. 


Eche flie to his lodgeyng, againe will get, In 


By this, this beathe, tan be no burglary, 
And ere Jnow came here, all men might ſee 
The ſonne apeerpng bninerſally. 0 
Though it (at thy tommyng) were day with thee, 
Pet was it night (quoth the ſpider) withmee, 
I was aſleepe, and no dap pet had ſeene 
Thele two longe houres, ö beene. 
W r 


THE IIR 


Str (quoch the file) avmſt that ye now wers 
A leepe, till that the ſonne were lixe howzes hie, 
Loulde any reaſon, ſhow reaſon to beare, 

Pou to affirme, 02 firmely verikie, 

The day foz night, till time pe day eſpie, 

So were it a thing, eaſy to be doone, 

us ich a winke, to make it midnight at noone. 


why ly, at noone: midnight is it with mee, 
It J atnoone be afleepe: ye (quoththe flie) i 
Vut it pe againſt one noone fleeper ſhall ſee, 

Ten thouſand noone wakers, night from noone to trie, 
Pe ſhall poozely prone, this night noone burglarie, 
And ſlept ye till noone : yet in courle ofthe lune, 

Pe are not ignozant,how the day doth runne, 


| poellſaid (ſatd the ſpider) and put the caſe, 
That J in this tale, peelde thee the maiſtr ie, 


Pet ſhall this other taſe (J trow) take plaſe, 
v9dich cauſe ofarreff thou tanſt not denſe, 
Foz bzeakpng in here thus, and neuer knocke, 
As good 0z better, were to picke the lockt. 


IJ bꝛake into this houſe now (quoth the flie, 
Elke as a theefe doth bzeake into newgate, 
Saupng that the theefe, doth moff commonlit 
Wꝛetend at his entrie there, moze eſkate, 

Foz bzeake a'theefe in there: erely oz late, 

He hath as many leaders as a b2ide, 


Acounting his life: no 
In taking paine to be 
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o as it might apeere, that he did ſmile 
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Pet hall he fitel > 1 851 4 5 1 : ingly, : 
In all the reit he — atl 


fr the ſame weapon, thou wan this by, 
*, bythe daunger that flies here linde, 
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And felony, that doth berean depend, 
Pet of mp purpole, thine dwne confeſſion 
Bath peaſably, put mt tit poſeſſian, 
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Drade, oz dead pziloner, at leaſt; wich me. 


But ſins my reaſon, toynde with your conſent, 
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ä — I En | 
And ere we depart, J cn: 

From perſonall aparence to attozney 
r 
Shall cum to triall when we cum to ende, 
and mp replicacion as yetſhallreff, 

Uinto your anfwere, by which pe pattende 
To moue me: by xxtozcion to offende, 


voher min offect, ye lay chat Jlaie, _ | 
No reaſon of right, your bodp to ate, 
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AND THE FLIK, -- 


Jn whirhe, J baut to aledge, 
1Spreaſon, tuſtome and law. 


| erat ar pole man 
But alſo pour body ta death to dzaw, 
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How be it fo2 an eaſe ta pour panting hart, 
J ſhall (fo; a ſeaſon) ſet that apart, 
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THE SPIDER | ü 


v9hy lir (quoth the flle) then am J deryded. 
Not a whit quoth the ſpider) be content, 
And olde tale » milrecknyng is no payment, 


And it thou thinke it an hinderaunce to ther, 
Tbis part of pzoces to call backe agatne, 
v9hen thou canff take like = 05ers oa 
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Lie ( quoth 
Thon ſailf | 


Contrary ae 1 
In ſepng dayly that therues tuerp chone, 

Lommitting robries in any high way, 
Do know aſuredly twenty to one,, 
S | 

| Selle terns obeee,now wean hem hehe | 


That do them ſelues (quoth the flie) and cauſe why, | 
hone eee hen why mayner F 
Thinke, tyat thou thoughtl likewtſe from henſe to go, 
Nay ſir (quoth the fle) A coulde not thinke fo, = 

Neuer was there lie in this net, thus maſked, 

That ener ſcapte, an ter as Jhane aſked. 


voeliflie (qoth he) ir thou this part wilt ſane, | 
Anlwere well theſe queſtions that follow heere, 
Dat thou had free will: as other flies have e 
Pe ſir, Jon wad dh Gs exe he chores 
ves ir. Did euer franſp in the apeere 
Nay ſir. — e 
Pe (ir, And all thy body luſty and trym 2 


AND THE) FLIGHT) 


pe lir. Then (quoth the iy der) it Would leeme = 
— awne leade#t Pe (quoth the flie) 
Dyd any wight (quoth he) vle meanes extreems 
To bꝛing the? None that J. tun verefte. | 
Did A ſend fo; the : Hay ſir verelie. - 
And pet thou art here, art thou not quoih he £ - 
pes fir. Igainlt my will, J aſſure ye. 


nag (quolh he ſive hologram eohte Jad 
Free will, and that thou haſt goov light of ere, 
Luſty lims to ane eee wat, 
Compelde to tum, as who ſay 

Oz to be ſent i, thy > 


As by this exſample m n 
Put caſe free wyll, ar | 
— r | 
nd in patſage, thould th 
aug tm roger rev 
Oz els {in a good howze be it ſpoken) 
a A” 
10 {if 
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td at whllpe were tht dice rules 
aid ſcratting in the me to ſane your life, 

The lozde of that ſoyle, woulde in that failing 
Atache you of thekt, and then walde be rife 

— apy eater langle, 
Againſt pour e 

But pour will it lelfe ; bꝛought your lelfe vnſougbt. 


How woulde pe anſwere this ſir (quoth oP 
I woulde (quoth the ſytder) lap that my will 
en eo 
That he wot ſap, be tght callys th hoes Fs 
pe were 2 
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— ſpider) to mouts. | 
=. boys gr thele there. 


vill, powze, and chaance wherta I ihe ſons fe. if 
mp will be neuer lo tet. 75 


That will were as wilt, as will of a wat, 
My will : may will freely, this to optaine. 
But will aboue powze, thus wilde, is in bapne, 
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AND THE FLIES ' D 


volll without powze, as in thinges actuall, 
Lan woozke nought, and where powze and will both hee, 
Lhaunce doth right oft, both and will apall, 
gbone potvze and | r 
That contrary tu powzs and willes decree, _ 
Lhaunce chaunceth ſo, as when by powze and will = 
wor are pzelf foozth, channce charmith vs to tand ill, 


Exſample hereof, let vs herenow make, 

xy the latde bztdge and diche, that you erſf lepds, 
At which though powze and will, wold vacertake 
To being me ouer, chaunce might le me ſteyde, 
And both from pow2e and will, ſo fer connepde, 
In goyng ouer that bztdge, that chaunces tryp, 
Might pop me in to that diche : enen at a whip, 
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AND TXE FLIE 


Bis is bnanſwearable (quoth the fitg 
And a reaſbn foz mp part wozth a ppke, 
As chaunce agaynſt wyll mpght make pon there lie, 
voby mpght not chamnceeuen aſwell in caſe tyke 
Fey me in this copweb, as you in that dyke, | 
Klit (quoth the ſppder) thou art not aſkpd . | 
whether chaunce ſo myghe, but whether chaunce ſo dyd, 


vohat (quoth the lite) if chis man did purpoſe . 
That queſfion to pon, Jconlde (quoth ho) well 
Make aparant p:oofe, on mp part dilclole, 
That inta that diche, charmce did me tompell. 
Fo; nought is there to ſteale, but apaxell, 
And all men know J 


nought deſpre noz needs 
ThoſeCaryng garment! of mtre and greene weede. 


In faith (quorh the ſte) and J loneas 1 
Ts be in theſe rullet? at witſontide,” 
A weare pour groygarment with as wil 
99 
v9herkoze this realvr(s as well aplyde, 
Fo; mp delluery vat of chis. plate, 

As fy pours gd fan you) frre, 


Pe (quoch ) but our two caſes - 4 
Be as vnlpke, as | gray and dur greene, 8 
Diches be common and open plates. 

v9herin to ſpiders, and all folke is ſeene, N 

That nother now ia, noz neuer hath berne, 

Fa ſpiders in diches, ought to deſpre, ' 
W . 
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THE SPIDER 


But what commaditee here is faz thee« _ | 
That is to thee ; and ta all che wozlve biden, -: , 
This houſe is to tioſe thou leet, intoifee, + 11 1 
And alſo all flies thathbereinhane flisd en 
They haue (as thou ſaiſt) ſa long here abidden. 

That by returne of any mefengere, 

A ydpng? from hens (J know) thou touloſt none hers. 


v9herkoze although hon find nought here in ede, 
Pet Jchinke tdou thoughel> lure, to haut founde better, 
Hir though pe thinke, I thought better to ſpeede. 

Shall chinkyng leade you, without wozde 0; letter, 

To caſt me away thus,the pzoofe no gretter, 
Remember (quoth he) and begun to tremble, 

The peryit of your ſaule, if xe diemble. | + 


Foz by the waythat my ſoule ſhall gots, 
I cam hither againſt my will vafapned, 


vobich cleerely peclareth, Athonght todo. /- . >. / 
No robzy here, but kapne woulde bane refxapned, -. :-- 
Any part of this heute, to hanecoufrained,: ae? vin 


Which to be trew (quoth the Kie) if pe loo 
To haut me ſwozne, J will ſwere on a books, . 
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fiſe to his othe, the flie bꝛi 
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THE SPIDER: 


hy haft thou (quoth he) chou vnhappy hooks, -. 
No conſcience tobe a periurde wzetche, 
That othe (quothhe) by the way that god tooke, 
Should: of mp tonſtiente nother make bzetche. 
No pet any parte of my conſeienceftretche. - 
well (quoth the ſpider) pet wolde Abe lothe, 
In this caſe, to truſt a ſlie by an othe. 


Str mine affirmaunce tn thaffirmatine, 

In law aud reaſon, is much moze credible 
Then pour dental, in the negatine, | 
Pour nap, to mp pe, mulk needes be kallible. 
And in caſe pzeſent, it is {(mpoſſible, 

To apzoue pour parte, foz how can it bee, 
That you, the ſecret? of my bet can ſee. 


Jt is as certatne, that you know them not, 


As it is tertaine they are knowen tome. 


Then : if I ſwerr that chaunce me hither got, 
— — 2 
Sware the contrary, beleeued ſhould 

As well as my ſelle, when trewth tan apeere, 


To none but my ſellt, as apeereth cleere, 


A make my ſelfe ſewere, pour ſelfe thinketh not lo: 


bd 


togither. 
nobiche lqtopz thall ſainare me, a ſtain hel bene 
F0z a right rewle, to ſhow me innocent, 


-. 


AND THE 711 


And in che eares, of all that ougde tan lil, 
Shallvfſchar ge ma, in all that hach bene lapde, 
Oz can de lapde, tummyng againſt my will, 
How can burglary, again me be wapde. 

And in this felony, what can be ſapde. - 
Thankpug my treivch. I map here trewly lex 
This wilpe, hath wpped all this woozke away. 


— yours a 


3 


To make me take pour pzeſent cummpng hither 
To be agaynſt pour will, foz how oz whither, 
Loulde pe thus cum, but ye myght loone deny, 
To LION can lit. 


gh J tan ye, thatispetnotryall 
lyde, in whiche fir (quoch the fite) 
ite oz ferne deniall, 
3 — 
. ——. 
By no reaſanable meane, rightly take plack 


Now fins this parte, we haut not ont iy bought, 
So RR mine affirmauncs 


fullte bzonght, v. — . 


—— 

Dilchargeth (in effect) this charged chaunce, 
pzomile of iuſtite I triſt, 
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Themvoth wy nay,ohich thowth ty partche bett. 
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THE SPIDER 


aan, 
m 8 

thp defence, well to defends Ni 
Pet thou no nofite, is ſo bertle blinds, = 
But thou and thep, aparantly may ſee, 
That at tde leaſt, thou halt treſpaſſed me, 


A lay and thou dofk ſee, a thouſand marke, 
Framthe not this frame, as it framde ere this kl. 
wert it then meete, in luche a peece of warke, 
Itrie pou mercy I thought you none pll, 
Oz els, I tam hither againf my will, 
Shoulde be full reffitucion foz the acte, 
without a moze amendes made in compacte, 


IAI taſe it is, and in caſe it is not, 
As by example ( quoth the lie) put caſe 
That in ſum high wap, it ſhoulde be my lol 
To dzine a carte, in ſum one ſuch a plaſe, 
There were ſfandyng a houſe on a fapze greene, 
And I perceyayng that way muche maze cleens 


Then the high way, Ereight to that way A coalke, 
And as I vziue, the ſaide houſe to pas bie, 
My carte wheele catchth holde of the cout poalls 
Againtt my will. and by violencie, 

Alunder truſſheth it, to which daplie 

The reſt ot that houſe, is ſs bent and bounde, 
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caſe: maiFer ſpider (quoth the file) 
Liane pcs oven uence em 
chaunce it neuer 
Bub hatach Sight 


4 ese hl 
Todo an acte ſoz id anp mans i. 


— chaxwichn thishigh on, 
b whereas feopi gn, 
vohiche dtd fo AI 
Fa houſes 1 

Laſt J downe one 23 a thouſand mo, 
There am J bounde by reaſon noz by law, 
Torecompeuce, the value of a fraw, 


v|epth not he law (Mie) thele tales fo; ſuche, 
As both in the tone caſe, and in the tother,. . 
The owners hart to be fully as muche 
ya pry nr in an other, 
arten 
altke, foz be he leefe oz lothe, 
DE nar 
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Launer zee e the AY 

1s wholy turnde vnto the lulfrecs five, © | 

F02 him ſelfe did an acte 

His houls to lervp there; whithoderde eee bien 
My ſelfe and ecko my ture, ine doth prese 
Darmles to lade, log fre Aut is reg 
ee eee eee 


And in this lalf col ( quoth the mens. 
Jn allthis vurt here done, J de no Wong, | 
But all the e 
Wy your wzong 4 
what can pou ſpwers; ſhow edt | 

y any kpnd of law, what wey ye may 
Zawlfully MI r e 
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THY SPIDIR- 


. Dy bigb way (8(e) art thou lozde ofthis ſayle ? 
I A poozelozde fir, but if trewth map be founde, 
'J and in caſe ta defend this (pople. . _.. 

uo hat is thy name (quoth the ſpider) ſpeake rounde ? 
Dane to the grommde. 
That name of buz (quoth the lpider )doth ſhow thee, 
Euen foz aringleader, to make me know thee, | 


Ot all che flies, that herein haue bene fapde, 
Neuer was there one in my conlſcence, 

But the ſirſt wozde that ener he hath layde 
Was byz, whiche is aparant enſdonce, + 
That all flies haue thee in great renerence, 
Thinkyng the policy oz powze of cher, 
Shall ſet them all from hens at libertet. 


voherby J may (and do) take occacſon, 

To thinke : that thou halk bene the ſoole pzocurer, 
Ot eneryflie, that hath made inuaſion 

Into my houſe, and ſuthe alewde allurer, 
Ought by good reaſon, to be kept much ſurer 
Then fo2ty fltes, ſache as thou haſt be font 
Entiſte hither:and then laught them to ſkozne i 


Str (quoth the flie) trewth is mp trew recozde, 
Jam giltles of this ſuſpected blame, 

J haue entiſte in erneſt no; in bozde 

Any tlie hither, noz it is no game, — 
One flie to morke at an others harme oz ſhame, 

m by entiſement to bzing a flie, where | 
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Ulell (quoth the ſpyder) thongh this ſaſpcion_ 
were dert % ED 100 e cere, 

| v7 4a 
Batngth thee ſuſpected, af 5 


This is holv de eee 
Tre men: in at 


—_— u 1A 
Str (quoth the lie) 
Specially fo 


That wolde (J feare) blanke both 

Our chisfe cuivence that we canaſine, 
Foz pzofe a diſpzofe : by any decrees, 
Standth in bertue, of bunten veritees. 


Flie, this tale weith not a fite taile (quoth.he). _ . - .. 
Canſt thou ſhew onght : of p:ofe oz diſpzefeclere - 
By wꝛitten oz vnwzttten wo2des to lee. 

But that our poſeſſion : ſhall tiere apere, 

As auncient as th if here, 

Sir (quoth the flie) I icke not to agre 
pehauebyn poſleie; here; ad lone as we. 


And longe mote be. Foz by the god of might, 
Jnener knew fue: bat was with the ſame, 
Hartely tontente as fer as hy right. 


buitved in every 


Jn the top: 93 
As the reſte jj 
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But this is building of an other ſiſe 

How male anyflie: this waie eaſily get. 

Vy any wate that his wit can deniſe ' | 
Here is a frame: in ſuch a farion ſef, 

To altwecefilh: that might exmrt the me 
S0 fer this lateſſe is ouet touered. 

Jmaxuell pour ſelfe will ſe it ſuffered, 


The caſe of the carte: in lawe lade er chis 
(Luffome adiotnde) this wate mine owneto try) 
Kuouchth foz mo that you hane done ami | 

To encroche oz vſurpe bulaufully, + | 

In my high wate, then of reaſon thinke J, 
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12 thoſe twain? of thy laide tber 
(Namely lawe) ſomewhat reſoned here haue by. 
Vut ol conſcience (laue that name, namde we) 

Ho wozde was touchte, ſince we did firffe begin. 
Tyme comth not pet, to hzinge conſcience in. 

Ot lawe and cuſtome: to eaſe rygours fozce 
Lonſcience at laſt tourte: pzocurethremozce. 


But thy carte cale; and al caſes laſk lalde, 

In charge of treſpas thy parte to defende 

Map be determinde.(foz ought here yet waide) 
As thei on lawe and ome do depend 


Flie: J can being foozth ſpiders trew and olde, 
Moze wozthipfall then thou canffe bzinge fozthe arte 
Toſwere that to them, their fozefathers tolde 
e 
Apꝛoue e in as 

a8 J haue bilded herr. and in thy plat, 

Tens; fwelue ho s, to crepe in and out at. 


cuſtome, thothe of ten thowſande flpſe 
| 2 bꝛynge nought to eaſe 

In to ſyyders, there both 
No — ay of 
Betwene a thowſond and a thowſande fleaſe. 

Nate fite (quoth he) and choke him by the neb 
Ahpere hall nofies othes, minich this copweb, 

R iii VOhere 
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wo here pe (quoth the file) thinke flies pertlall. 
Foz witnes herein, that chalenge male be 

In ſpiders and flies in this caſe equall, 

Sins ſpiders be parties as well as we, 

v9by ſhoulde not we feare perctalitec, 

As muche in yon: as pou thinke it in v, 
And truſte pou as littis, this ſanding thus. 


But reaſon (ſaſde the ſpyder) ye ſo do. 
Then can this treſpas not be tride this wale: 
we are at ye and nate againe bothe two. 
Foz pou no credence geue, to that I ſale. 

And J as littlecredite that you late 

Naught grauntinge ere to other: but denſall, 
How can we twaine determine then this triall « 


It (quoth the ſpider) J wolde condiſcende | 
To bylde in rozners: atthti F 
And ltreightlet the paſſe, we were lkreight at f | ©. 
So were we(quoth the flie) were J contente, bn 
At pour onely woozve, my lyfe to relente E 
Be reaſonable, let us lookeout an other. 


vohat waie (die) by thy faithe canſt thon elple  _ 
Tbat maie ſeme mete : to make vs twaineagree, 

It Ibe the deuiſer (quoth the lite) eee 

Then ſhall youchooſe one, whom it pleaſeth e, 

And I an other whom itpleafethme, 

And as thei two awarde vpon the whole. 

woe two to be, happie man, hexri das:, 


AND/ THY FLIT; : 
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— ppoueth this decre, 
A thinge alluerde, to halarde at the dyce. 

It bought and had, to bie at a newe p7ycs 
Oz bꝛinge a tertentie fo: any ſatyng, 

To an vntertentie: by doutottull daying. 


au thinges conſidered in this tyme and platt | 
what were wp wit: to put this thing in vre, 

what coulde I win by that caſte in this cafe 

And what couldff thou here leſe fins thou arte ſare, 
at wyll, in my hande to die oz endure. 

The wozffe of this weie were hurteles to the, 

And the befte of this wate: fruteles tome. 
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wut (your deglyng': dentabelr otherwiſe ese 
Lontrarying iuſticoer@ grauntsd here. 


Pour 

— —— 5 
Ol lo large learuinge : ais the teach mg; 
Sum leflon: in this tale ta beleus the. . 


Thatlefſon ſhewthhere, not is terre dende 
In lacke of learning as ofremembzance, 
Foz if it lyke you, here toralle to mynds 
Bp b;efe recytall; the very ſubſtance, - 
Argude (as pet)betienev6s — 
Idoute not in kelle to ſe 
Lauſe, in my fozmer wozdes to credite ms. 


As thus, re remember our mattter pate | 
Pour ei had EIN 
— 7 —— — 
That flies: by naturenonighttheues can 
And though we coulde: petmightpour 
po (tnes with me: to tum ttowe bp daie lights 


And vnto this: touchinge the ſeconde charges, 
vo hiche chargeth me with ſingle felonte, | 

' am aſſured: pou ſerching at large, 
Remembꝛing my tumminge vawlllinglſe, 
Shall well pertetue, my pure innatentie. 
In talke wherof: — INIT 
That we at length: were dztuen to ye and nate. 
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And chat A: being your tenaumt, ye wolvs * T 
Fep in me, | 


File: thinkffe thou this caſe a bunter fv; the? 


This caſe : to our caſe (quoth thefite) being ſcandy 
Is nother ſwozde tu pou :nozbuklertome. - 
With ſ\wozde and bukler we maie goe a fande, 
Thiscaſe: to lozdes and tenauntes; is concurrant, 
But you are not mp | I pour tenant. 
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C The file clafmerh all 
freholde : and that 
toppes : whiche t 


= = N FT FEED 
\ 


7 FRA 1 A 
Ne We 2 7 150 Y/ 


1 
jo "Ns FE >) 
0 Ss Ba 0 


| 
| 


8259 


$00 


ak 


— — 
— — 
— 
— —L— 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— 
2 
— 
— 
— 
— 4 
— 


| 
v7 == 


si i RE TT AN 


ll 


- — öꝶ 


my 
I. 


UI 
N 


| 
I 
Il! 


Fülle 
All 
Th >: 55 VL 
ö 144 
HA al 
1 3. 
LAH = 


My 


MN 
E 


\ 
0 


| 


ih 
1 


7 ALL 


TP . 


AND THE FLYT 


take not mpfetivapotnted topites 
as pou will ſet lunittes and bowrids 


ee nere 
Mut clerely I tlaime: all holes in all la 
apere, 


To be flies freholde. as mate tight well 
where I difrrtbed when J pzeſcribed here. 
Pour auncitersbuildtnge : the ſydes and the tap. 
as lie at libertee, in and ont might chop. 


gnd ala and ner 67 te ths of het, 
Shallfirdge this pointe : whertn ſtandth parte fall 
To that will J fande: refuſinge none ol 

— — 
Lupe can ittie late herrin. Latur mute refhr, 


herein. 
The indgement, tocuffome to make dʒ mar. 


ga treto trying of tuttome. Str (quoth the fie), 

The lawe (pleaſe it you) mate ttie how tuſtome weith. 

vo hat lawe flie? ere \p2 thinne J, 

— ESE 
nw PZ. W e , | 

woloffe thou place this tale: hangeth the ſum, 

where (thou ſaiſte) Ind no ſpider mate tum? 


How fer arte thou from theguttee towarde me, 

That thori defyzeſf in me towarde the to growe 

Thou woldfte bztng forth a thouſande fliſefo; the, 
where no one ſpider;foz me mate make ſhowe . 

And ſo — wen mine onerth;owe . 

The lawe is one gronnde of tome (quoth the flp,) 
whiche your fozmer graunte, graunth to trie all by, 

M And 
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THE'SPIDER: 


And though cuffome (as who ſaie) in reſpette 
Df triall in this caſe : is it ſeite lawe. \ 
Pet (J taie) late ,foz fo in ee 
Aparente of that frlallfozthe to e., 
Js mete to be had. J graunte thee that, dae. 
But not without this, that we hoth do agre,. _ 
Tre pleding to be where both pꝛeſent mate be, 


It is meete (q )a ll weſde, 
(Urgente ute reps RO eek ſhall We 
Againtte any pet ton: 0; perſons leide, 

Tat he oz.thei anſwere pzeſently in det 

And in greatteſt crymes, this hath gr nede. 


Foz in crymes moſte criminal ; that lawe is peins 
The charged partie: ſhalſnocounſaile obteine. 


nobiche ſouth that lawe: in mote nede, leaſt help? talota. 
v9herto; if the partie be kepte in abſence, 
So that he: nozno man foz him mate auow, 
any wozde in ples: pleadid fo; his defence, 
This law is ſumwhat ſoze, in my conſcience. 

Though faire tales in mine care, peinte this a leire tate, 
pet in mine Ile: this caſe hath a trabed face, 


Sins p ye denſe me not lawe: but yedente, - 
To pleade this plea ; where pe pꝛeſent male not bh, 
Okt that dental: apeerth ſo good cauſe TAY 
That J ſhall not only mofte gladly agre,  . .. | 
To haue it pleaded where we both . "we 
But alſo J refoice : that pour ſelfe eſpieth, | 
This gall in this caſe; and what ill therin lyeth, 


AND THE FLIK 


One other ſole (with many ſozowſe) I haue. | | 
The cauſe wherof, eommendth you vnſpecablle. ! h 
Jnleſſe tyme (in maner) then my ſelfe could traue. it; 
After Jam bzoughtehece: inpziſon to lie, [| 
Jt ſkanth with your pleſure: moſte charitablle, I" 
To here, pe and determine out of hande. (1 
How my caſe ſtandth, and whecto my ſelfe hall ande. | : 


Oh (maiſter ſpider (the ſelle dedes dune in this, 
Lommende you maze , then may pen a ungs of many = 
Thatachid of ſuſpicfon; 02 facts ams,, 1 
Enquerie at full had, quickely aspecan;; / n [4 
as 1uftire tudgeth, $ceighte to diſpatche him than, = 1 | 
Not letting him lie: tyllhislyms rot aq lamm 7 
Juſtice and merxie i bath tuntuerx in the ſa me. | 


lie (quoth the ſpider)fauohr is not alloffe, 
Shewde vnto the, fox thou canffe conſiver it. 
But many other kliſe therbe in the coffe, 

In hauing lpke fauonr ; the dluell ſpede the whit, 
Thei do ponder it: wherfoze it is not fit, 
when chaunceo2 deſerte ; fiſe into pꝛiſon ſtrike. 
To vle frowardg and flextbill fliſe ; a lyke, 


Juſtite (quoth the flie) weith what, and whp to do. 
Not to whom to do. by fauoz, mede, oz frey, 
The man is not the marke: that tuſtiſe ſhootethts, 
The mans matter : Jultice ſhooteth at alweie. 
Betwene god: diuell: Juſtite dothdiſplep, 


Dis baner indiffergn l Peidinge eche parte, 
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Mercy : lopnde with tuſtite doth either remit 
lt Oz qualitie peines, that dete by tultice ſeme. 
b | Tiranie not with inftice, but againſt it: 
bt | Not weiyng deſerfte, awardth pemes mot extreme. 


Tpꝛanie, and mercp,thus maie we here deme 
Tpꝛanp: not with but againſte iuſtice ſhowth, 
Merty with: and not againft iuſtite growth. 


Jultice plate A here, in the middes as who laie. 


| Mercy on the hande of iuſtice to ffande, 
(1 Tiranie on the bande.. now if we ſweie, | 
I! F:om the ſkreight lyne af (uffice : to either hande, | 


| That ſweie muſe nedes bainge our ſweipng to be ſcande, 
| As we male apere tp fwete aparantly, | | 
ik Either towarde mertie, az towarde ty;any, 


But in leaning fo any hande of theſe fwatne, + * 
From ſole ſuffice; when weencline to decline; 7 = 
1 As tomon welthe in this cale malt ba maintete, Joy 
N From toꝛrupte conſtruction, this caſe to define, 

| I wiſh that we: eche as our callinges afine, | 
Mate cane that bande with mete ſtrength, oz vigoz, 
That mercy leanthvuto : rather than rygoz. 228 
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THE SPIDER 


+ He ſptder hunge downe bath his hed and his lyp. 

4 tke one p; had nonght : o wilt nought: what to ſpcke. 
1 vwherwith thought the tue: J hane genea him a nyp, 

| Thelſediffinctions : haue heide his parte lo wehe, 

i That ſtudipng fo: matter: he findth none to b:cke , 

. Wut where he thought the ſpider in Kudy depe, 

[4 He was dece(ued : the ſpider was a ſlepe. 


Andherwith fferting awake, fy flouth quoth he. 
I had fo:got my ſelfe . Jherde my ſelfe rout. 
Nate ſir (quoth the flie) ye had fozgotten me, 
The beſte parte (fo: my parte) ye haue flepte quite out. 
Haie not all flie : foz J put the out of dout. 
Pl all thy woꝛdes had: in my tommendation, 
J herde euer woꝛde: and tan make relation. 


— — - —— — — - 
_ — SE. . 
_ —_ a> — 5 


| ' But thine entre: to matter moꝛe ſerious, 
Ine 25;onght me a flepe: but J pꝛey the hertelie, 
HR v9bhats the pointe of that caſe ſo impezions, 
(FR The pith is the diſtinction : quoth the flie, 
Betwene iuſtite, mercy, and fyranie. 
vs hiche: ſins you herde not: and it muche mete to here 
J ſhall repete to you in fozme bzefe and clere. 


| That wolde (quoth the ſpſder) make me lepe againe , 
And philike kazbidth me to lleape twiſe a date, 
Repetition hereof J denie thee plane. 
| Keaſon, lawe, cuftome, and conſcience: pe ſafe, | 
Shal (quoth the flie) all our pꝛeſent matter wale..--- - - - 
But touching reaſon, lawe, cuſfome, and conſcience, 
L Two of thole fowze pzinciples ; are gone euen ſens. 


AND THE TIE. 


which two (quokh the ſpider) thele two (quoth de nie) i 
Keaſon, and tonſtiente as howflie quot he: | 
as thus quoththeflie / Pe retcetedlatelie, . {| 
And renokte'a rale: which'ye hav graunted me, PEEL 

Touthing tumming here: againſt my will to be. 
at whiche: when J grudged: pe made me pꝛomiſe, 
To haue in the lykecaſe, lybertee lyhewyſe. 


and nowe when 3 wolde {not renoke) but repete | 
This pete: fo2 my parte, ye plainly that denie. 1.5 
vohat reaſon oz tonſtiente is here to gete, I. 
Good reaſon: and good tonſtiente: felowflie . 1 
But ſince reaſon is ſuttitient this to trie, io 
Let conſcience (Jſate) ſcate: fill the laſte fmſfanfe $1 
Feaſt narow conſcionce,relons wyde ſtope might ſcant. 4 


And vpon peruſing: let reaſon freight ſudge, N dil 
How faxfledfrom reaſon : thy ſeife herm arte. 4 1 | 
My retreted caſe (wherat thou ditt erſte grudge) : 

Js: of matter pꝛeſent: apzincipall part. 
Betwene whiche: and thy cafe thou matt yrinen arte. AM 
Dil of termes: in our maine matter mente, | 1 
3s atnexte) a veryfer fet intidente. [1 


But thongh thou wilte ſafe, thou canſt dzaw this thy caſe, 


To ſtande with (oz within) our gronnde pꝛintipall. lf 
Pet is | to be bought here in place. | 
| 


Diltinction of the ſe termes : and other all. it 
Jknowg and tan weie: as well as aflie hall, Ir 
This degreſſion : in tellyng : loſte tyme befoze, MJ 
Andnow in repeting ; it wolde leſe tyme moꝛe. | E || 
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THE SPEDER 


Sir: it mate longthe tyme: but not leſe tyme: fremde file, | 
Lengthe of time: is no loſſe of tyme to the in deds. 
Lengthe of tyme is thy geins: but J leſs therbie. 
Long tyme winth the long ipfe. and leſeth mp quicke ſpede 
Which I ſhulde quihiy haue: weare this quikly decrede, 
Ol this my frewtles walke: auoioing the wale, 2 
To wyn weie moze frewtfull ; this waie lets aſale, 


From pith of this pzoces lie) whers we fled out, 

Thether retrete we: mo2e loſle of time toflee. 

This repeticion whiche thou woldſts bztnge aboute, 

As winnig therof winthnought at lengthe to thee, 

So leſing therofleſeth nought at lengthe by m. 
Sins repetition, the file couldenot recouer, 21 


| Heſhoke his head, and (@ lete it paſſe our, 
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THE SPIDER 


re while (by p2eſcripſion) of old flieſe thou leytd@, 
All holes in lattes: to be other flieſe and thine. 


| In which pzeſcripcion againſt vs: as thou (epdſf, 
if Atuſtomed right in windowes doth define, 5 
if Fn the top and ſides : our building to aſſine, 

n vohich J denide: ſaieng our fozcfathersold, 
KB Pꝛeſcribed foz vs, to byld here: where we wold. 


i pon this iſſue thou ſheudſt thy ſelfe content, 

hi That cuſtome ſhould (being pleaded tnlawe) 

4 Judge how the caſe ſtandeth by tuſtomes extent. 
Pleading wherof; to common lawe thou didſt dzawe. 
Pleading wherin: as thou ſaidff: and J ſawe, 

F Should be in (ach place as J could not tum to: 

\ I denide triall there, and denie it J do, 

* 


1415 which dentall to be reaſon, thy ſelfe told, 
4&| And here: from purpoſe pꝛintipall: out fled we 
1 By thy digreſling . But againe to take hold, 
Wet And go foozth therin, now let vs further ſee, 
(Sins the common lawe) is as vnmeete foz mes 
As meete foz thee (fo pleade tuſtome herein) 
what other meete meane : foz vs both, we map win. 


1. What thinke pou ( quoth the flie) freend flie this thinke J. 
| Sins J will not: and thou cant not, gohence, 
| So that we both ſhall remaine here pzeſentlp, 
Tohere and anſwere in perſonall pzeſence, 
Fawe, in my lozoſhip: muſt trie tuſtomes defence, 
Be pe there againe ( quoth the flie) by my lay 
we thall catch byꝛdes to mozow; and flies to day. 


vol 


AND THE FLIY; 


will is now tum in againe : and muff be tald law, 
Vy thy ground laid fo2 copy hold at will, 

Jt ſeemth : thou needſt not care foz my will a ſtraw, 
as thomage pzeſenteth (fatdſf toou) good oz ill, 

So doth the lozds will, in iudgement laue oz ſpill. 
$0 ſhould the loꝛdes will do (ir, I therm ment, 

But here goth the hare away ; right to pꝛeuent. 


I: being nother ſpider, no ſpiders peere, 
Noz ſpiders tenaunt,noz ſpiders freend (pe ſap) 

J may haue quick.ſpeede : and faile of good ſpeede heere. 
Though thomage ſhuld vprightly the verdite lay, 
And thelozd (in iudgement) with the right likewiſe way, 
Pet ſum ſap; ſumtime, that the law is eended, 

In ſum caſe, in ſum plate: as folke arefreended, 


And J (quoth ths ſpidex) being nother flte, 

Noz to any flie, of aliaunce oz kin, 

Noz taken any flies frende ; why map not Þ 

Jn any pleading place: ſaue that we be in, 

Dought there (as thou dꝛedſt here) good ſpeede to win. 
This caſe ſhall kepe our caſe ; as thecaſe nowfalles, 
Both from wetmnſter hall: and all ſuch law halles. 


Thou being abzode, buzzing in euery place, 
Where thou haſt moze freendſhtp, oz les enmitee 
Then J haue: thou maiſt in eury place purchaſe 
Freendes againſt me: mo then J againf thee. 

And when we in pleading, ioind in illue bee, 

Thou maiſt finde freendſhpp, to impanell the queſt, 
Ol twelue ſuch freendly klies, as ſeme fo; thee beit. 


Nt 


which 


CHL SPIDER 


whiche kinde of triall (foz my parte) J lybe nat. 

wo iſe lernde counſaile, toſtip fine pleas firſte deuiſe, 
with coffe and peine longe folowde . Ind after that, 
Twelue vnlerned rude ignozant turupte fliſe, 
— — . [ merit 
By excellent wittes : law? is euer begoom, 

And by ignoꝛant wittes: ende af lawe ofte woon 


vo hiche to helpe, were J one of the pzocurers, 
A wolde thinke it far better to bzeede bp in b:oode, 

One wiſe trew fudge : then twelue falith falſe turen. 
It is (quoth the tlie) as olde fliſe vnderffoode, 
Not moze harve (fo; ſpiders) to ſpie tweluefliſe good, | 
Then eaſy (los fliſe) to finde one ſpider nougbte, 
And now note we here: to what ende this is b:ought. 


In plate of tweluefliſe: were one ſpiver plaſte, - 
To geue verdite and judgement: ol matters lere, 


Pet might that change bing mal good ſpede: in great had, 
One wplp lernde ſpider might hurte as muche here, 
As twelue vnlernde bluntefliſe : by ought doth apere, 
And twelue goodfliſeſhulde (fo; all fliſearenotyil,} 
Do moze good then one pil ſpider: wep who Ill. 


Betwene one good ſppder + and twelne ill nile, 

D: thoſe twelae fliſe good: and that one ſpider pil, ' 
Apte compariſon (quoth the ſpider) doth not here ryſe, 
But that one: and thoſe twelue: dzaw we here vntill. 
(To woꝛke good oz ill) of one good oz ill wyll 

And co then beſte oz wozfte, twelue o: one: let vs try, 
Thone befte ſozte of two: to gouerne windowes by, _ 


AND THE LUBE 


And the ous ſpiders parte ( in this orte) Ile take. "Ro 
aum le take parte withthe twelueMe(quoth they) _. 
— —— — — 
Keſons : — — — [ 

Foz the rule of one ruler capitaliy. 

— 2 

Jn thele nexte woozves here togither : I will lex. 


Erampling the gouernement of one moſte hie, | 
He puth the thzee perſons: whiche zee, are god ons. | 
And further he bꝛingth in (thts teremplifie) ) | 
The ſhip,on one keele all partes ftande: eurpchone. 

The houſe : fandth vnder one top rafter alone. 

Thotte, vnder one captaine . ele buder one be. | 498 
The cranes one crane. the herde one ſheyherde ſaith he. 


To this (quoth the flie) an other clerke anſwerith . 
Similitude of god and man. To man and man, 
As far wpde : as far fet: the matter varith. 
And lpbertee (being gods greatgifteto ſtan) 

To take from all, no one byantoziteecan. : 
As who ſale: any onemansautozites;:' i: 1 |: |, 
Shall not oz ſhuldenet, lele all mensipbertee, 


Forte: he ut) ave anne wgements na | 
Toyll affectes, ſoner then man tun be. ; 
— — bewde) 
— — we in teaſon ſe, 


THE SPIDER: | 


no biche ertaumple partelx vbth ydnr parte apall 

Foz it as muche mais a ſenate ſignify. * 

As one: one tyme choſen; all times to rule alle. 
And where all berte tolotu ons dee: vncyangeably, || 
Pet is that bee : ofa moʒe cc,, 5 f 
And of an other kyndt e then tdother beeſe are. 
as the ſheperde abaue the herds: he did declares. 


| ere 
— take all from lidertes, this man ſetth. 
Tis not lpbertee, to line as mans will weith, 


Sum toſerue,ſu | 
The weake wit: Kronge body, — _ 
6 Mn ag 


* 6 
* 14.1 4 


God pramileth toruletheharter of kynges, + 17 
whiche gifte ſhowth kyng aboue the refte, 10 : 
And where it is mozeharde (vy pour clarkes ſaſynges) 1 
To corrupte many; tpen one, ſo aur ciarke witneſts, 1 
Moze eaſp to linde one good, then many..thus ſeſts, in 

Thargument of theſe two, and our clerze anone . | 
Lhokte pour clerke with one reaſon ioinde by 
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AND THE BL M7 


Theſe thꝛe kyndes ofcomon welthe, he tride. 

Ol a kynge, of the peeres, and ol tomons laſte. 
nnen . 
&0 mate be in theſe the, tue ll rulinges taſte. 

In rule of a kpnge, tiranie may blow hlaſſe. 

Jn peeres, vſurping, Jn few comons gouernance, 
All to be gouernours: mate them ſelnes auaunce , 


Now: whoſe contrary (s wozlk(laith he) hat hene. 
. OEENG eee ef g1nre t 
Rule 02 reigne of a kyng is beffe ;manifeſte» - -  - - 
This is the concluſion of our clarke: and ſo, | 

Thargument (in effecte) endth without wozde mo. 

which: foz rule pꝛeferde (na ſenate oz inte, | 
Foz one 0z many rulers, doth thy arte cununte. 


rn 
The repeting therol let vs leue of quighte., 

And fall we to reaſon: of weighty waiyng, " 
Experience, herem ſene in our owne ſighte . 

On whole free tete m thele bes caſes run righte; . 
Beet (quoth the ſpider)but ere we enter that, 

Here me clere a caſe; — — 


In that we (in this caſe 
—— 
Aera ——— — 

av thaunte to tonieete: that we two derogate, 
Thoſe two eftates, ney eat 


yum yay yon DO 


But 
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Wut witnes thou the. 
That foz my parte Ik 1 


* 


fiſe and | ol tlie, 
Molte — Not ſo rude: chat tenterpꝛiſe. 


(quoth the ritt) as you hers foz your leite ſale, 
$5 may youhere aſtiredlyfoptne fwoars.- 
This example meane J : to reſpette no waſe, 
But only thozder of rule: that thoſe ſtates bears. 
And ſo reſembling them and vs, J whyle eare, 
Entended, by wale of example, to freate. | 
And do ſo (quoththoſpider, an ende fo beats, 
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ſampleof a ſenate. Standing ae 
To thts dale pzoſpering, and ſolyketolalte,  - 


t telte being dut a citee- Doth yet pollefle, 
- . zver luck, . 


This ſample of ſenate: ka kite ren te K. 
againſteone ider, on drug pete e.. - - 
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AND THE 711 


3s that, that ſenate : rewith as well as a heng. 
To whiche one lenate (fo mo there none be) | 
Many kynges, in many realmes : haue ſole gouerning. 


Jn both kyndes of comon welthe:fince thetbegan, 
as good as that one fenate, ſcan whocan ſcar. 


One kynges rule as good : as one fenatesrale ts, 
Lompareth herin (Foz rule both our partes cuen · 
And many kynges tutyng lo, thenomber in thts, 
Shouth thy ſide; to the woꝛſte thoe tu he deuen. 
And by one rea fon mo, moze weakenes is geuen · 


— — 
eme equa guet nance in open ſhow, 

Pet in other ſondzy relpectes ppokedirertes, 
Show: of one amonge all: altto gro. 
One hath ol all, cherte ptace, and renerence we know, 
Jn whoſe eſtate : tale of thereffevoth moffeftanve. 
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The mokke (quoth the ſpider) that this makth fo; the 


Eche one of whole gouernance, all (m moſte,) pzouing- = 


Baum votre, as muthe ar cane : in his owne hande. | 


Jn many onzunolte thinges - Preem 

2 

Two partes of thate: in ſenates gyding path. 

Are d:awne out of kyngiy rule, in properte. 

— —-—̃— iwlilubt be: 
ſenatesrewle. wheri | 
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THE SPIDER 


I coulve (quoth the fly) ſay moze but J wllnof. 
nn — wh 

So the law and rminiffers: — | 
My cauſes ſo iuffe, that no tuſte lawe feare I,. 
Noz foz every faute in lawes : lawiers geſts; 
Toremoue lawes oz lawiers, I thinke not beffe.. 


Lozrupcion in lawes: oz miniſters of lawſe, 

I with vs to redꝛeſſe: rather then remeue, 

Either lawes oz lawyers : without weighty cauſe, 

The caſe : vpon light cauſe: if we ſhulde oftepzene, 

v9here it ſhulde eaſe one: it myght twenty agreue · 
Deuyſers in ſuche thinges: may ſoner deniſe, 

To ſhew ten miſcheues: then ſhape two remediſe. 


Thou ſaiſt well (ſaide the ſpider) but to renolug, 
Thimpediment(nlawe offordelllsAurers, | ret 

I tan no wate other wate teſolue a 

But with them: and al peiting pzocurers, 

To be quite cut of. as la wies enurers, 

Ot verdites falſe oz fooltth : in this oz that, 

Sumtymes theicarenot:moſte times the(knownot what 


And ſure (A thinke) this ſoze might be ſalued ſons, 
Oꝛ the ſmarte muche eaſve, did diſcrecion deuiſe, 
And diligence put in bre: thinges meete to be done, 
But to lozdes : lawes lawiers homage and furiſe, | 
mean — ns. 
As it generally apereth tor 

eee aſmuth as againff mine, 
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AND THE FLIK 


As muche: ye and ſo muche moze ſir that ercepte, 

pour otone lelfe, no wight in your courte I there totichts, | 
pour tourte of all officers is ſo clene 
Chat none officer in that tourte can be couchte, 

Wut pour ſelte. Foz pour ſelfe hath your ſelfe anouchts, 
þlaintif, pleader, ſurer, Judge, and aller. 

Stoplly (what)froma reaſoner toaraller a 


Narbe Sir(ffhis do viſpleaſe, | | 
Jreuerſe and reuoke it freight. fax bene: 
— —— 12 

mone you fozgeuenes doff crane, 
Stande vp flp 73 41p- hat water 
And how our ſaide caſe (by cuſfome) chalbe tride, 
Fet vs pet once againe ſerche howto pzoutde, 


Conterning that pꝛouiſion ſy; (quoth the fly) 
Ifwe here (in this pour pꝛeſent tourte) did make, 
Agrement: to try this determinately , 

Though A hope (as J hope) Ifſhouldeno w2onge take, 
Pethumblp I beſeche you: foz mp mindes ſake . 

Sis my hartles harte againſt this triall ſwels, 
e en taſe ſum way, ſum where els. 


THE SPI1DILR 


1 Use 1 
= — 75 A Rh CD SD== 
/ 


Will | 


— 
— ͥ́ ? — 
— 


— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— 
— — 
—— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
—_ — 
— — 
— 
— 
_ — 
— 
— 
— — 
3 


Amn 


DEER = T 


WYTTITCIUITTTIT, 


3 


Hullin. 


if 


At 
Wl 


TIT inline i TTITTITITINT TITITOT non! 11 ff 
NN LULLUP UB MARAGY et a n Al. A 


Huna 
Hl 


aun 


| 
| 


W 
| 
\ 


AND THE FLIEHE - 


Dw (quoth the by hs crleaten buns, 
There liueth not r 
Fo; tunge wit: thou arte the fly foz the nonſe 
ut po to : let us towardeende ſum weygrew- 
J ſhoude my minde latte: wherfozc thy minde now tho, | 
what waie(as thonthinkſte) we may yet belt puruey, 
To knit up this knot, without furdexdelep. (OY 


The beffe wale in mp minde wherrall waiſe urs tale, 
Js that one (quoth the flie) that J touched twyle. 

To haue bene our triall, in all taſes paſte. 

wohiche was: to put the whole in tompzimiſe. 

Flie: this laſte one caſe: to be tride in that wyſe. 
Jgraunte thee. I thanke you (quoth the flp) pꝛaiyng. 
That womale name our daiſemen in this datyng. 
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pn mall, of wit great vpzight and tyne. 
| nee ile what ee hp ale, 
Bartilmew butterfly deuiſe. 
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. lighted by channee, | 
gebs ſide, the butterfly. 
wherwith one of the yonge ſpiders did auaunce, 
At tholde ſpid! commaundment, in haſte to by, 
Foz the ant to repeire to him by and by. 
Spede tam ſo to paſſe, that at tholde ſpiders hande, 
The ponge ſpider out of * bꝛought thante to * 1 
lil 8 


¶ The ſpider 
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THE SPIDER 


to the ant, and flit to batte aer 


declare, that thei 
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AND THI III, 


He ant ts the ſyider madecurtſylow. = 
voherwithal the ſpider to the ant did dzaw, 
. 
Theſſhoke handes : manerly as euer I ſaw. - 
Wut foz flife, as Staus puer ad menſam thowth law, 


Fa; makyng of curtfy : 0z ſhaking 
Butterti le pardon fliſe, b foote in bandes, 


The ſpider : (ho cthcitr tate nc; 

(Frendes axe o frendes: the late of hte rents han) 
Arte how his coſins (thant? father and mother) did. | 
His bzothers ſiſters with all kyn and a ly. 

Thant ſald thei did well. And in lyke wozdesharty, 

Arte him how his aunte ſpider and all theirs farve. 

The ſpider with thankes to thant, thetr helthes declarde, 


Thekiy afthe buttery, with teares tender, 

Arte: to know his grandam butterfliſe effate , 

with all vncles and auntes, of their engender. 
Thebutterfty ſaide well. And did him animate, 

To be of good chere. Falſe harte to captinate, 
Reaſon then ebbing: teares ofnatures flowing, 
Ladet their grekes as reaſon might make ſhowing, 


The ſds hat. And to bt | 
Dilcourktethetr greues a parts : and how theitherin, | 
Refuſinge ſundzy weile ol ende: finally, 
Cbole them twaine fo; arbiters : ſum ends to wen. 
| eee 
thooſeth thon, thother choſeth thother . 
Both pomilde their bete, the tone and the tother; 
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AND THE FLIE; 


cuſfome 
romeo" and 
And ſpiders (ſaith he) 8 
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this is our iſſuer; we do bath 
EEE 5 —— 


＋ n deede, 
— — — twaine ſhall try, 
Lecce pon fwee: ttt ll, 
Th dls Ce eaten, 


Conſclente everyhandwhile thou dofte cry 

Imuſtte (quoththeflie) ſe ſum . 

Ere I tun ſuppoſe pou of that miſtery, 

tall nat foz conſcience moze.comonly. 
fpeake of it ſeelde, fie J tolde the erte. 

Lauſe why: that conſcience at laſte ende thulde be perfre. 


That? 
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THR SPIDER 


eee 
I hope ) eme 

That your taſt ip; conſcience thus to ſuſpende, _ 
Firftetill thende. And then at thende faire and well, 
Cut conſcience of: conſcience ſo to expell, 
as when all is done, confrience may ſaufely ſafe, 
And ſwere : that conſcience cam not here this date. 


Then conſcſence oz I: the tone ſhalbe fo:\wozne ,. 
Reaſon, law,cuſtome, and conſcience, theſe foure, 
To be our growndes in triall: I ſware befozne. | 
Then (quoth wen! trlafte ende: of this lune hour, 
what thinge tan tt do here fly (ul thou - 
Thzee thinges awe rey) whe Io itn, 


Ftrffe conſcience as euen balance map eueniy wep, . 
what tuſtome yeldth to ſpiders, and whattofliſe, _. 
Seconde, conſcience may wep: whatreaſoncah lep. 2 
v9hat good and what pil, cuſfome oth xextie:: 
In either parte, Thirdly conſcience map deuiſe. 
To alot the good : and diſalo the ill. 

voheron:; theſe two may awarde : as conſciencew(ll, 


Theſe two fly (as my meaning was to take them,) . 
wee choſe daiſemen: to try this by reaſon clere. | 
But, (not arbiters,) chauncelers thou doſt make them. . 
" Byconſcience to tudge, how much culfome doth here. 4 
And what good o ill, in doth apere. , 
Fafte caſe of whiche twaine thee.reaſtey conehte,) . 

Jn thtCue that we toine on ; un no whfCtouchte. a 
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AND THE'FLIYT,' 


Che pointe that ne pitchs on:to tryout the ſeth, | 
By reaſon (not ſcrupulousconſcience,) is this. 
Not what culkome is, but what culkome doth , | 
How good 02 how ill: cuſtume it ſelfe is, 

Jan other farder caſe. (u9hichfly, A ws, 
when we thalltrp(by conſcience withreaſon) 
Jt wplldaogoſonll ag ap thy ito ſeater, 


Foz fine : tolin ant, and good nian butterfly, 
what entreſſerulomeddth geae to him any mo, _ 
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Tothis arte the buttorkl (iy) what lap ye2 ent gun 
Since: who may not as he mill, muffe as he may, 


Iſay(ſalde the fty) as matter ſpider doth ſap, · 


There ſaſdff thou wyſely ( ſaide the ſpider) and note. 

Thouſhalte by that ſatyng no damage ſuftaine, 

It reaſon win thee this caſe enery tote, 

Conſciente (by reaſon) muſte mefreighteconffratne, 

— mer rs nc of theſe twaine. 
pas me, I pzomile mine allente, 

To vlethe game, as conlrience peldth ertente. 


bo fide und ſo done quoth the butterfly in kel 

. 21 
Peay; (quoth the flp) 
——.— 
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THE SPIDER < "© 


Pe (quoth the fpiver) colin tu we hich er. 
The! as far astheilift; withdzew them felues quight. 
The butterfly and fly: aan togither, 

As far, not as thei liſte, as far as hei might, 

Thel two telling their tales, as Jſhallreſtght. - - | 
nohithe two tales though Jz as in one time hid hore, 
Pet firſt thone: any then other : mult here a ere. 


Though two eares in one inſtant two tales here map, 
One tunge: in ong.inſtant : two tales can nat tel,. 
Since thone of theſe two tales: muſt ſtands herein ſtay, 
Till thother be tolde, I thinke it will do well, -- © 
Xhefliſe and the hutterfliſe talke to expell. 
Oz ſuſpends. tyll the ſptders talne with the ant, 

Pe map vnderſfands; whiche is nexte aparant, - 
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That onto the 
And to pour wildome: I doubte not your eo 
Offrtiendſhip, naturally to me to grow, 
Foz ye know :as we differ far in ature, | 

So we inkinred : (vine nis b nature. 


Pzeſivent wherin ſought, whatolde recozdes cary 75 
r 0 
t euer ſpider and ant: did 

— (Iſaie) of kinred. not of emnitee 

Did J (in you) by t(ngrateendemnitee 
Doutehere:wvome ume natres mae, 
I were a beaſte: of deetll peved blindenes. 


v9hiche two : in their wozkinges : nn e 
Nature wozkth friendelp, wiſdom wozkth ſurely. 
Though right in eche cauſe: ſeme the poſte of moſt mighte, 
Pet wante of wiſdom (whoſe polyty purely) 3. 
In ſentence oz ſemblance :ferne oz demurely =» | 
Shulde ſet fozth that righte, mighte in concluſion quicke, . 
Thwights that meu rote of rights: loa poding pzlcke, 


Lucene age phe mace 13 
Setting fozth a right, homly in rewde termes bare 
A witty lernde head: that righte in that place, 
— 2 — — 28 | 
Fozty pence difrence, (zrighte to compare. . 


One tale in two tellers: with one entente talde, 


May differ in ſhow : as doth bzalle and fine golde. 


And 
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AND THE.FL18«, 


en friendſhip lacks,. 
To ake; here, and ell that iafriendly wyſe, | 


*by poliife 
natur ; towozke friendely : both muſte ariſe, _ 
— one: infriendes by friendes required, , 
Toobtcine thinges : at handes of friendes deſired... 


iche and friendſhip : where thet are knit, 
aunt arte: tx to geo Bigravn 
Thai ore; ff zrup: 


wut tothow our eaſe: aut of accuſactor.. 


In putting policy and (yfndiia; by heb. 
Marke this hozte 


. to alure, 

Two loztes of election: tn courſe doth wotur. 
pete eral ge 
Toarbitratealldebates tndifferently, 
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Bowbetr this ther did uch n he other un 
The ne, ophlin lelfe. r 


And (as J ſaive) I bender nut but ye url, 
And pzap pe do , But promęſi 3 


Of knowne rewdtvent to feb the pl | 
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AND THE zr. 


all holes in all windowes (as the fly ſeith. 

Right nought by rtghte, but ſides and toppes on heith. 
2nd wo (ſay Y holde all, thus to be tulus. : 
Holes, ſides, and toppes, bzode, narow, depe, and ſholde. 
and after (udge whiche lide bzingth p;oke mate clere, 


wherin fa me, of auntient parentage, 12. 
pe ſhall here ſpiders fpeake: bathe ſage and wiſe. 
and on tze flies behalfe : here now in gage, 


Thers wyn tum foozth a fozte of fozkte tadldefliſe 
That will not kicke 


And now: betwene thefly and the butterfly, 
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AND THE FLIE: 


Genn : unte we two (aide the fly) 


fieſh and blood : by natares woozkyng are, 
e | | 
— wth cars, 
Jwyll not length this peete: with peinted wurdes [ | 


ut natutas pale Jet Arens | 1 

yon, koz me, without moe woozdes of m. F 

Todo your beffe: in in this mpdepe dilfrelke. ö | 

wherin: what waie to woozke: as I bete ſe; | 

Here me vie m our rarer xn x 
me dilcloſe abi 

A neceſſary bzefe conceſued clauſe 8 


we here ind ter: giftes ofnature areviuers. 
Sum befatre, ſum tall, ſum haue ſtrength, ſum wtf. 

— cajun mac ap with 
with m er omone were t. 


it hath gitte of good wit (no doute.) 
— 2 
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A 

And this: to this: in pou righte well is dnaune. 

A grounde once in you, head, faſlned iu frame, 

Zet lerned lawiers pppe v blowne ... 
ace 5 
Pet ſhall their reaſons no whit make ye Karte, 

From that grownde on your (030n pour friendes) parte, 


whiche pzopertee: is IW 

Jn you to me, in taſe of compzimiſe, 

Fo: whiee: agate he anthtcming larke, 

Mine arbiter; J did pau here deniſe. - | 
Toholde your holde bu blunte ares wiſe. 
Either this matter wholly to recouer, | ? 
D; ſaue (atleaſte) my ſide it n geaing ouer, ] 932313790 


The ant is e enn 
The anthath circumſpection ; ye haue nne 


— platne: the ant crafty and clſe | 
e 
Shall ſhow who e x 222 : 
W nf . 


To matche this 

Tel then te HCG IEN 

That J ſhall knit az vnxnit 

And thant ſhall with a tabo; take awat, 
as ſone as make me ſhzinkefrom thee ; in that. 
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All ſpiders : in fibes and do rev 
whiche he venith : anirmiug Hei and he, 
Jane aut nl was moe, 


Sage, wl , derer and nel podenagcan be. 1 
n i 
Of ſpiders there will be: a fpiteftlbrouts, 4 


The knot herein: whiche I welbe hauf kts 
36 007: eres + good, 02 do nene 
Herne En nt 
As it erffe ode. And if tante no way 


Geue any place, cum care; . 
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Thefly:; fell on kneeze to his — 
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&foze we furder wade matter butterle, 0 
No mailer ftr: J am but a yeman (quath he) 
n as the cafe doty lie, 
;gentilman oꝛ yeman: what euer xe bas. 
we two come hither: theſe two to agre, 
— on the nexte and beſte waie, 
Eobzinge them agrede, in matter here to lale. 


Dur wate wberin (as thinketh me) ts tis. 


clerely tleue onto equitee. 
As of thele two: neither ol either ſhall, 
mut vs: 0 either of vs: bnequalt. 


Nay (by my fathers ſowle) lum the dutterfip, —Þ 
I wyll play na whit of venum mecum his parte, 

Holde with the hare and run with the hounde: wil not F 
Such reaſons: as out of this blunte bzaine mate ffarte, - 

Fo2 my frende, run thei right: run thei ouertharte, 

Out wyil I powze them: and in gos name, 

Foz pour friende, as ye ſes cauſe, do pou the ſame. 


Theſe tive talen((n wen ere perſons) lande here talde, | 


DE Eos 


ont 2 — 1 


Komde moued, koz this crafty touerte entent. 
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AND THE FLIE;, - | 
The antes IM | i 
— 9 9 1 
dach ei 
op rays — i 
Fe ben inhis da, ko th es pootertion. | 
wat when the butterfiie: lyke a ie nekte cur, [ 
(as ye haue horde) made anſwere vnto the ant. þ 
Ho that this wate wolde not: the batterflie ſtur, | ! 
Thant (on this plaine ſange haning ſhifte of deſcant,) | 
Aced the butterfiie: cum we this inſtant : j 
Tohelpe the ſpider and ie to take ende, i 
pe ſir (caide the butterfite:) that I entends. | it 
I: foz the ſpider: and pou foz the file : it 
Show our ſelues; not arbiters but j 
Keaſoning: echels; eche: affectionately, | 
wo hat ende betwene vs twaine: fo: them tan ryſe? | 
e then them ſelues: in them ſelues can deuile ; bl 
tell (quoth the buttertlie) howbeit, 
— — wp ot, | | 
Pon, reaſoning foz you; frende : and I foz my freende, | 
Upon our euidante: to this ie leide, [| 
Jf my reaſons lems better then yours at ende, 2 1 
Pou: alowtng them aboue your owne, here eme, [ 
©; your the better reaſons: in mp head ſfeide. . +. 1 
Jalowing them lykewiſe: aboue mine one, | 
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Upon this: the 
The ſpiders and 


; to tall ners. 
chatre ſet) 
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flies on both ſides 
Both ant and butterfiie 


bath whet. 


To declare the caſe, the ant his tunge 
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THR EPIDER 


Jnfefolke ſpiders : and friendes files: I doute no whid 
But in this terrible trembling tragedy, | 


Kifo( I ſuppoſe) ye know that we twaine, 

I foz the ſpider ; and he fo; the file, 

as cuſdence ſhall ſhow: both ſides to trie. 

v9hiche to ſhowe (J deme) pe apere pzeſenflp. 
Sade one ſpider firſfe: and then onefiie : all this, 
pe know, and to geue euldence ; our cumming is. 


This knowne(quoth thant) douting whether pe know, 
' How far our auctozitee ſtrettheth here, 


To touche in 

The klie tlaimeth all holes in all windowſe, 

To pas and repas: to be free fo; lies all. 

alegeing that ſpiders (by all olde ſhowſe. ) 

In toppes and fides : haue place eſpectall. 

The ſpider claimth the whole: in general. 

To hering wherof, we our awarde wolde knff, 
vobat parte: eche parte ſhall haue: from all tonowhit, 50 
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Cheats team deere 
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— —— te 
Loſins flies: ffande backs till e called be. 


The ties fepte backe: the ſpiders fo;warde dzew, 
Stand\dg befoze thoſe two: in their cheires ſet 
Detlat ation: to whom : what thei herein knew, 
was denilde: and deferminde. Ere thei there met. 
voheremn: foz entre to let lenger let, 

The butterilie: Freight entring as here enſeuth, 
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Mannen what hall calle: 
Jnthing?here now to talks; harke wel this one tha 
eter ran mnt £4 hn 

Itpe bꝛinge in ſoviſtey: oz booke larning,  - 
To blynde mine etes with; J geue you plaine warning, 
Tom troth will not be wownde that waie . And therbp, 
{be warnde: to tale trewoix and homlily, 


Thelwyll do ſo (quoth the ant) J dare ſale 
200 will theflies than (quoth thother) I dare ſweaxe. 
Then (quoth thant) without maze delated delaie, 
what ye ſpiders can ſpeake, ſpeake while we geue care. 
with this, one ſpider (as all agrede weare,) 
Standing fozmoſte, and as a bolte vpzighte, 
r ere eee 
„Mein ; 

Nye maſters) phe your (yer I 

Df ſuche peres, as no liuing flies peres may, 
witnes (by remembzance) mpfull age foz why? 
I tooke lpfe in this wozlde, (olde ſpiders wolde ſay) 
Jufe in the leape pere: befoze the vll male dap. 
Mypparentes (as J am) weare blackenebde and balde. 


Thelonge lyued ſtocke: of ſpiders thei werecalde . 


By parte: of my whtche parentes, this J gather, 
Jnthetr tymes, wozſhipfull ſpiders (though J ſey it.) 
My father: graundfather : and great graundkather: 
— — — 


That euery window: hunge it, ds it, oz le it. 
All partes of the ſame : in loweff and hief, 


were ſpiders kreholde, both fardeft and nien. 
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THE SPIDER: 


And euer haue bene (ſatde thet) at will to beelve, 

In parte: 02 in all: and that thot coulde notknow ? 

That euer tlie (of right) any parte chere decide. 
Theſe few woozdes or la ſpiders: mn 
In all partes: of all windowes: the right to grow, | 
On our parte. The contrary wherof towate, - 

No ſpidsr ; hath herde any lpider ; oughte ſale, 


apail ye ſpiders thus (quoth thant-) pe (quoth they) 
wighte 


- - * 
* 2 
- 


Baue pe (quoth thant) ought els in this to recighte 2 
Pe (quoth one ſpider) ſtanding behinde all auiq te. 
I haue a counter verſe to ſinge: in this place 

wohiche thalbe countred, with the fites face to kace, 


Pe ſhall (quoth the butterflie) img that verre mou. 
But we mule here the flies 
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Had betwene them lelues : hele woozd!, which ye that herd, 
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My mailters arbiters 

Ofſu Jon 

eee rare. e muſe 

That J was bzed, das. 

— — af the great fri, 

Ontoftheboohoofpte. who many flies were rrefſs, 
d, ponge, and olde. 


bi WOE! 

gels: Itueher 

Baue bene (and be — Came. 

i worm roo . fande. 

— —„-— 

—̃ 
anp ie apcontrnry. 


Flies (quoth the butterflie | 
Pe (quoth thei. know ) lake ye this (als fret? 
Na 28 — 
p(quoth t$6t.) Focth (quoth th batterie) ar — 


Can 
. 
light in mate ariſe ? 


Pe ſir: ſaſde one 
Tathe e lie: then fanding all 
* — xe telmy minde, 
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That ſhall ye do (quoth thant) but friende bufferfliſe, 
0 no IN 
whyleyon and J :ſum parte male | 
Hence (quoth the butterflie) thens thet hide F 
— then onely there, them ſelnes thelaplide.* 15 
Eche one with other: togithsr to conſowlt, | 
vohat frewt: out of this erſt ſaide,their bꝛames could bowl, 


ert either of other: did herein ought b;eake, 
Thant deuiſde, what waie befte to enter it. 
The butterfite ſtudied not what woozdes to ſpeake, 
But to ſpeake with boite clere, he coughte and he ſpit t 
Till his voice was much maze clere then his wit. | | 
And pet fer from witles: but plaine blunte groſenes, | | 
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Showde his womdes: ofte tymes to thow witles laſenes, 
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Se eg, 
us on 

To try Howeh bee (quah he butter) 
Theſe woozdes as muche matter: foz fliſe do alow, 

as fo; ſpiders, ſo do thei (quoth thant) auom, 

as muche matter in woozdes to alow, in 

In ſpiders laz lpiders, as in le log iſe, 


find moze (fo thone halte: welny that ſpiders clatme. 

The fliſe do graunte, But ſpiders graunte vnto flife, 

No parte of theirs, whiche is to the fliſe a maime. 

The flies owne tale; ſides : and toppes of windowes triſe: 


Tobe the ſpiders, by n * 
— fy rhocpiol fu hs — . ; 


Spiders (quoth the buttertlie) ſhew them ſelues here, 
Maze ſiding to their ſide ; then klies to their are. 


As flies indiffrantly make cuffome to apere, 
Sides; and toppes of windowes : foz ſpiders ſhare, 
22 
Es ſhoulde ſpiders: 

cee — 


Spiders (quoth GAG ate; 
Theirs togrow of! files ; of bſurpation. 

If (quoth the ) the flies do here pike: 

That quarell to ſpiders, in cuſtomes vſacton, 

That is tit foz tat, in this altricacion . | 

S0 that foz any thinge :attpparfe canget, © 

oth partes in all thinges pet, on euen hande are tet. 
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THE SPIDER 


But totrie: how good oz how (ll: cuffom is. 
Is no parte of our charge . ye know we mul tri: 
How muthe oz how little: cuſtom doth in this. 
Verkerring o2 debarring: cleime of eche parti 
noberin, fo; all laide here pet againe ſay I 

Flies lete (where reaſon and equaineſſe be giders,) 
as mucho; fties, as ſpiderslete fo; ſpiders, 


wel (quoth thant) as we both hearde both partes apaffs, 
So now let vs both: both partes together here. 

How we both: betwene both part? : can the hare farte, 
Woth agreede that all on both part? ſhoulde apers. 

Theil did ſo . And all on both lides ſeflednere, 

The ant declaring the pith: ol an yet wzoughte, 

Entre to matter maze, thant induction bzoughts, 
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THE SPLDER- 


Riendes all: ye all erffe acembled in partes fwatne, 
Fggenekn festeren tes, 
Ey the mowthes of twaine, two tales: which two contatne, 
1 Foz the matter leite in regarde, 
Jae e eee 
r el 


As thus : that ſpider ſaide all ſyiders haue laide, 

All holes in all windowes : to be ſpiders freholde. 
us hiche ſelle ſatyng: that ſaide flie (fo; all flies) ſalds. 
In few woozves at full then, theffecte to vntolde, 
Both partes pꝛeſent, to this tale is fo be tolde, 
Sum mattier to trie: what apparence mate riſe, 
nohiche parte we ſhall credite molte, ſpiders oz fliſe, 


v9tth this, a well ſpoken ſpider Fepte in plate. 
Saiyng: (fcompartſon in credence growe, 
Then muſte pe with vs ſpiders rule this cace, 

Spiders haue bene and be wozſhipfull ye knowe, 
And flies honeffe (quoth a wittyflie) I trowez - 
And of credence : the pzopertie oz maieſtee, 
Stanth not moze by wozlhip ; then by honellee, 


Noz ſo muche nother : as all kyndes offlies thinke, 
No : no colour ofcauſe ofcredence: can ſtande, 
where as woozlhip with honeſtie: doth not linke, 
And honeftie without wozſhip (ſkſlfully ſkande .) 
Mate haue: and muſte haue: credence at euery hande. 
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poeare this gale equehte.cale (ynsth the ſpider) graunted7 

Maze credence foz flies: then ſm ſpibers.might be gelte. 

rye ps pwr oma —j— 1 
ſpidar : hut allfites, are hontue. 

and all ſpiders woꝛchiptull: wherin pe t 


— mites grow, - © ++ 


— — 
Sew mats; — — 
ſpꝛeadth 


who ts nat bees. 


woozlhipfull : | 
Foz: woozthip: and haneſie : thone and thother, 
Thetone of the twains, dependthonths tother. 


what (quoth meaneth this cirtumqunqute, 
— 1 (in pour lalte ſatyng,) 
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Honelt ſpiders are woozſhipthll bete h mn 
By haneſtie. Aud credible ta. nan alk 
r ne en 
vo oozlhip and treuantr. tande awzls fe J lt 1 
So (quoth the ſpider) be honeſtie ama] , © 2/1 lp " 
The flies tredit : ſlandth a erookdenen as tur, 
dere eine ee. . nen 


Graunt:: hers a ſpſder of oneMie no whit, enn ume 
To whom : admit a ſlie ot great honeſtee. Wind 
The ſpider (not the flie) toanrtvzitee u. 4 
Is not that ſpider : (nauctoziſe@vegree, 
Moze woozlhipfull anderrdibſetatien tobe, 
Then that inferizflle=(quoththefile nd; 505 
—— herehow your wotjbes gi 


Credente. honoz. woozthip, ox rruerente, 5 
B — 23 10 
Lafte, auctozitee yebzinge inalffence. 
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n credence. F 
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I foagat this le, but both muſt have hen plates. | 
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All auttozitert mat auinſt thegreat gov, | 
In ſpiders vnder him plate: as potentate:: 
Jn them and their ſubſfitutes, that god hath bod: 
Zo be woozthipt and obeide, in hamble rates. 
But nuttoxitet : and aurteiſed date. 
Cauſe of woozſhip duet both. dier us far, 
gs Jerito aun Jerſeiʒ ua. 


Thauttaziſed, as good bir ot nurtoꝛttee, 


ut, 
To the ill as fo the good, and mozelow-famtrow, = 


That curtſy.Cquoth the let 28 
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Beet (quoth the ſpider) but then to this puteacs | 

One ſpider : and one ſlie, ofone honeſtie axe. 

Thoneſt ſpider plaſte : in anctoztſed place; | 
Thoneſt flie not. Dath not that ſpiders ſtate-verlare, - 
Moꝛe woozlhip and creditithen thatflis tan tumparet 
Moze woozſhipz yes; but moze tredence; un lait. 
D;ofe wherofenſueth, (quoththefly) by any vu. 


Donettte (J ſe as pour ſelle erffehers fide.) ne: ul 
Is the roote: that credence aud'wouthiprbothlinaſnes - . 
Grow on. Ss that our woozſhty and credence wald, 

Dn woo:lhipfyli auctozttee, do not remaine.” — 
But on our honeſt uſe therof: — 5 a 
— e 
But good vſe gfauttozitie t by honefiie; - 1221.82 


v9herin J conclude: fices of moffe baſe degree:  '! ? 
Hauing lyke honeſtie : to ſpiders moſt hi, © 127 4 
Baue in lyke wiſe ; lyke credenceof cant. uf 0 10: 
. anne 
Spiders vſing auctazites hegen 
Foz place and perſon both wherecaſeſoenicſs,” 1 
Flies: to ſpiders, humhle reuexente mut vs. 


whats (quoth the ſyider) che diikrente in hes, 
Of one degreof credence: nthele tino ta e : 
This (quoth the fle.) By this exſaumple eh, 
Two ſpiders webs wouen: admit hexe to beſolve, 
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tt hath that gloſſy web eſfimacion moze 
Then thothr though both web? ofone weaning hx 
And ſo foz one credence: in the two befaze 
Spiders auctozitee: vſed with honeffes 
Thet Hine : in bewtie : of a dowble degree. 
So that though credence ſelfe, be one in theſe both, 
pet that glolle in that one, that other opt goth. 


(quoth ſpider) it lerueth fo; ſumwhat, 
| Sa 85 1 
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(Qua fl) you eee 
To pzoue moze credence, in honelt ſpiders ſcande: 
Then in flies: foz in equallhoneffee 
 Ktandeth equall crevits, on bath les: xe les. 


whiche: ( niaifers) haning ſeene ; bering wile, 
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Mill ye (quoth the ant) repetebs chis talke luce 
Te: butJ wilnot quite the dattere) pf 


be)havaglance, 
comnicaſhin aroſe, © |: 


THE SPIDER 


Che kus to this ;foz woelhip-and 
Though tvzitee faz it ſelfe : woogſhipfull bee, 
Pet winth it no woozthip(tnany wights laide :) 


But in milule of toter i the lle tolde, 
wo 22zthip oz tredancs:no wight ſoll can holds, .. 
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Moze to that ſpiver : thon to that Ge fleging-. 
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Two ſptders webbes vf ene ſfutle and 

Saue thone aboue thother hath gloſſe moze gaiet 

To the eis. but ta wert, ihei ditiex not a chiy. 
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vo ell ſaſde (ſaide the ant) though theſe fermes be butbaſe; 

pet apzone thei well: that you perteine the pit: 
which: concerning credence, concludth in this caſe: 

That th woople ke ee the vel pv erwth; 

pohere one degree of honeffſe concurith, 

There one degre of credence, concurth like mile. 

voheron, harke here what a range caſe doth ariſe, 


Nut taſe a duke ofeffate honszable. 

Afirming a tale, on his honour foz trew : 

8 duck ſtepth foozth : and ſaith it is a fable. 
were it not a caſe(trow yon) as ſtrange as neio: 
That dewke: and that duck: of one credite to vew 2 
The dewkes and duck? honeſtie (quoth he) being one, 
Tholr credence (5 ns; by grauntedgrownde ert gone. 


From which grownd (matter ant) by my atherkin, 
JI will not ſtarte, but tande and ſtiche euen faſt : 
ds vnto this my bodie, fkicketh this ſkin: 
well (quoth thant) being at this potnt: with this pak, 
Furder to pzocede in this caſe: whatway to tat, 
Zet vs haue theſe ders: and flies : againe here. 
at bek of both, all bokoze both did apere, 
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AND THE FLIK 


Tyourlat here, (e thant) the caſe doom 
— wb — od prod berg 
Theuidente! : . good,. 
On which part of both, molk credence might arils, 
voherin determinate triall to deuiſe, 
One cowple of you: one ſpider and one Ale, 
Reaſoned (biriakin) pꝛetily wittily. 


wherof (to pzeſent purpoſe,) was this, 
agrede : of credence is the grownd. 
ö alta adtgs honeſtie is 
Moze cm les, ſo moze oz les credence: is bande. 


Then: as cheuidente: on which ſide to ley belt: 

where credence lith molt, we thought beũ to haue tride, 
So muſk wenow, foz credence : ſee ſum wel geſt; | 
which lide bzingth molt honelkie teftifide, 
Andtherdy molt cr@it. To this, oz that ſive. 

Beit (quoth the butterflie) now let vs ſee ſurs: 

who ſhall here win boote, in winning here his ſpurs, 


Another ſpider and file, fo the helme food, 
—— Wan» wma ara yor 

Their maner ſhowd bzinging vp ? to be good. 
Curtiy low: to tharbiters, as turtiꝑ binds. 

Behauir moff deſent: in vttring their minds: 

as their talke was: ot honetkte: to deuiſe, 
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AND THE FLIE 


© ſpeake (quoth this ſpider) trewth hanelfiy here, 


28zefelp : tn honeſtie: bath part? to compare, 
Equalttee doth therin; to me apere . 
As right many ſpiders: right honeſt there are, 
So right many flies: right honeſtie declare. - 
As honeſt ie (it ſeife) is one gualitee, 
$0 both parts qualifivelyke, ine bauen bee. 


Sir (lade this fiie) this is of you qualifide, - 
© Bighthoneflly, wohervpon (with your aſſent, 
(Under refozmacion) I woide ſe here tride, 
One thing : herein tu fry: what diffrent extent, 
Standth in one degre,of honeſfie here ment. 
Jn both vs fo;eſaive partiſe,ſpiters andfliſe. . - 
which: in tei woozdes, I ſhall now to you deutle, 


Flies: mo then ſpiders, twenty to ons there are. | 


Put then in eche one perſon, lyke honeſtee: 

In one ſpider, and ten flies: to compare. 
Showth not here: that moſt nomber : in quantites, 
To ſhow here: the mo@# ſhow of that qualitce: 

It ſhowth molt (quath the ſpider) and to ſhow how, 
Marke this thozte example that q ſhall ſhow you, 


One flowze: befoze two mirrours: being ſet here. et 


Thone mirrour crakt : in ten petes ſundzy: 


Thother whole . This lawze in theſe glaſes hal pers, 


at the whole glafe, as it is: ane flowze only. 
The crakt glas, ſhowth ten flow:s aparently. 
Foz of thoſe ten peeces of glaſſe euerpchone,. 
en one peete, (in n 
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THE.SPIDERZ 


S0 : this feire flow:e honeffie: in one ſpider plaffer 
And ten fits, eche one poſeſſed of lpke fame. 
Foz honeſtis ſelle, there is no moze purthaſte: 

In the ten flies, then in thone ſpider to name. 

The only diftrence (J ſay) in ſhow doth frame: 
Ten flowzs in the crackte glas: as thus to reſpekt: 
Ten flowzs in fozme, and one flow; in effect, 


That whole glatte doth ſhow ons flow; : and is no mo: 
That crackte glaſſe:making ſhow of flowzs: halfe a ſcozs 
Thers pet but one flow, at both theſe glaſſes lo, 

As in both theſe parts, one honeftte : no me. 

v9ell (quoththeflie) yet as J — 

One donetiie: in one ſpider, and in ten fliſe. 

Molt ſhow of that honeſtie: in thole tlie riſe. 


wich ſhow thowth ( dane te in all being one) 
A bewty: ſhining ol moze erelenſp: | 
In thole ten flies, then in thone ſpider alone. 
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THE SPIDELA 


Harbiters: willing both partt to ep backe eight, 
Beother butterflie (ſatd the ant) dete pe ſer =» 


Thenombzemoze and les: as theſe two — 


— (quathhe) to thatthet grows 
But thanefſines in thoſe flies: ſhewth moze cralent; 
As twenty ſtowes in the bzoken glaſſe: to bew: 
Show of thans flow2e in the whole glas: far out went 
Pe, in ſhow (quaththant) with pon J do conſent, *'* = 
ut by their equall degree of thatqualitee, 

This ſpider, and theſe flies, equally honeft bes. 


n 
we gre: wat the ſhow, ol one honelknes here: 


Then en the one ſpiders ſide: in ſhow can pere, 
And foz thoneltie ſelfe, to dzaw to ende nete, 
one demaunde: demaunded by ute, 


anſwering 1 
——— — fone fe, 1 4 


Jonetthis aegnicaſhinofhoneſines, 
To le whoare molt honeſt. ſpiders 0; files? 
To try therby the ſide mot credablll to ges, 
In thone euſdonce: that both ſides did deniſe, 
Eche ſide lin it ſelfe-yes (quoth thant that none deniſe. 

3Su? grawnh it. Since-quarh the. btterfie) thts trawth 


Y | Z 2 — 
N 2 = MAS | 


. | | 


AND THE'FLIYG! 


here d — 
all lyke de ſeing two ſew 


a witnes liſe, 


* 0 2 \ 8 eiern * — N. N I0 . * 

N RE EIIIIEERSY 
EO ADSI 
* — * L 0 mY — AN 


THE SPIDER ' 


But ſinte honeffie and not credence: (snow, 
The thing: to towchhere in place 

And that (foz leite) Apzonc fo pow: | 
One degree in both ſides bent, 
Thaton and thoſe —ę-—- tn 
Agre we foz that part: thus to reſolus. 7 
which reſolucion, let me to them tceuaius. 
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fils hangety (quoth be e) ye are a Tals knaue. | 
A rightltuerep (quothhe) turnde on the wzong ſide. 
But ltgerep aud wages: that ſpiders vourhCaue : | 


To genefiies,of one ſubſtance are verifide. ' 
Knaue vp: 8; take vp flie : thy wandzing woozdes wide, b 
Truly to try: how truth the touch tone may touch, | 
On whole lide: mal diſhoneſt ie, is tanouch, ; 
Al dichoneſt moozdes: in flies of ſplders had, a 
Cum ofdiſhoneff deedes: in ſpiders to ſliſe. | 
Thus ſaiſt thou, which ſatyng Mouth thee danke o mad, 


what ill oz wzong derdes: do we to pou deniſe: 
Durowne dindowes'ts vle; as our anne will apliſe. 
Pour dedes — — own, 


anerkennen geb) 
: peltt echatother and altatwlitr Sunn 


THE, SPIDER 


j 
But you: we: and our windowesto:: all ge to weacks. 
Bp pou couetous cutthzotes : the dinell choke xe 
wilt thou wech (quothhe) ley allthis on our backez| - 

Growne byour ftriues, nay flie and flies: Ile yoke ves 
with moze then halle part of the ill: ta ſmoke: ge. 
It is and hath ben ſaid: thers no good act e 
In plate, whereas eneryknauewil han lane. ati oh 


vo hich is terbor to pour ſide: foz ont of dout, N 
Pour cockapert pzide: and your couctous harts. : 
Baue bꝛougbt: maze then thzee parts of our tis about. 4 
Pour rude rebelins diſobedient parts: T1621! te!“ £088 
Much vnto our (and much moze to your own) fmarts;. ' 
Kicking and winting at every good der, 943410 { 

' Hath diſtroide good der in euer br ̃ t.. 


Good ander: tut by patde and cauetouſnes, ens: £43! 2 
In graunt , but how : loft by vor nap loſt y e v7 
Flies map be couetous, but an fox rithes!'7.717011 057 52 
Flies get none; Except here and there one talato: 13 
Pes (quoth the ſpider) many files are rich ma !'!( |» 
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vo hich exacte exattious: began, Iren me 
Ere files in ſale of anꝝ warts, com thold tate ran. 1 
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AND THI FLIW 


as I am frew-lentflman; thon lite un uv. 
as ye axe a trew ientiman: euen ſo I iy. 
But as pe axe a fals ientil manto diſcus, 
Pour falſhod and m truth, map ioine ialily. 

He pzoue ſtreight (quoth the ſpider) that thou lyeff, J. 
Foz rent? : and waꝛſe reiſde, thou ſaiſt ſpiders begoon. 
But marks how vnhoneſtiy that lydoth ran. 


Fine foofe to two: in winde es of this reme: 

Pe flies hold pet, in leaſe at vnreiſed rent. 

All holders wherof:ſell their wares: as extreme, 

as though their fermes at the moſt reiſed rent went. 
Now who begintd here: the firlf extozt extent? 

The flies (quoth the fie) but pet ſpiders begun: 
Toreiſe reat? befoze: as leaſes did out run, 


And as leaſes fall fl, ſo reiſe thef rent Hill. 

aud ill (of their goodnes) will reiſe : I dout not. 
In new leaſes: ot ſuch couenant? to fulfill, 

as the flies geins: no great ꝑiui tithes ſhall lot. 
The lewd lozds : their landlozds: in reckutng the ot, 
The lot of alowance: in both parts to ley, 

The ſpiders haue the creme, the files hane the whey. 


But ſpiders: letting farms, and ſlies holding farms. 
Thone letting farms gie, thother ſelling vitels dere. 

And of all ware ſellers: echſhifteth from harms. 

By reiſing his ware, as other wares apere. 

But all that on their penctons (03 pence) ltue mere: 

In windowes : without lande to let, az ware to ſell, 
lien [GEO 
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v9ell (quoth the ſpider) fo; leaſes nut run ut, 
Flſe fermers holding fermes pet: as ale rentgane, | | - 
Why raile thel their wares: with thother polling rout: 


Foz when your time cumth, you will fo poile and ſhaue; 
— — benfaters deoaan 


That thel know: pe adi it he tat framtheir beardes, _ 


And pe hie hed ſpiders: in a tonſptratie: 
Lonſpire in all windowes, to — 
D: kepe them in pour own handes, ts kepe thingꝭ hie: 


, Where aftie(quoth the ſpider) doble rent peith: 


Moze than he hath padde. There experience ſeith: | 


Their which robzy, hering any rumoz vpone, 

Df the laute, on vs ſpiders thei ley the weight 
Noꝛing: in raging dem we our land? do height: 
Making them begers (when thet with that thei win, 
Are able to purchaſe the fermes thet dwell in. 0 


woelllide: wel laide: (un the fle) A tvold hane lnb 
But now to our ground: on which our ſatyng aroſe. 
Foz diſhonettie, on both pare? to be leſde. 

Couetous and pzide: being chete grownds in groſe: 
To n 
Dtſhonelfte by couetulnes doth riſe, 

At the leaſt: as much in ſpiders as in fliſe, 


Thet take time (quoth the nie) while thei the time baus. 


Fooke what wares : at what pꝛite: that flies lolde befoze, 
_ Thoſe 0; wozſe wares he ſelth foz treble pztce moze. | 


S0 that if ſpiders reite rent?, tio poundesfrom ia 
Thzee pounds fr6 one: at leff flies rette their wares freight 


vs now: och part apoſe other in pzide. 
The which vice beg our mer cm abe bent, 


And yet (J tax) in b ibs 
Flies looking like lams lpke lions looke. 


9s nes, were rich | 
though pooze —.— . | 


Ot which: though fooltth mies : the ſuffrance! 
wile tes can not bzovke tt :foz thel finde in boone:: 
who was in thoſe golden dates, a genfleman. 


None as who ſale. And were there none now (lay wee) | 
The wozlve ſhuld be as goodnow, as it was them. 
If yemen flies: were put in antozitee, 

wee wold rule as well, as ſpiders f 
Shall Jak ſauce rule nowłlie: ſir 


we ſhall ſure be rulde: in all kinds oflawſe, n | 


2s well u Jan tante: as by miier John dawſe, 
* P it what 
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v9hat wit: oz what 
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1Sat wetydillhs ins der ene, zrind q 
eee in lune leaſtt 16 97 
Moze to ſet out hum Wien hisgeall,, u Iten. 


Theſe p;owd peacoks pzopertiſe ; wholly remaine,. 
Jn you pꝛowde ſpiders. Ind not in vs poozefiiſe, - 
But molt pzowde, molt fagle., as ies 

Files (quoly ho e io greed rnernſie. 
Are to fer vnlike loꝛds: lozds lookes teaterpzile, 
Zoꝛdlyke to looke, files countenance tan not bzooke:  - + 
Bu though flies lache nat lozdipke ; knaue like thet lobe: a 


er wazth two 9527 
9 . 


Df minlons, 
erg rere 
And ſure: thou holdſt perillous opinions. 
— — quicke, 

du " 
Ivefie (quold the . Ih 
Darke: Adden geg nee myth * 
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eee 
e as the had ben ond aha er. 
am hilde (quotht der) death tumt eck 
Tis file hath blau giblawie tn mine eare a pecke. 
J am poiſond (quoth the tie, deth rydth inthe rode, 
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oak ret capa 
$0 in the belf ſozt : as li to dere. 
Example wherof: no better pzofe enſurth, 
mme 


5 Saba bt tes gegeii, £7 
'q Man and moe, 
3 —— = NY 42 Pig 
tone to m bzag and böte, 
Tut thei pꝛoue on both ſides tenen dete, 
Imeane theſe twaine gone. wo hom vpon inguering, 
| Se: inhonefk audience, not wozth the hering, z 


edu «ſober ſpider) emen nerve: 
hering: in any plate. 
CR Cer, end 
; Bycamon counſels on both ſides: to purchaſe: 
Soon: them to ioine with vs in this cas, 
It ſemeth vnſemely foz vs to reiett: 
Such: as our electozs tu bs haue elect, 


It ſemth lo (ſaid the ant) and J fake it ſo. 
Bzother butterflie : will pe that thei depart: 
While we twaine, togroping of this matter go. 
Pe matter ant (quoth he) with all my hart. 
The! all (once againe) from them twaine reuart, 
| 5 ſum wapofavailing, 
To gather right reaſon, out oł rude railing. 
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moſt diſhonef, 


vohat kinds of tuts: we mai in the ſpiders find, 
The ſame (oz the lke) we —— in the tile. 

e that (I ſay)as equitee hath aſinde, 
6 
anova re e ſides: yet ye know: 
That honeffie in the files, ſhinth molt in ſhow, 


Foz that (which J fold you J wold in mind bere) [| 
mal — 5 — chere, 
dem (1 18 1 flies 
Moſt ſhow of honeffie, ſo moſt nomber here: } 
oft ſhow of diſhoneſtie: ſhowth in flies clere. | 
molt nomber of thoneft : ſhine molt in fame, 
Molt nomber of diſhoneff, ſhine molt in ſhame. | 
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of thoſe raſlers late gone: 
aten. dom. 


| t as one ground of our 
— — therto: conciderate 
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udhat makth all this euſdence fo; either live? 
All alich foz both (quoth be) now how ſap eus 
I lei the ſame (quoth thant) whertn is ſperifive, 
To hard a triall; to judge the beff ive tride, 
The belt five of both: fince doute hath thus vzownd it, 
Letz at lait, leaue it, as we at firit found x. 


Agrede (quoth the butterfiite) by mp good loch: 
Thetberewithtald againe, the ſpiders and fliſe, 
Ech hoping to here a tale, fo; his own tooth. 

But thant being (fo; an ant) lerned and wiſe 
Otherwiſe wetyng, otherwiſe did deuiſe. 

Of this pzoces pal, where to repozt the pith 
Fo; which (vnto them all, he made wel fozthwith, 
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AND THR FEI 7 
Now pe all: that toe two being up fall agreeve reede: 

w bat we ſhall ſay, we mult now full agre: 
nohere we ſhall ſay. vohich ſatyng mult be decreede, 
Bekoze thoſe fo: that did vs te derte, 
as triendes of trult: in this anfozite. 


The ſpider and ite (meane J) which two rr, 
Cheke grownds in the caſe, that we muſtnow declare, 


Thebutferfiie: and all the reit chere: ſeſde. 

Foz that repozt, that was the placemodt fit, + 

Let ba, with vs, (quoth thant) haue fozth in ede, 

Two ſpiders and two flies ; of credencs and wit. 

And all the ref, till our returne here to x. 
two with the two twole: folowing in oder, 
on; till thei cam to the copwebs bo der. 


The file in copweb foode bp, and pꝛater lefte. 
Lenging foz meede: of p;eter pzeive ere than. 
with deadlplooke : as death had lyfe berefte. 
But when the ſpider : into place cam than, 
A file: how he lookte pale and wan, 
thoſe withoat : vnto the lpider within, 
Lt their low curtix done, thant did thus begin, 
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AND THE FLIIE 


vohere you two: 
To adiudge 
Ok ſpiders and flies 


tuſtome rightite: 
all windowes ſituate, 


Tz part, what hath theron riſin lich, 
inet fine dothriſe,here the pith. 


In Ae 
Thiſſew to try was pe layde vnto vs,) 
reel. 
To both ſides, as reaſon map e 
Pou : foz you and all ſpidert 

all parts in all windowes = ſapdoye, 
ay vn 


atne, 


uy: 16 lth Flv, 
Wes rss SD ang; 


where: ſpiders and ſlles, a terteyne non 
Betoꝛe a pointed: ron 
=o rt te OR NY er " 
As repoꝛt ot ſpiders: ol abe 
Aten ebbcbatt eirs toviſpole, 


The flies they cald, one lic fo; all verffive, '- 


vntle andlifle good friend: lle. 
Tee ev wo ane rern ue 


argu, cdl a 0: what part we ſhould ratet 


u teme: and vs twrſne, 


al halle: by allfiies woozdes long to lies fide. | 
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Theſe two: in their 

— 0 two tales: likrence none, 

Fo mater ai woe n | 
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re 

e eee, 
— a lyhe credible, to vs too is 

That ing dificult: iin bs two to doo. 


vwherbpon : 

To Wan ee 

ny h parf, moft credence might 

whertn eee 

—— which ſide mol credence ' 

_ at laſt graunted this, foz arab ptr 

i . e 45) ag 
euery wights credence ; amounth in acount. 


Foz: honeſtie 

agrede thei, to be 

2 — ine, ml my — 
ee ;neffie was fownd 
Deion when all reſons were geuen, 
and! ch ate growing) 
done tie, one credence: in both parts ſhowing, 
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AND THE III 


Friende butterflie (ſaid the ſpider) how ſal you? 

gs maifter anthath ſaid ( ſaid he) ſo ſai J. 
Then (quoth the ſpider) with thank? to you both now, 
rot both diſcharge you. Str (quoth the butterfly) | 
My pooze kinsflie here: that in durante doth ly, 

Foz charge oz diſcharge: in euerꝝ condeſhin, 

I beſech your mathip handle him with ſcreſhin. 


A will (quoth the ſpider) vſe him no warſe. 

Then ſtandth with reaſon, law, cuſfom, and conſcience: 
I (quoth the nie) thoſe graunted grounds not reuarſe. 
gs: till I ſe them reuertt, in experience: 

JI ſee no tauſe: fo tontetue lack ot credente, 

Then hall J (and all flies) lawde pour equite. 
Undoutfull truſt wherof, much comfozteth me. 


Feare not that ſlie (quoth he) and theflie (of trototh) 
From dangerous daed: that he dzooped (neare, 


Hoppeth now in hope : as all outward ſhow ſhowth. 
But pet fog all thoutward bzag: that he did beare: 
Me thought he ſemde inwardly, not without feare: 
Yeaſt fatre ferthfull pꝛomiſe of pzeſentpleſance, 
Might daue fowle feithles diſpleſant perfo;mance- 


But betwene hope and dzede, he lying there till, 
Thant; and butterflie: the fowze ſpiders andfliſe, 
Tookeleane and departed. The ſame plate vntill, 
That thei laſt cam fro. v9here their company life. 
The ſpider in copweb, gone that to declare, 
Rok De bb" as ages 
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¶ want and butterflie ſet where they had ſit, thantr 

rae edge prop ea ant Aer 

copw#h,at end wherof the ſpiders and flies, 

— all in vapne, eche lide amonge them ſelles 
uring, | 
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OP Hontand butter: letwhers ger ert ad tt, 
Thoſe ſpiders 6 flies; ding where they erſt ſtood 
ant repeting this, they perteyuing in tt: 

Much time ſyent on all parts: and no part take good, 
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CxL SPIDER \ 


Herten cent ſodenl(e: af twink of Aye, 
Cam ſuch a flight of flies : in ſcattred rap, 

As ſhadowed the ſonne : from thearth to the ſkie, 
No kind office a line, but was there that dap. 

Tag and rag, like lions: raging now rage thap. 
Fleſhflies, butterſlies, land flies, water flies. 
Bees,humblebces , waſpes , hoznets,gnats of all ſles, 


The graund Captaine, fanding : amid mong this rought, 
woas the ite, that flange from thence in fewzie erlſt told, 
Seld hath bene ſeene ſuch a ſoꝛt. And all ſoſfought, 
Except here and there one: tempzate to beholde. 
Staues, bats , flubs, pichfozks ,mof begerlie molt bold, 
voherwith the ſpiders that erſt gaueenidence, 

In the copweb,tooke ſentuaxie fo; defence, 


where : whether this pzoude ſylder gaue woozd befoze: 
v3ho with that pert file : had befoze there pꝛated: 

Oz that ſpiders : of oʒdinarie: haue ſtoze:; 
Of all municion : foz warrs redie rated, 
A wot not. But without moze time delated: 
Oꝛdnante ol all ſozts round the copweb was lepde, 
And all ſpiders with all weapons, pzeft in eyde. 


Ech of them: harneſt meete fo; his pzoperte, 
Thereft,all in bzight haunefle capa pe. 


AND THE III. 


Theites, of all ozdnance were not deffitute, 
Noz furnithed : like as the ſpiders weare: 
Kuftie rotten peeces: their terrour to bzewte, 
They ſhot ot, and ſhot wids, of marks euerie whore. 

D;ums, fiffes , flags, and wiflers , none wanted thers, 
' Baners diſplaide on both ſides : alt arms bearing, 
In harolds books a vowde,foz both ſides wearing, 


The files,innomber,a boue the ſpiders far. 
The ſpiders, in oder, fer better then thate. 
The flies, will aduenture to make oz to mar, 
The lpiders, (not ſodenlie) ſobzel(waſe: 

To defend oz offend, the flies as they male. 

The ſpiders, in copweb wyll bide this ieobertie. 
The lies, in feeld wyll beſeege them at libertie. 
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THE SPIDER 


His ſunumerable ftocke of lies: are now, 

T'hey tooke thantpz(ſoner: with an bnaduiſed vow, 
To lpight the lpiders, who had nes long lppghted, 
That he ſhould ſkreſght be hangd,and then endited. 
© felonle: agataft fies: as an adherent, 


To ſyiders, in their vſurpacion vzgent. 


Hang him vp (quoth one)wlth wilde woozds and wide wit, 
A fals wzetchhe is. And well knowne euert wheare. 
And wo d be knowne no where: where euer he it. 
He hath two names: one name here, an other thears. 
Jn this place cald ant In that place cald piſmeare, 
And one lullpected varlet: two names to baue. 
Is i common (udgment,)ludged a talle knaus. 


Then fept fozth a ſozt ol tell ales, few;ſouflie. 
| v9ho: hauing taſt a halter about thants neck, 
To their tree of refozmacion ſtanding by, 
They fellie fo2f him, with manie a chozlith check. 
aludder to that tree was ſet. at a beck. 
us ßere he in daſt halde vp: and the halter fide, 
Turne the theefe of the ladder : thouſands cride. 


Small was the maruaill: though thant were much abaſht: 
xo ſe this ſone ſooden impoztable chaunce, 
"vobhe liuetꝭ in nature: but he muſt be daſhf: 
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ANDTHYEFLIE 


Fight now in wozthip ſet hie:as a ſudge: 
eum now, ſtanding tn ſhame to be hangd hie, 
Jt w.: fo him, a fecl'ng greefe of grudge: | 
Cinknowne to all: that haue not felinglie; 

Felt of the ſame, in their experienſie, 

His looke and hew now, and late:ſo vnlie, 


T hat to the hart; a (ew that ſight muſt ſtrike, 


Jn which agonſe:calling to him his wit: 
One wiſe fie; at all fozmar talk pꝛeſent. 

Seming with all flies pꝛeſent in good credit, 
He p2epd to pecſwade all there: to be contenf, 
To here him ſpeak,ere he his life ſhould relent- 
But reaſon (quoth that ſlie) and therwithail, de, 
To get thant that grace, gat him in to that tre. 


The ſlie there bent to ſpeake the taptaine graund, 
By mouth of an harolo:at trompet ſownld, 

In pꝛotlamation.did ſilence freight commaund. 
vherat : a few wozds here and there in ears rownid, 
To here that flic ſpeake, their ſpeche was all dzownid, 
whervpon the captat1e bidding that flie ſap, 
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THE SPIDER 


Nothers (and bꝛotherlie freends)all; I dont nat: 
Pe know me a flie: and take me ſuch a file, 
As fo: ant: oꝛ ſptfder-: in ante what: 
Wyll nat be faiſe,to the flock that naturallie: 
J ought to be trew vnto:to liue oz die: 
Fo: this ant and all ants: what J ſhall ſay now, 
Shall appzous menone of them,but one of pou, 


Of whom: eche one:an other my ſelf to ſey. 
And ech one to other:(J bope,)likewiſe knif, 
Zet vs all as one;entring this one tournep, 
Enter the path, as we map pas thozow it. 

One depe enduction wherto: ſuged in my wil, 
Js to flee raſh deedes rachlie done here. Foꝛ ſuch, 
Dane vndone all; in our like caſe, verie much. 


One of whith danngerous deedes ( vnder cozrection,) 

we do in this deede: thant thus to death to dzaw, 
Without accuſacion oz detection: 

wherby might appere anie tolour of law: 

To kill bim. This lo doth mp conſcience gnaw. 

And pet moꝛe: the nombze here in ire ſo ffurd, 

That they wold haue him hangd,and not ſpeake one wurd. 


vo hich deede:if we do,wheare are our like monſturs: 
Firff to appzehend an ant vndetected: 
Spy any colour, that anie woꝛde conffurs, 
To be epther detected,o; ſuſſpected: 
And not onlie ſtreyght vnto deth, diretted: 
But dy, not ſuffrid to ſpeake,defame of us: 
That perpetuall tromp, will blow ; in ſhame of vs. 
upherkozs 
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AND TIHIITIII. 


vober ? oz * foz bs (and not fo: him) as J ſeide: 

Jſew to you , as he hath ſewde to mee. 

To here him ſpeake, which ſpethe ol yon herd and weyde, 
as vou ſhalbe a grede,ſo ſhall J agree, 

To hang him:oꝛ ſaue him, as we cauſe ſhall ſee. 

This tale thus told, do wne the ſlie againeflifth, 

And where he erſt did ſit, theare hs agapne ſitth. 
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THE SPIDER 


Uith this: a chirme in mumering there fell: 
| Amonſt them all. They in flocks flocking anone, 
Here and there aflock : ike ſoꝛt to like. To tell, 


3 HY Axon AO AO». + © 


They: minds, And ſum p:cploe.ſum diſpꝛeyſde the tale gang 


This tale ſhowth this fie honeſt and wiſe (ſaith one) 
De is a falſe flattring fue (ſepth another) 
De ſayd well: but he ment ill (ſapde ſome other) 


Thant hath bꝛibid him:(quoth one)he is toꝛrupt᷑ ſew2e, 

An ant bꝛibe a flie (quoth another }wherwithz 

with one ol bis eggs, that is a ſoꝛe alewze. 

To tempt a flie,nave'quoth one)thts is the pith; 

De is a ſpie: foz the ipiders (Fffeuen ſit) 

J herd no wozde(quoth one) to ſuſſpect bim by, 
(Quotzh one) all pis wozdes ſound ſulſpictouldy, 


So manie heds,fo manſe witts. There were ſene. 

T boneſt flics:that flies tale, bene lie did boote. 

; be contrarie.tooke dis tale contrarie tlene. 

J berd by ſum nes wozds: and ſaw by theyꝛ locke. 
That thill ſozt : the good ſoꝛt: againfl their wils tooke, 
Eood flies wolde haue luſfred: and haue ſit eutn ſtill: 


Kather then haue riſin: by fozce of thpll, 


But fo:th he muſf{ thep ſay) that the deuill doth daiue. 
T hinges are not wzought: by wpſdome in ſuch a tout: 
will: and not wildom, muſt ſuch matters tantriue. 
All tuerte of ſafte, to bzing in a dout. 

Oz to ſet ſafte vndoubtedlue Quight out, 

In which ſafte ; ſuch flies: as ſat faſt befoze, 


Mult leaue poly; to take hold, on contrarie y. 
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De muſt blow his bing. On els his hart mun 
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Uhat a lot of captayne toblers haue toe here: 
Under our graund tapteyne, J charge euerichone; 


Kepe ſilence, and obedlance all in tere. 


In the tirtumſition that we govpone, = 
. the victozte lith on your hands. not one. 
rr os and like capon cockers cock, 
butterfites mult heart bide the ſhock, 


And why not we waſps(quothone)as welas you: 
vohy not we dozs as well as bothe ( quoth one doz) 
vobe not lies: and gnats: (quoth one)of ech ſazt now: 
Being a hewge heape : excding all nombozz 

To ouercum ponder ſpider ſenſoz: 

As well as fewer great luburs, Mark this mark: | 
The old pꝛouerbe ſayth,manie hands make light ark. 


So liabt wark theyz light beds, tox light hands made: 
That ech wons light fiſt was bent to others eare, 

So0zt agayne ſozt:thep anone entred ſuch trade, 
That I thought they wold all haue gone by thears theare, 
Til thetr captatne : with cap in hand, to fozbeare: 
In beleching entreated them. vohich heate gone, 
Let the butterfite ſpeake ; they cride euerichone, 


The buttertlie blontlie thus entred agayne. 

uo hat deuyll flies be you freends be pou ſo haſtiſe: 
That pour freends mate not ſpeake their wils: plat + plete 
A deutls name ( J ſate)pour chating toungs chaſl iſe, 
J wene pou eate no ſkins meate but daw paſtiſe. 
Deace dawpates: while I tell a thing now reſounff, 
Jn my bead, which to vtter A am compountt, 


we 


ye. 
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AND THE III. 


ye bold baue the ant hangd,befoze he be hard. 

Fo: that thinke you moſt poliſie as ſcons my dere: 
pe mate not here him firff : and hang him afterward: 
But euerie fite thinking him ſelle Foode now here, 
voheare this ant fandth,and at hanging euen as nere, 
Should it not ing him like tang of an adder? 
Tothinke fo bo turnd without ſpeech from this ladder, | 


woyſe flies tale: it is ſin fo lie on the deuill 

Then here the trouth told, of this pzeſent pooze anf. 
v9ho that can cauſe him, let him lege the euill. 
ut my ſoule from ſauaſhin :flide to hell a flant: 
Ihe in our bitterment, hond anſe want: 

Df conchinable diffrancte. Jn his wooꝛds dolt: 

ut betwent both parts ood vpright as a bolt. 


Pon all: weing this thing in ponderaſhin, 
Jnhering of him what equaltte pe how: 
And in not hering him: what flaunderaſhin: 


To vs all: ſhall grow, that ſince pe all do know, 

woey it quithlie, and pour minds therin out blow, 
Done he flew : wher vpon the flies ſaſde they wold, 
ll And thervyon this tale he told. 
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THE 71 II 


P maſfers flies here all in generall: 
And eche one pertitulerlie:J humblie pzaſe, 
what things J ſhall touch,generall oz ſpecall; 
To take to the belt. And fir that I mate: 
As remembzauncer of your remembzaunce,lep 
N | One ſpetlall meane fozth here; remembzed to be, 
13 «FP Dꝛawing herers in all things to equite, 


And equife, in all things: to gine oz fo take: 
9 (Among other bertues)is a vertew pewze. 
. Inequite, foz wong, no waie tan make, 
where equite, is ſet and ſetled ſewze, 


1 Feoz equite in no wiſe map endure: 
| Balante, to anie one ſide, caſ o dꝛeuine. 
Sagqutte, eguallie: kepth the balance euine. 


Which meane : foz which equife fo be obteynde, 
Is: that herers: in hereing this mi caſe, 

| Se: that diſtinitiue (udgement be refrepnd, 

In anie part therof; to take anie place, 

| Tyil the whole be herd. vo hich hering to purchaſe, 

l Is my great ſewt, 3Seſeching all to ſuſſpende: 

i Judgement in euerie part: till all parts take ende. 


N 


N 

| Fir fozme : next fo; you and me: [aff foz you: 
| I ſew fo be hard And firſt foz me, marke all. 
| From all offence by me done: topou here now, 
11 Spns J tam, in this caſe that doth here fall, 

i . IJ am clearde, y one vnſpett foz parſhall, 
| A meane that wozſHipfull maiſter butterſlie: 
| bo trieth me; to bang det here indien 
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AND THE FLIK' 


ge cleerth me ſins J cam, And befoze J cam, 
tap flie (Julfiie) to my charge can ley: 
Jnanie thing wapying the wepght of a dꝛam, 
Ey worde, 02 deede:: efther open 67pzftiey: 
teuer I hurt ſue: anfe maner wey. 
| my ponichment here: be fo ample, 
Dit all ants may therby fake an example. 


But being clere ſins A cam: and mozefauow: 
Being clere till J tam: from woozde and deede ill, 
aus: why will ye hiti me, who hurth not yow, 

Foz neuer did hurt you, noz neuer will. 

gun neuer tan: though will wold ill fulfill, 

This:foz my lelfe lepde, (as to my ſelfe pꝛoued, 
J hope my lelfe lure: from harme by you moued. 


Secondly : fo2 you and me both, this meane J. 

pfye dꝛaw the blood of me: (thus innoſent, 

is the los is (mall, ſo naught wpn pe therby. 

But (as is ſaide) inkamie ofendlcs extent, : 
which paine fro me: and ſhame frompou ko pꝛeuent, 
The ſafe ſalue foꝛ both ſides : is this to decre, 

aue pou mp life, and that ſaueth pour honeffe, 


Third: and laff poynt: nought fo2 me, all foz you; 
Pzoupng me, not only: you no whit to hate, 

But much to lone ; a tale Jle tell and a vow, 

which: you hering and folowing: in ſtedie ffate, 
tall ſtedulie ſt ey pou, from harme in debate: 

That hangth oner pour heds: much moꝛe than ye ſe, 
Wherin foz pou and not foꝛ me, (J ſay) here me. 
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THE SPIDER 


Among many pzeſepts ph(loſoficall: 
Geuen to all perſons: to take pzofet by, 

Foz tyme: plate: LL 
One ſerueth in ſentence moſt 
The woozdes ſhozt: the mafterlong : the reaſon by. 
vobich woozdes and matter, on theſe woozdes do ö 
Ere thou ought begin, haue an eie to the ende. 


This pure pꝛeſept: as all oft in woozdes ſep it: 
Af all did do it. in effertuall deede, 
So that our deeds did it: as our woods wei it. 


Oh: what commonitee therby Chuld pzoceeds. 


Our full felicitee ; ſhuld thervpon bzeede. 
As contrartlp bzeedth: in contrary ſhow, 
Inkelicitee: as we feelinglp know. 


v9ho wold begin a kray: and his fo therin kill: 

If he lookt to thend, that ſhuld hang him therfoze. 
I wene all the wozld, ſhuld be kept from all ill: 
Rept we this leſſon well, in pꝛattiſed loze:; 
Zo thend of beginning: to looke euermoze: 
Betoꝛe we begtn,foz when we haue begoon, 
The leauing of lightly, is not lightly won. 


Small things begun : without looking to their end, 
Lum oft to ill end: great loſſe, and ieoperdet. 
Great things: begoon than: none Jie on thend tatend, 
At (oz ere) their beginning: we muſt agree: 

To be our much moze diſcommoditee. 
As things: greatter and ſmaller : differ in ſiſe, 
So diffreth here: diſcommoditee likewiſe. 
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AND THE FLIE; 


and of all our great thyngs:no one of moꝛe wepght, 
Noz therby moze meete: thend therin to wey: 
at beginning, then is that bitter beyght: 

Of w;echid war. The very locke and key, 
Thatlacheth and lockth bs all, from quiet fep. 
who that(in ralhe roofe)beginneth to contende, 
He cepenth beginning, ere he tum to ende. 


Itis a thing: right far be yond an ants reche: 
To blaſe the plat of 


* 


Set a bꝛothe by war, hut ſhozt ſum to 
warres harme: and good, ſtand bothe vnſpea kably. 


Both are (J ſay)baſpeable ſa u , 101. 
war hath dene moze harme: then tale of toung tan holds, 
war hath done no good, and nought can not be tolde. 


war hath w2ought ſuch wo : that all ties commiy, 


Haning in all times had 
Ok raſhe beginning of war: the peace tobzeake, 
They ſeeing (in their war) their winning weake, 


Wolde leeſe half the good they had: to peace to fall: 
Natßer then ieberd in war: goods lite and all, 


And of both ſoztes in this caſe, werted in war, 

flies haue had euer cauſe; ts miſlike war molle. 
When ſpiders and ſlies: haue falne at this lyke iar, 1 
fes quarels: whert flies, mightmot their ryght bolle: yr 


Tere pe nos menos J 
gud mach of ther offpzing, lot in enermoze, 21 | 
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THE SPIDER 


with howth (as ſpiders calte, that noſedicion; 
Can haue good ſucſes. In flies interioꝛ: 

fl ; By ſfoburne war, but by humbyll petition: 
| | Foz thing interſoz, oz exteris2. 
| Flies mult ſew: to the ſpider ſuperioꝝ. 
They take this as a full hold: nat to be remif, 
vo ell framid files, wyll ſuffre and not reſtft. . 


Flies w:eks in wars: in time paſt: pfflſes renolue, 
How ſpiders copwebs : flies ſepultures haue beene, 
'F Pour wiſe quiefrettre,ſhall this war diſolue. 

| But pk ſmart of time paſt: be fozgoton cleene, 
8 Laſt Jye to parell, at Jyepzeſentite ſeene. 
New ponder copweb taſtell: with endifrent fye: 
And marke whether pe be macht endfrentiye, 


Behold: the batflments in euerie loope: 

Dow thozdinance lieth : flies ter and nere fo fach, 
Behold : haw euerie peete: that ith there in groopst 
Bath a ſpider gonner : with redy fired math. 
Behold: on the wals : ſpiders waking ware wach. 
The wach ſpider: in the towze a larum to ffrike, 
At a pzoch «any nomber,ſhowing war like, 


Se thenpꝛenabill fozt: in enerpbozder. 

Dow euerie ſpider ; with his weapon doth and, 
So thozowlie harneſt: in ſo good o2der: 
The capltall ſpider: with weapon in hand. 

Foz that ſozt ot ſowdiers: ſo mand. 
with copwebs: like caſfingnetts : all flies fo quell, 
My hart chaketh at the ſight; be hold: it is hell, 
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AND THE FLIT, 


ggatnlf whoſe rength there, your weaknes here behold, 
Sum haue harnes: moſt haue none: all out of rep, 
Lapitapnes : pꝛattiſed: politine and bold, 

Few oz none haue ye: this armie to tanuep. 

But eche in others neck: as ſheepe ſtart a ſtrey. 
Oꝛdinante meete foz the ſhip, ye bꝛing to the feelde, 

But fozce without ozder ; winth victozte ſeeide. 


And put caſe: that ofyou fotie thouſand fliſe: 
Thirtie thouſand: ſhall ſcape, and his window win. 
pet: if ech one of pou ; in him ſeife ſurmiſe: 
That he ſhalbe one: chat ſhall die entring in, 
vohat one fite (of all flies) wil thaCaute begin? 
No one, but that one that from home now come, 
Shall thinke him ſelfe wiſeff, that ſoneſt goth home. 


But to die all: and in this window nought geyne: 
Df that: ſayde pꝛattiſe of time paſt: aſſew2th ye. 
To venter life : and ſuffer deth,are thinges tweyne. 
Uentring of lite, tobtepne right, oft ſe we. 
But to venter life :where deth bath certente, 

Fo: theſe kinds of right: to die: while ye map line, 
No wile fie wtll :but right rather oner giue. 


But it pour harms of time pak : be foꝛgoten, 
Warning of pꝛeſent harms: at pꝛeſent time take. 9 
Of which two meaſures : if none may be moten, K 
Time paſt, noꝛ time pꝛeſent, (of which two J ſpake,) q 
Zit the third: time to tum: be meane, thend to make. A 
Weping that m time to cum. The end muſt tum: 1 
Te one end of tdure, which folow here in lum. 
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THE SPIDIR 


After this war begoon, either both parts call: 

Take ende with condiſion:as both part? can gre, 
Oz continew in war, time perpetual: 

1 Oz the flies (by the ſpiders)conquered ſhalbe , 

4 ©: the ſpiders conquered by the flles. Now ſe; 
l How : in eche one end of theſe fowze:thall a riſe, 

Paynfull perelus penuries, to all flies, 


| Firſt:ifpe after a time had in conflickt: 
| Take ende with the ſpider : by tompolition, 
| Beſide the ſlies: that to death ſhalbe addickt: 
The ſuruluers: call recepue ſuch condiclon: 
At the ſpiders hand: as the diffribicion; 
Shall make flies at end: bid fie on their winning, 
And alter that end: repent their beginning. 


Second: this war:continuing confinualy, 
Euerp pere, moneth, weeke,dap,howze,cuery minufs 
Many ties ſhall die. and all may feare to dy: 142 
v9hat flie can beſure: one howzes lie texetute: 
At popntes of all weapons, euer had in purſute. 

In vndoughted death: and doughtfull deadly life, 
This ende ſheweth (mall difrens, where reaſon is rifet 


Xhirdly : pf the ſpider do conquere you fliſe, 
What ſo euer lie then: hun ſelfe beſt be hauses: 
The beſt and the wozffe: all in one rate ſhall riſe. 4 
Now frank free franklin flies, then all vile bonde flaues. 
Fr Now flie tn light windowſe, then ſit in darke taues 
\ Flies beginning war: ending thus, they ſhall clere, 
F Their helloz purgatozp, begin euine here, 


| 
l 
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The fourth: pf you flids ſhall the ſpider conqueare, 
Then ſhall all ſpiders go to wzacke firſt ;no dout. 
and after ſhall the flies folow :eueri wheare. 
when flies haue kild ſpiders: that fey the retods rout, 
Then flie againſt ſlie: comun cuthzote moſte ſtout. J 
Foure endes: in this one war: thow (thone and thother, 
The lalt being wozfte, )ech end wozs then other, 


In time paſt: time pꝛeſent: and in time to coome: 
Sins pe haue woon: do win ;noz ſhall win here ought, 
Beter wende pour ſhip a loofe ; and take ſea roome: 
Then roon her on rockes, and to ſhipwzak be bzought: 
It is to fer tet: and ferder to dere bought: 

To let: and bye thinges: with no les los in ſtriues: 
But with los: both of all your liuinges and liues. 


Here haue J ſayde my minde: vnder pzinciples leid 
Firſt :deſiring vou to here me thoꝛowiy. p 
Ere ye judge any part, of what I ſhouldſhew, 

And then to iudge me, by equite equaly. 
nohervnto: foz hereing in this caſe ſewde . 

Firſt foz me, next foz you and mo, laſt faz vou. 
Of which pꝛoles a bzigde, ele pith apꝛochth nato. 


Fo: me: the ies and butterflies tales: I weydet 
To my diſcharge.Sins J tam: ofall offence. 

and befoze J tam, my diſcharge my ſeile leyde. 
wherin : my tale being gilties nofence, 
Fo2 pou and me, both in reſon and tonſiens. 

To ſaue both ſides vpright, this tounſell Jgane, 
ES hn Bang 6; laue. 
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Foz you and not mein pour pꝛeſent quarell, 

On this pzinciple, my hole talke did depende. 

Ere we ought begin; namelie thing of parell, 
wildem wilth vs, to haue an Jye to the ende. 

In ſarelus quareius eaſe: to tontende: 

Lhieflte this: in time paſt: p;eſent ; and to tum, 
How pe ſped: anb be like to ſpede, I ſhoud the ſunt, 


But to end at beginning: you talking Jpe, 
At this pooꝛe toumſell: of pooze Intonte ant, 
Ot ſhap and good wit ſmall; of good will great and bye, 
I ſhall reioyſe. Hoping here ſhall be no want: 
Df equite : in mp dilcharge this infant. | 
uo bich y huitiblypzap: and ſo to end to fall, 

I ſay no moze; but the great God ſaue pou all, 


This done: 4 noyſe began of ſuch a hnzztng, 
Ech one.flie blowing in an other flies care, 
As if ten milions ot flies had ben buzzing. 
And all: by this tale ſo aſtonide in feare, 
That moſt of them: their weapons could ſcanflybeare, 
Thants perſwaſtons: in dꝛede of deth:ſtrake them ſo, 
That hundzeds cride oute, home a gapne let vs gs, 


with this mdittifer graund captapne the great bzagger 3 
Was much a maſed, and vengeably vert. 
To ſe theſe flies now : ſo vnſtedilp ſtagger, 
So late ſo redie: to bʒing their fooſe perplext. | 
This time (thought he) ſhould giue warning fo the next, 
Pk he ſcaped this: at all times ta be ware, 

voich taint fond ales, to iſke agapne a warfare, 


BE” © © 


In all ke fumults : that fites do thus pzocure: 
Of ſimple lies, molk are pardned that thus riſe. 
Bat captaine files (as he is now) are hang ſure. 
Of which pꝛeſent daunger, to put delate in e. 
He wound into that tree: and ſilence woon, 

The fites tentoꝛage againgthis he be goon. 


m } 11 On; : 


< Sn 


2 Cc 
CY 


*-- * 
es N 
1 


23928 


1 
LI 4 
* 1 7 
2 — S 
= al 
j Ll 7 $ . \ 


Mane 


\ 


ae | 
was 
2 
eee 
- = ' 
I 0 \ - 


r FA 
a FAY = — 
<A HAN. 
. Ps 


— rr 7 _ 


WW WAA SHORT 


8 
( 


— 


\ 


a 


PDR} 
Namn, 
1 


<<" 


f 1yW 

| = N 
| IAI n 

I 


| \ L 
| wr 


WZ. 
III 


SD . 
Nun 

N 
Jl 

1550, 
5 n 
— I "Ul 
WWW MIL 
MM. 
1 TT DLILIND vwhli 
/ IN 
umme 


uh I» 
TTL) LID )LLL 


000000000 Bf,.. 


| Pyth of thants woozds ; pzoue him to be your great i tende. 


WW WHEL Awes f 456 Od. 


» 
Tin 17191 


Irs: J Ce well chis tale ofthis ant here fold, 
Topaſle this ſeone parel, putth pou in ſuch dzeede, 
That manie are minded to leaue of theſr hold. 

As though leaning of now,ſhould pour ſafgard bzeede, 
as it ſhould not. Noz foz that it ſhould in debe, 

Dis tale is told nowhit. But all told foz this. 

To ſaue him ſelſe, and thoſe ſpiders freends of his. 


He ſeeth what and whe he ſaith. vo hich you ſe nat. 
De fo;eſeeth: (ffeare vziue vs to ronne awate, 
That we ſhall not onlie leeſe this window plat, 
But in fleeyng. like fleaſe kild in chaſe from rate. 
Which ſhalbe (be knowth well) our lepſerleſſe dale; 
To be (aplers to ants,and he therv;on, 

(Being bis owne Japler)bzeakth iayle and is gone. 


This wale ; our enemies win all, and we leeſe all. 

They laugh, and we wepe. They lfue,and we die. 

They in lame, we in ſhame.Perpetuall. 

And without toſt, paine,o2z daunger,by and by, 

This ant at libertie, immediatlie. 

Thus:where thats woozds cho him to be pour great frive, 


Sum clarks(ofwhom this litie ant not leaf clark) 
Lan: fine lies: as finelie as fine trew tales, tell. 
Kight ſide : 03 wzong ſide; they can turne in eche weozk, 
And make flies take either ſide,trew as goſpell. 

dich turne in this tale: to apperem ſequell, 

Jhane deuiſde a watt: ( hauing your conſent,) 

Here it: and ſpeake to it as pour bzeffs are bent. 
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as this ant tlarklie (02 traſtelie here,) 
Hath caſf mante maſing miffs befsze pour fyſe? 
Of much dzead by much daunger, hers to a pere, 
$0; vpon his lite oz deth,let him deuiſe, 
upon the ſame ground: that your feare doth a riſe, 
a ſpeech to the ſpiders. To ſhow what depe dzeads, 
He can dzaw oz dziue; in to their harts and heads, 
wbith ground is thts, Ere anis wight ought begin, 
Haus an Jye to thend, The wiſe wight ſayth: (ſapth he, 
vpoherin; (to mach the feare that pou be now in,) 
Af he bꝛing ſpiders: in as much feare of ye; 
As he hath bꝛought you (nfearegfthem tobe, 
Then at returne pardon him. Goods, lite, and land, 
which il pe do not, then hang him out of hand, 


Be it fo tried all: then ſayd this one that all leades, 

Lhooſe foztie flies: to gard this ant that here ſfands, 
Twentie;whoſe hands we truſt moze thentheir heades, - 
Ind twentie: whoſe heades we truff moze then their hands, 
All of hart truſtie: both power and poliſis bands* 

And foz feare of fals meaſures ; among all theeſe, 

Send ſum, that ſumwhat leaue behinde ; loth to leeſe. 


This ſayd, and thantſwozne, his beit here to be bent, 
in harold with trompet: and truce baner ſpleyde: 

Foz their ſafe conduckt, to the ſpider they ſent. 

The ſpider ; warnd watch, to ſe their cuming fepds, 

It ſhould (to his honour,) be repzoche he ſayde. 

To treate with traytoꝛs: in ozder ol arms, 


But of grace, he graunth them tq cum without harms, 
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The harold and that reſte: to the taptaine fe; 
And all fies, the ſpiders ure did declare. 
vherwith:togard they choſe out fites foztie- 
whome: while they were chooſing, onecople are: 
Two flies of byſte wit : as ſondʒy flies are, 

Fell to denining {by conderfure toſhow, 

what ſhould: in tes melage, and melenger, grow, 


| How ſeiff hon mp frende (quoth thoneflie) to this get 

| Udhat woldeft thou gine ts haue the Ants office now: 

Geue (quoth thother fie, )not paring of a Pere. 
Noz A (quoth he) but wolde rather make a-vow, | 
To leaue all that Jhane, and liue at the plow: ©: 
Then tabeit. nohats thy minde therin{quath thether?) ) 
That ſhalt thon here (hering tis, quot he) bzother. 


Wh If ſofall : that thank bzinge not ſylders in feare, 

| Then ſeth he him felf hanged: at tuming agatne. 

And bz ſpiders in feare: when he tum t⸗ theare, 
De is (ndaimger, of the head ſpiders dildaine. 
wo hich is a nother death. And to ſcape both twaine, 
J take it to be, a biſie, peece ofwarke. 
And to ſhoote at, a croked trabid marke. 


Foz both theſe caſes (quoth thother flie)put caſe; 
In either caſe of both, than deth do enſew. 
— phenao yh Yen ye; oe vagy 
hat wil thant labour to eſthew, - 
[4 | Whoſe kirſt patell: in — — | 
It ſhall enfozs the unt: in all the fozce he may. 
Foz feare of death by flies ; the ſpiders to trap. 
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Note (quoth thother flie) to this, this oblettion, 
— the ſpiders and the ant:ioyneth nie. 
which : ſhall make thant ieperd much: by affection. 
In ſpightful woozdes: to comfozt ſpiders ſpightfully, 
Kather then diſcomfozt them: thus fearingly, 
J baue ſcene ſum, that foz this like cauſe vpſfood, 
whole craftie coucht tales, haue done moze harme th? good. 


They haue done ſo (quoth thother) and they do ſo, 
v9here feare is (mall, bypenalte being ſmall: 

But where penalte (as here) to death doth go, 

In the ants like tales: few trip: 02 none at all. 
Manie ſap oft,honger perſeth the fone wall. 

But honger and feare :where both cum in like bye, 
feare perſeth: as depe as honger,make ye ſewꝛe. 


Thefather his ſonnne: and the ſonne his father: 

The wife her huſband : and the huſband his wike: 

The bꝛother, his bzother,all theſe we gather: BY 
To haue ſeene : ( compeld by feare;) where feare was rife, 
Bewzey, and be trey echother.Jn feare oflife, | 

Sceld ſe we: ſonaturall a fooliſh kind elf, 

But be will hang his father ito ſane him ſelf, 


Oft (quoth thother) tys lo, ſum kimes other tolle. 

Ol flies condemd, the kather and ſonne, bo th haue: 

Upon their knees : ſewde with llowing watred Jyſe : 

Ech him ſelf to be hangd: the other to ſane. 

That ſute (quoth thother ite) is no comon ſlaue: 
 Butin his apparenee ;ſo traunge a ſtraunger, 

Thathis preſence(this time) wyll 3 
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But tontrarie: thele like ſtoꝛmes we le off, 

vohere Ants, ſpiders. 0; fes. thants like tale mut tel, 
D: they in auctoztte: fozft vp aloft, | 

Not foz that their ſetters vp: truſt their truths well. 

| But (as this ant) ijnade inſtruments at parell: 

ii There ſhall feare\ozce them: foz feare af ſuſpicion, 

To ſticke faſt, to tjeir fozſers diſpoſition. 


1 They wet (0; they weene,) that they be watched lo, 
: That if they be bit ſuſpect : to wzing a wie, 

They be vndone: J would rather chooſe wy to, 

| To be my iudge: in caſe tudiciallie: 

1 Zhen mp freend, in this fearful foſt fate: foz whe, 

| Feare of fa:cers ſhall fozce him: moze eide to rate, 

To hu foe : whome they loue, th? his friend; whom they hats, 


. Pee lay well (ſaide thother) but J ley to this, 
Saide ſuſpected (oztes: in feare of auctozite, 
Not with>anding; ſuſpition danngerus is: 

1 Pet ſum, in faction oz affection we ſe, 
Oz other cozruption, ſo affected be, 
Though life lie vpon it: yet by meane direct, 
Oz indirect, they woozk their affections effect, 
our ſoole cauſe of tali nom. 


And fo or this an 
What eu — he foꝛ feare make, 
To bꝛing ſpiders infeare: to bzing them to bow. 


Pet: either fo: natures:m affections ſake, 

A feare, he will wilite the wꝛong waie take. 
And J hope (quoth thother) his pꝛeſent parell, 
Shall ſtinie ſtt eine him, to ſtrengthen our quarell. 4 


AND THE 1711 


A ut betwene pon and me: in fine thus is it. 

pou feare here the woꝛſt, and J hope here the bell. 
Pou in which feare ; and I in which hope, let vs ſit, 
$ilentlte tyll pzactiſe by pzofe haue expꝛeſt, 

In what ſcope (foz what ſcape,)the ants tale hall reff, 
The other flie bepng a greede vnto this, 

To ſe this end, both attend as meete now is. 


This talke doone, koꝛtie flies (and thant with them flew 
Stretght to the ſpider: befoze whom thant now ſtandes. 
But how thant fleeth now, that ſhall eftſoone enſew. 

The ſpider was garded: round about with bandes. 
Sauing: a lane, made with tipfaues:and other wandes 
That thant to the ſpider : in hering and ſhow, 

Myght ſate(as he did ſaie)at turtſie made low. 
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THE SPIDER 


5 | Dnoꝛable ſp: male it pour honour like: 
| To conſider; that in aſtaires meare mundeine, 
"it Poliſte:and powze : do not the ſtroke ſo ſtrike: 
a | That lkrife (at ſtaues end) toʒ victoezte oꝛ geyne: 
I! no inth alwate the ſtrong, on the weake tobteyne: 
ﬀ But lumtime we ſee: foztune,hap, oꝛ chaunce, . 
1 The weatzer: above the ſtonger, in ſtrife a vaunce, 


ndherof: my ſelłhere mirrour to behold, 

| Sum poliſie, polittke heads thinke J haue. 

And of pour pow2e at hand. Might haue ben bold. 

4 But poliſie and powꝛe:my ſeit now to ſaue, 

in Lhaunce wold not ſuffer : but chaunce both awale dzaue, 

ö Sodenaeſle of chaunte: this chaunge in me bath wzought, 
From liking liuelie life,to doſefull death bzought, 


With halter here about mp necke, as pe ſe. 

Keſptghthane J woon, to ſe pou ere J die, 

Fo: two things. One to p2ate all to pzaie fo: me. 
An other ,(as J am bound naturallie:) 

To warne all: ofdeepe daunger here pzeſenflſe, 
At ipe, in hand. But pe pour heads dzaw nere, 
To here and vſe mp counſel! folowing here. 


This ſage ſaping,the wyſe haue ſaſde and ſa ie. 

Daue an ipe to the ende, ere thou ought begin. 

Ok tyis debate: begon then, thend here wate. 

nohat ſmall oz no pleaſure, pe can therin win. 
And what greatdiſpleaſure,ye map be bꝛought in. 

. P:outng pou: (at beſt) nought to win by this war, 

And pzouing you: (at wozſt)vtteriie to mar, 


One 
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AND THE FLING 


One point offoure, thts ſrite tumth to ofneede, 
Either: after ſtrite: tagree by a greement, 

Oz euer to ſtriue and neuer be a greede, | 
Oz pou ts ſubdew the flies: by the ſwoo:ds dent, 
©; the filtes to conquere pou, by foꝛte feruent. 
How: il this beginning. ſhall farder begin, 
Caſt a line to thend, and mete what pe ſhall win, 


Firſt: fagree alter time offfrife taſfed, 
In meane time: on both ſides the moztalitee, 

pour copwebs,thep; cotages,wozne and waſted, 
all wudowes vacant: of moſt fertilytee, 
au from good 82der;to ſinfull ctutlttee. 
The beſt end ( foz both ſides, being extented, 

The beginning (on both ſides) chalbe repented, 


Hert: to continew in perpetuall frife. 
Purgatozie that( nay that is hell lay J.) 
Better deade. then euer liue in feare to looſe life, 
is both ſides ſhall line : euermoꝛe dyinglp. 

Still ſterting from fleape, all fleapt with waking tye. 
Ibetter like mine end :looking fo2 end treight, 
Then thus vpon this endles end: fill to weight. 


Third : it pou in ſubiettion the fites ſubdew, | 
Thacount bzingth ſmall gaine: to that end wedded; 
au tues pe can not kill: uo hat ſhall then enſew? 
Ks manie as pe keepe in dʒed, to be hedded, 

So mante pou d2eao ; then who is moſt vzedded; 

One ite put in feare, putth pou in feare of ten. 
nr 
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THE SPIDIR 


Fourth : if the flies conquere you, oh dzedfull dape, 
Dead in halfe a days: pe ſhalbe euerie one. 

Ok the thꝛee other wapes : in euerie one wape, 
Both ſides (in effect) like ill: end vpon. 
But in this fourth, (feare wherof is my moſt mone} 
where all flies ſhall win all: and bzauelie bolt all, 
All ſpiders ſhall leaſe all, and ſpiders be loſt all. 


Ik pe replie here: and ſafe ſlies (fo this date) 
Neuer wan this way: but euer in loſſe lapt: 

In reiopner: rElopning with pou, this J ſafe. 

Vit hapth in one houre, that befoze neuer hapt. 

As it hapth me this houre: with flies tobe trapt. 
And that this is moze like to hap this pꝛeſent, 

Then it erſt hath bene, mark this pzeſent bend bent. 


Fiue thouſand ſpiders : on thone ſide to fight, 
Againlf fiftie thouſand flies, (oh fearfull fraye) 
A heape to a handfull. The moze ſide ſo light; 
Thelefle ſide la heuie: tis a heuie ſight; 

In ſondꝛie reſpectes. usherin no one of anie. 
Fearthe me ſo much, as ſo lew: to ſo manie. 


were they all cowardes, as thei are hardie fliſe, 
Not the ſeaſt ue there: but he dare bite his bit, 
On the greateſt Dre : that in the ſh mbles liſe. 
No weapon but the flap, ſhall make him thens flit. 
Df the which weapon: ſpiders can ſkill no wit. 
But though tes: but towardlie ſtacke to the helme, 
Pet muſt the numbꝛe: this copweb ouerwhelme. 7 
| Ten 


* 


_ 
Win N a p A - n 


RE Bs os. —— — — YL — 


AND THE FLIE, 


& xen to one (in war) an vnmeefe matched match. 
They will marche on, as thick, as motes in the ſoon. 


Ten thouſand (in a moment)(f ye dipache, 
Twentie thouſand mo, vpon ſpeare will roon. 
The deſperate, dꝛeadth: nother byll, noz gon. 


and what gaine pou? to kill files thick as motes: 
The reſt entring on you ſtreyght, and cut pour th;otes. 


and though they gefſe:that mante of them ſhall die. 
pet: if ech one think ſure that ſcape he ſhall, 

as J think, allſs think: aſewrevlie. 

Then that perfwaſion,ſhall perſwade them all. 
Echone with other, freight in ſtrife to fall. 
who mate be fozmoſt flie : withcozagehawte, 
Thonlet to giue, this taſteil to aſlawte. 


Pour wiſdome : and pour wiſdoms all: I know, 

Much moꝛe: can here conſider .Then J can 

How beit good will, wilth me : warning to ſhow, 
Ocfharme to tum: in this begoon to ſcan, 

 Befoze the end, what thend mate be and than, 
To flee the woꝛſt, to fall (as pou thinke beff,) 
It lum poinct with the flies, to be at reſt, 
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T2. ſpiders af thants tale, weare muche abacht. 

The flies (as thant ſet them out) feard the ſpiders ſoze 

Their weapons fell from hand : they weare quight quaſht, 

Take peace with flies, they cride.At which rumoꝛus roze, 
The head ſpider (with wheat tuſkes fomdelike a boze) 

In that rage: had not his honour line therone, 

Dad pant had a thouſand liues, he had bene gone. 
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At this hurlie burlie, chat ſpider le graund: 

In his cyey;c fretting fewꝛioullie he frownith. 
Dis looke was tcommiſſlon: ſilente to tommaund. 
nohervpon:ſtatelie and fernelie he entrith: 

A diſceʒs. The ants laſt told tale to meetwith. 
But firlf : thant to diſcredit, to thants diſpꝛeyſe, 


On thants pꝛoperties, this ſpider thus inueyſe. 


Freendes: I perteyue the ants fale(moze falſe then line,) 
Makth pou : pour owne ſhadowes to dꝛead( as it weare:) 5 
| To pꝛoſede in war. But ſkep alitle tine: 

— Lift vp pour hartes all, and ech one lend one care: 
Tyll pe haue hard: how J this tale ſhal anſweare, 
But ere J touch the pith : of thantes tale in this, 
Heart of what pꝛopertie, thant him ſelfe is. 


The Ant (cumne into the woꝛld out of the ſhell,) 
Fo: a time (in his time) treepith on the ground, 
As we ſpiders treepe here: and his pille as fell 

| In ffinging as our poyſon (wein is found.) 

4 nohich pꝛoperties, wooꝛk him toward our nature wound. 
voherby Antes be and haue bene taken: in all age, 
Our pale toſins: a lide in ſive halte linage. 5 
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Tbis time, ie the Ante the creping ant named. 

In time after this time, he to moze time growne, 
winges doth he gather. And thoſe in him framed, - 
The ſuieing ant: thenſfozth he is cald and knowne. 
Then diſperffh his nature, in two natures thzowne, 
He pertilipateth, with both theſe in this wiſe, . 

9 creper with ſpiders, and a flier with ie. 


vohen he crept hither firſt (at my requeſt heare,) 
J was diſepued in his age. (As the deuill wolde.) ; 
I thought him to young to haue winges, by a yeare, 
But now, he wingd with flies.his lie ing tale tolde, 
Doth ſhow him old pnough: and a peare to olde. 

Marke this creeping Ant: ſins wings wownd him a loft, 
How he pleyth on both handes : as Juglers do off. 


He cozageth the flies now, diſcozaging vs. 
E ut didit thou not erff, pzomiſe me otherwiſe:? 4 
Here: is thant bzought to a narow ftreight,as thus, 
If thant tell the ſpiders : how he fraide the flies, 
Then leeth he his death, at nes handes: freight a riſe, 
and ik he ſate he coꝛagde the ſuies, that lie, 

Shall make the ſpiders hate him, without cauſe whie, 


Thant: hauing fo this demaund: good anſwer none, 
None anſwere made he: butſfoove ſtill ſilently, ,. 
Lo (quoth the ſpider) is not thant a good one: 

Were he charged in law herwith: by and by, 
This obſtinate ſilente, ſhould ſhow him gilty. 
Eut thant him lelfe now: thus fer fozth diſcloſed, 
Cowe now to thants matter: erſf pzepoſen, 
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| His great ground is this: (pheron the whole dipendth, 
Uew thend of all, ere the beginning be woon- 
[it voherin: (fhe-aledge here charge: that ex tendth: 
f To vs ſpidecs, that we this war firſt begoon, 

That charge is wꝛong charged. foz that charge muſt roon; 
1 Unto thefites ;foz they enuaders hexe be. 
| Ano we but defenders: as all ixes map ſe. 


And foz the foure poſntes: wherof one malt thend make; - 
In thzee of which: hFlaide loſle indifrentlie, - - 

To lot on both ſides a like: J vnder take, 

In few woozdes; to pzaue that tale a lowde lewde lie 
Firſt : war here taken vp condiſionallie, 
Flies neuer woon end of vs: after beginning, 
But flies (at end) euer bad fle on their winning. 


The ſecond ;concerning war contiuuall: 

In weat open feelde they, in dꝛie warme houſe we. 
Betweene theſe two plats , though the diſtance be ſmall, 
The biffrence is great, Df the peres four partes; thae, 

D: two parts at leaſte.) they cannot trouble pe. 

In winter, ſommer flies no windowes keepe. 

Ander mens houſe eaues : like eauis dzoppers they creeps. 


The third point: in our conquering of the flies: 
Fo: fearingofall flies: that we make a frapde, 
The foole,oz the infant, that his ſhadow ſpies; 
v9yll oftimes trie out in feare: calling fo: eyde. 
But wiſer foolk weing this, thus is it wepde. 
Like feare to be had: on thetr conquered knaues, 
As hath the great Tarke; feare of his galie laues, 
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Laff, fo thefourth : if flies ſhall ſpiders conquere: 
Then are all ſpiders loſt: as the ant ſaith ſure, 
And dlies to (ſale J) but as touching that ſeare: 
F time paſt, ot pzactice: put memozie in vs. 
c time to tum, let liklihod pou alure. 
To ſerth that kind ol tongueſt : and pe ſhall le, 
Itneuet was, noz is, no neuer like to be. 


From the beginning: it is in bookes to ſhow, 
vohen flies (againft ſpiders) haue thus rebelled, 
They: either had mi[exable ouer tao: | 
In ng, oz Freight after refelled. - 

Namelie ane: the thich generallie ſwelled. | 
— —ͤ—ö: pear, If 
Which one (were there no mo)ſhowth this caſe clears, - 


This time: ſondzfe. tut chtefile, two ockes of fie, = 
Fo religion: withſumother thing tat,. 
One ſoꝛt by eaſt; another by weft: did rife. a 
Of opinion, contrarie: as fer and fiat, "y | 
As in diſfance, ech far from other in plat, 

T hone ſo:t of both: . 
All fies (faithfallie) did beleus oz condect>. - 


Thoſe files did mutb harme : ſ e elghf werben mer 
Which time: fpiders had ſmall ref; and thoſe flies lala. 
Spiders topwebs: went to wzack.bydiftroping: 
Ind mes welth wafted : to begerte from rithens 
Fo:eſto:elaſht aut, in extreabſe tte 
Frutes then growne, much ado) vel foget hear, ee 
dan lookte ies horget ther viride v beg — 1 
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But what was the end of this: ken (oth euen this. 
The captapns, moſt hangd. $oldiers,many ſlaine. 
The reit (ought wozth)geuen in p:ate fo; pilagis, 
| So that ( to this daie,) thep bid ie on the gaine. 
Thus were thele two ſaꝛtes: of opinions tipaine, 

| | One of the twayne; in the right wap to he thought, 


* 
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Both bꝛought to one end, and both baought fonought,_ 


nohich chowth: that where flies in matter of moſt right: 
| Atempt tataine mater right:in maner weng, 
| There:their wzdg maner,marth their right matter quight, 

| Fo; ſpiders agaynſt flies, great Gods law andth ſtrong. 
| w bich law (in leading Lies) hath willed this tong, 
4 Pon baſe inferiozs to woozke pour lozyes wpll, 
la Dbep pour ſuperiours, be they good m vil. 


Thus: wert their matter as good. as it is bad. Pr 
And we as weake,as the ant bath made mu deems. - 

Pet ſhould thill maner: in flies here nom had. 
Leiche God vpon them to Erie rokes extreems, | 
As by therample told, the ſhow doth well ſeeme. 

Thus: foz the fltes conquering of vs this dape, 
Goddes erde all doyes. befo;e:takth allfeare awaye. 


Bat put caſe oe had nat ( as we have) the obne e:: 
But both ſides: acozding to fazcepf our power, 

Shuld conquere oz be tonquered. 02 (as thant ſatde) 
8 Dap hapth in one houre, as hath hapt in no houren. 
\ Which he laſt a leaged, to ſchape our ſharp ſhowzes. 
| with other hs fr: aur nuf. 
Pet:thant here to x condufion, ; | 1-5 
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.AND THE FLITY, 


He ſaith we mate be diſtroide: as hap may tall. 

aud it muſt be graunted : that hap ſo tall may, 

put graunt that hap ſo mate: ergo hap ſo ſhall, 
argument bath be a paper wall. 


May fall ;and ſhall call. are fer diferent marks: | 
To ſhete at. Put when tye ſkte faith we ſhall haue larks. | 


Fo; the feare, that his fongtfromp ( to von did ſowne:) 
By thus manie lues: to thus few ſpiders ſeene, 

et ten files with ten ares, one oke tohew downe. 
That Pke ſhall be hackt at: a good while J weene, 
Ere it will ink lo flies: be it ſeare oz greene. 

nd the leaſte twig : that out of that Oke tan tall, 
(The tze ſanding ſtul:) ſhall ea thoſe ten flies all. 


And ſo we Ohe ſpiders: againff theſe twig fliſe, 
were they all great flies: as moſt of them be gnatts. 
| ——.—— 

as pawes : pat downe dandipzat's, 
Soſhall we put downe : theſe dandipꝛat bag bzatts. 
Their moſt nomine: with our moſt Krength to compare, 
Pooding pz(kes they, mylpolts we : comparde are. 


And where he ſaith : though flies fhinke manie ſhall dy: 
pet: ech tue thinking vim leit thall ſcape with life, 
They will ſeriue: who ſhall ſeton firft : here late J, 
at end of that Crtfe : they entre in this rife, 

The foole hardie ies: now molt redle oꝛ rife: 
Zocum with the firft : wal feele the tafte ſo tough, 
Lhat;who cumth laC; ſhall thinke he cumth time inongh. 
Nen Do Thants 
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Xhants tale (from point to point) now full anſwerey, 
Allfo:cc of our feare here:it wiping a waie, 
Anſoꝛte you from feare : furver entoꝛaged, 
ny Heare ; and beare a watie ; what J ſhall herinſaie, 
A few wooꝛds, hilie to pour comkfozt this dale, 
Which ſhall ſet you all: as fer ont of all feare, 
As the ant? tale ſet pou all in fearc ; while eare, 


Mark: all you: that in marking pour enemies, 
Their fozce (and not your owne) do onlie behold, 

A dcadl(e dzeadfull ſight it is: in pour (pes, 

But on pour owne foꝛte: your (pes being round rold: 
The ſcife ſight of this fo:cc ; ſhall pou ſo enbold, 
That had you no weapons here: but haſill wands, 
Pet might ye count, your enemies now in pour hands, 


"© Mark moze: that pour foes: in beholding pou: 
Are ſtrikin in as deepe dzead: pourfo:ce to bew, 
As you are of theirs: which ſetth both ſides euine. now: : 
Marke pet moze: they haue þ wz6g part, pon haue the tren 
Againft godds and manns law: this wꝛong thei purſew, 
Both which : ſo ſtrike them: when they wold pzeuaple, 
That their atempt, cuer hath quaild, and ſhall quaile, 


So coward a ſpider: where can be ſene one: 

That will not liue and die: in this his knowne right, 
Shuld all ſpiders die: (as few ſhall oz none) 

Pet in this quarell, ſpiders go to bliſſe quight, 

And files to bale, without reſpect of reſpight. 
Wherfoze let the flies, the ants leſſon atend; 


At the(r this beginning, to haue ſpe to thend, 
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++ Andnow(at end) dere freends all,pluck bp your hartes. 
Lake pour weapons in hand: and ſfand vp againe. 
Sticke to pour takling : in this plat on all partes. 
And as ſoʒ the flies, (their fare to ſhow them plaine) 
vohen euer they tum, they ſhall tum to their paine. 
Stand fiffe to me, and ſtand ſtiſte to you I ſhall. 
Flies and flies kin, we defie pon fraptours all. 


The ſpider thus anſwering thants tale at length: 
From poynt to poink ; no poynt therof omitted, 

All ſpiders:agains in full toszage and ſtrength: 
Thoſe flies to their flock : with thant againe lifted. 
Two of them (to the taptayue knowne well witted: 
To die into the tree: he freight commaundeth, 
find thant vnto the ladder againe,fozthwith. 
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THE SPIDER 


Hat Captaine wild one of thoſe flies fo declare, 
what had (ſince they parted)paCed in this caſe, 
And if he ought addid : oz miniſhed thare, | 
The Captaine wild thother, tentrupt him in place. 
That trewth: trewlie, might appere without deface. 
Wherbpon the flie: aligned to ſate than, 

In a ſolem oꝛder, the pꝛoteſſe began. 


Firſt: thants tale told the ſpiders: he did repcate. 
And the feare: that that tale bzought the ſpiders in. 
Then in repeate, the ſpiders tale he did treate, 
And what recoozage that did the ſpiders win. — 
With defiance giuen flies, their alie, and kin. 

The captapne then axt : you that went fozth tell me. 

Is this tale trew and the whole treuth: all ſaideye. 


Two thinges(quoth the captapne)are to touch here on. 
Firſt: whether thant haue deſerued to line oz die. 

The ſetonde, apeece of the ſpiders tale gon. 

Which J chall touch ſoone: but firſt thantes taſe lets tete 
Upon dis life oz death, ſtanding pꝛeſentlie. 
To ſe that taſe: by agrement kullie ſcande, 
It being (I ſate)firft caſe to take in hande. 


It is ſa in deede(quoth one flie)in the tree. 
v9herin : whfle memoꝛie keepeth matter in minde, 
I pzate pou all patientlie to here me: 

Upzightite declare (as equite doth binde.) 

Without affection:anie w2ong wate to winde. 

But enin as conſcience : to ſpeake: doth me compell, 
So hall I ſpeake this tale, which J ſhall now tell. 


vo heare 
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AND THE 111. 


where J haue heard wiſe flies talk: I haue herdleſde, 
In weightie cauſe; weightie conſideraſion. 

and thers xo matter: moze weightte to be welde 

Zhen that: in which : vpon conſultaſion 

Luthe life oz death: in determinaſion, wy 
and pꝛeſentlie pzeſent this Ants caſe : meane J: 10 
To walſe tonſideratelie, and indificrentlic. Ky 


whoſe like : on whoſe death: befoze we determin: wy 
which of both to determin: mcete is to wey, 1 
| 


Pour late determind condition. pith whertn, 

was: that thant ſhould bing ſpiders in ſuch like frey: 
Of vs, as he bzought vs of them, and I ſale: 
Hehath done ſo. To that in mp conſcience, 
Zifc and ltberte muſt he hane, to go dente. 


find I ſale naie (quoth the lie) in the tree by; 

He hathnotperfozmed thatcondiſion at full; 

To haus his lite, hath he not (quoth thother flie- 

To make pzofe a pere here: to witts quicke and dull: 
That perfozmance will wee reaſon,ff pe wull, 

Beet ( quoth thother lie,) but all fifes giue an care, 
To one thing good foz all; awaie to beare, 


My bzother flie,(and J ſeeming here to varie: 

Both being on one part; ſeeming on parts twaine: 

In that in this one point, we are contrarie: 

Ech one to other: it maie make pou retaine: 

And detaine a dout, whether we both remaine: 

Lonfant, on that part that we pꝛoleſle: o no. | 

But here me turder here : ere we furder go. 
RI [1 Ddd ti Thargument 
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THE SPIDER 


Thargument of vs kweine, is onlle this one, 
Loncerning the condiſion toucht fozmerlie: 

Either by perfozmance: 02 perfozmantce none, 

Dow the ants deſert ſtandth, tu kue oz to die. 
Thant ſhould liue ſayth he,thant chuld die r 110 
Now tonlider: that this pzeſent argument, ut; 
Js: to pꝛintipall tate, but an intident. 


Our cheife tuming is: on ſpiders to make war. 
By cauſe we no wap ela, can obtatneour right, 
voberin : we ioyne wih pou, without'ſofe of lar. 
This remembze I pou of: to ſcrape out quight, 
All doughtes ofour trewth : in iudgement ol heddes light, 
Foz this caſe : 02 like caſe in caſe:vſed thus, 
Showth miſtruft in nowight : aniecale todiſeus. 


And now we tweine to ſatiſfie (as we can) 

Dur ſelues : and to ſe pou the reft ſatiſfive, 
Aleage bꝛother tlie: what pe can herin ſcan. 
v9herto, mine anſwere ſhallfozthwith be applide. 
Thantslife o: death:in our iudgements to ſe trio 
That ſhall (quoth the other flie without dclay, 

Lum in vꝛe: as bzieflie, as it tullie map. | 


- - Thant (in hischarged tale) to ſpiders told ert, 


Grounded thus: ere ought begin: haue (pe to thend, 
At end of thants talke, ſpiders harts it ſoperff, 

That it fagard and ſtonme all that hole bend. | 
Weapons faine to ground. this out trie they extend. 
Shaking of their headdes: and caſting bp their yen. 
T ake peace with the tes, take peace with the flies, 


Thin 
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Thant made ſpiders of flies: as much a frayye tha, 
as he made flies of fptders, in tale exit toly. 
J graunt ——.— e 


111 * 2 


dc mor were.quoth he) thant pe 
That (quoth thother ute tap trew, j tan not graunt,,, ut 


There to ein thants tumnant) further meaning ment 
Then the verie wozdes therm ſullie ex mee: 
To bing ſpiders: in feare ol lies: by bond bent: 
Js not all, that all fues looke foze: in ſutſeſſe: 

But to bzing and keepe them in that fearefuineſſe..- u. 
— — 

as fruitfull to tiles, as paring of a paare. | 


To anſwere this qutdite ( quoth thother tlie) | 
Pou can haue no moze of the Fore but the ſuin, 

The ant hath done all that he can polCiblie, 

To bꝛing ſpiders in feare: and kepe them therin, 
r 
Thing that good will wold win: pet is it nat ill. 

Rather then blame lache of power, to thank good will, 


Put caſe (quoth thother) thant outh pou fo;tic pound. 
Bound in obligation, to pate at a date. 141 
At which date, he cumth to pou (as he is baund:) 
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And where he ſhould bzing powze: faztie pounde fo paie, 
He bzingth good will: and ill pate you when he mate. 
— — 09-00 1 

Accept thants good will, oz blame thants pour. 
3 1 Dd ii wodat 
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THE SPIDER ( 


what I Wold ba (quoth the other) Alnrow nut. 
ut what J ſhould do that right wen I know. | 
Thant chewing Tull good will, to pale me that: 
And thatlacke ol pour: toſthout his/faut vid grow, 

J would (1\trobling thant; inconſciens on: 
Arigur. pe {quoth thother nie) but in law, | 

To what end: wold thants good will without pour an: 2 


In this caſe quoth he) commun law condemth thant. 
In that the wooꝛdes of the bond, are fulfild no whit. 
Berkozmance wherof: in thants caſe, hath no want. 
nohich male a pere to flies, of moſt ſimple wit. 

In marking theſc woꝛdes: of this cumnant here unit: 
Thant ( paine of death) ſhall bꝛing ſpiders in like feare; 
Ot files, as he bzoughtfltes, of ſpiders ; here care. 


Tyeſe are in thants tumnant) the woꝛdes in offect: 
which bind the ant: the ſpiders in feare to bzing: 
But to keepe them in feare, no woozd runth direct. 
And commun law: commonlic in euerie thing, 
_  Lonffrewth woozdes, in their common plame ſente lieing. 
And that thant made ſpiders a fraide, ye do graunt. * 
Ergo, thant (by tammon law) hath kept cumnaunt. 


Nob : to bꝛing this caſe in tourte of conflence: 
Declaring our meaning in theſe wooꝛdes: to be: 

That thant ſhould kepe ſpiders in fearcful ſaſpence, 
Zhant anſwering to this: that neuer ment he: 

To be bounde : to that (neonuenient detre, 

The tudge (in this tale and plate) mut nedes affent, 

' vstth thants meaning (gan ures) to geue ref 
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(quoth thother flie) I haue a ſoule to ſaue: 
I pzoteaff: J no malite haue: 
To thant. But in reaſon, I thinke he ſhould die. 
This laide, tpoſe files to thetr place againe did file, 
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THI CPIDIA 


Hecaptaine(toths)art thant how lern e 
vobat haſt thou to ſate, why eee 


Z be talke (quot be) foz me, by the file had nom 


In reaſon, law, and conſcience,voth me tlere. 

vo hoſe which tale, doth much moze pithtlie appere. 
Foꝛ my ſelfe, then if mp ſelfehad told it. 
And as he told it, I pꝛap all to hold it. 


veherin: as J haue kept comnant at the full, 

So traue J of pou,to kepe cumnant with me, 

Dere ſtand J: to liue 02 die now,as pe wull. 

But in killing me (a pooze ant) what win pe: 

Oz what lecſe I: neither p;ofite noz honeſſe. 
Doneſt death, in honeſt fame ſhall pet ſeuer. 8 
Unhoneſt life,vnhoncft ſhame ſhall haue euer. 


Then ſaide the taptaine: freends though J nod at will; 
Onlie by vertue ot mine auctozitee: 

M*ght geue judgement here : this ant to ſaue oz ſpill; 
Pet will J not geue it: but graunt to agree, | 

To ſe this caſe decreede, bp comun decree. 

nohich ſhalbe tride, by theſe two wozdes : pe, and no. 
And ftreightto the queſtton herein, let vs go. 


All pou that will haue the ant liue, ſay pe. 

pe, ye: (with a loude voice)cridea great nomber tho, 
Now (quoth the taptaine) on thother ſide : lets ſee: 
All that will not haue the ant to liue, ſate ns, 
No, no: cridg out manie, and ſhowde mance mo: | 
Then weare on thother part. Then ſaſde the taptaine, 
Ant:oł thine owne death, thou hereſt here (udgement plaine. 
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AND THE III. 


Itommit᷑ me (quoth thant)to the great gods will. 
Sap thy pzayers (quoth the captaine)ere thou dye. 
On the ladder ,downe on knees half dead he fill. 
Fozthwith ſaping his deuocion deuoutlie. 

Jn which while ,two flies togither wondzinglie: 
Thinking thant : to be wzongfullic caff awaie, 
In talke betwene them ſelues,as folowith did ſaſe. 
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H fceend(quoth the tone file) what a chaunte ia this? 
1 


An innoſent ant: among fllies to be caſf; 
The deede in deede ( quoth thother) damnable is. 
1 1 thought ſure, we ſhould with thants like haue paſt. 
11 Fo: where foꝛtit᷑ ſuies iretullie: on thant fround faff, 
2/28 Zbzee ſcoze, piteouſlie lookt:as they thant wold ſaue, 
And pet thant taſt by voyce,great wonder J haue. 


| To the two loꝛtes, that ye ſpeake ol quoth the tothet) 
1 * T hone ſozt geuen to ſaue thant : thother thant to kill, 
A third: ſozt indiffrent to thone part oꝛ thother. 

| Did here (and do els wheare) moſt part of all ill, 
war Whoſe miſcheuous maners, partli ſhow I will. 

| Cumming (comunlte) in pꝛattiſed exerciſe, 

Both among ſpiders, and alſo among fliſe. 


Theſe indiffrentes (oz newters) that part moſt take, 
That fFrongeft is, ez ſtrongeſt like to be. 

And which ſide they leane to, ſuch nombze they make, 
That they beare the bell awaſe : and moſt apt weſe, 
To cleaue to the ill part, euine of pꝛoperte. 
Which pꝛoperte pꝛoueth (inſoztes laff oz furff,) 
That of all ſoztes,this laſt ſaide ſoꝛt is wurft. 


# | And pet off : effemtd with the bef#. Foz whie, 

1 They faſhion them ſelues: to folow ener moꝛe: 
Thoſe that be (02 like fo be (J ſafe the moſt hie. 
But to all: late a loft :now laide on low ſhoze, 

To whom: they haue made curtſie moſt low befoze: 
They either ſe them not,oz ouer looke them. | 
If chaunce once imbaſe them, they male not * 
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AND THE FLIYKG 7 


Fwo buckets in a well,thone bp and thother downe, | 
They ſtand on the bucket, that ſtandth on the bzum, 
which buckst deſonding, they begin to fromme. | F 
Che backet allending: midwaiethep mets him. "= 
And bucket foz bucket : fraight thexchange mads trim. bil 
zu among all buckets (take this a plaine matter) * 
Her bide with no bucket: thats dziuen to dink water. | 


Chey malt haue wine: with fare and chere of the beit. 
KW which: where and while it laſteth : in anie place, 
odo maie how gratitude in ſemblance fayzeſt; - 
Therin contend they: to geue gloſſe of good grace, 
To their viander : who maie him mol imbzace, | 
where they may win ought: by fayze diſimilate ſhow, 
Hert they fiickar , andflatter, in lauer to grow, 1631 £34» 


But their enterteinment once dzalwing to ende | 
They make none a count : of thanks from beginning: \ — 
Thend of their there, endth the thanks of that bend. ER. 
etrtigbt from that plate: they are ſpeedilie ſpinning, 
To in other hoſt, good cheere: good cheape winning. 
But to paie foz boozd, where euer this flock boozds, _ 
Their currant toine: is lowe turtſie, and fayze o] s. 


which tone ( fo them) not colflie : and yet ſo ſcant, 
That where and when ſoeuer their thers falle. 
Zhen doth all curtſie, and thanks foz chere had, want, 
ind not onlie good-woozds ; in moll of them quaile, 

bat ſome ol the wazk ſozt, that are geuentorafle, = 
Toturne rocompence on the wzong fideo; thoze, -- . 
eee, 
BYE = 
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THE SPIDER 


Theſe fſke freendes: otherwiſe feendl(ke foſe, WAY: +: 
Are much ke mermatdes: thone halle fleſh tyother ij, 
On all texts t cu all ſides, they do giue ſuch gloſe. 
As mate ſeeme to ſerue all ſives, as wit would iche. 
y wobich deſimulation double deutliſhe/, 
„ They wind: in and out: here and there: to and fro, 
II 2s ths Reede with the wunde, enerio walothop ge: 


And like as we fo the rene Coght Fepenoof winde; 
6 Standing fifte againft the wynde: ouerthzowne, - 

And the iceds: wanirig with the winve;Ktll we kinder - 
Sauing it ſelf; in all dar blaſtes of winde blowne, 
So in ſpiders and flies :like lot ofttms growne. 
| Trew ſtiff (fanders againff the winde: overth;owe, 

Fals flattring folowers with the winde, tand and growe. 


Ok out open khownie frrendes. we maie be ſure, 
Ot our open knowhe foes, we mate be ware. 
But theſe bmnaturell neuters: here in dee, 
Neither ſure of, noꝛ ware ot, ante wightes are. 
Either flattting lies : they ſotlelio detlare: 
Oꝛ when they late trew (if tr thep Cats trew.)"” 
Thatlale they: fo; falle a it purpoſs tenſew. 


They are fteendes to no man But in reſpect, 

[th Them elaes to take tanie torte panne | 

704 D; toddhatime: of teuengmg elett t.. 
Wy They wiltafrenpt:'by copriipfidnsharins; - > -:- i 
11 Thoſe: inter eden er er att, un bu, 
Wt | To coole and tontrole: ſuch as m —— 110 

Al: To bend anie wale from the b ä 0 —— 
9 | ' . + 


AND THE FLIE, 


To regard a right,a dog bath denocſon: 
is much as they. But be it right oz wzong: 
Fo; loue,hate,bzeade,oz meede, in pzomocton, 

Fit ſerue theyꝛ turne:to make the wong part ſtrong, 
That part will they ſing. in all they; ſung ſong. 
as theſe ind{frent newter flies : haue done here, | 
whoſe wꝛongtull cleauing to the wzong,kilth thant clere. 


This (quoth thother( your ſaping hath made me ſe, 
wherin: I pzale fo the great god hartilie, 
That we all male (by his grate) cut ot᷑ tlerelie, 
all vnkindneſſe, ofnewterlike indiffrencie. 
Thantnow at point: from the ladder to be rod, 
ate far offtinging toward them,cride holde holy. 
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THE SPIDIRA 


Pon lighfing in the tree, this ſaide this file: . 
Being tn ſcoutwatch : a ſpider ſpiyng me. 
In the head ſpiders name: wild me ſpeedilie. 
To tell this to pou all: tfſo be that pe: 

Put this ant to death: by curryth crewelte, 
De p;otealkith : that his pziſoner fites hed, 
Shall ſtand on a ſfake, befoze thant be all dead. 


The ſpiders fauour to thant, made ſum files douf: 

How it came to paſſe, whether the ſpider then thought: 
In fearing ſpiders befoze. Thantes tale ſo tout. 
Was: moze to ſaue his lile, among files then cought: 
Then to feare ſpiders : foz which, the flies thant bzought, 
And that the tauntes : that the (ſpider thant gaue, 
noeare to cioke myſtruſt, that flies to thant might haue. 


On chat the ſpſders wife : pitteing thants caſe, 
Obteynd it by ſate,oz that the ſpider wold: | 
Ute the occaſion,offered there then in place. 
To rid the flie, by that colour : and not hold, 

His bond. By pzomiſe made ts the flie, erſt told. 
Which was: to charge and diſcharge him of offence, 
As ſtandth with reaſon,law,cuſtom,and conſcience, 


11000 uith this, a fozmall ſlie into the tree flew. 

41 Beginning thus: freendes: wiſe ſties ſaie and haue ſeide) 
1% Ok two inconneniences,the woꝛſt eſchew. 

bf The woꝛſt ol which two here: a ſidz to be lepde, 

The belt of theſe two: is here firſt to be weyde. 

j To ſaue this pooze ant: to ſaue that pure file, , 
1 Oz to lea thant, and both ant and file ſlaine therby . 


AND THE FLIE 


Conſideracſons herin are ſo great, 
And ſo manie: and moff of ſuch weight, 
That they are:in counſell moze meete to freate: 
Then to make an alebench talke of: to bebeight: 
Fo; babling tounges to babble on, wherfoze ſtreight: 
Mine aduite is: that ſir oz eight flies molt wiſe, 
Collie conſult here, the beff waie to deuiſe, 


Nap nay, (tride a thouſand) we will none of that. 
we will be of counſell all, Pea will quoth he: 

That kind of counſell: is moze meete to hallow at: 
Chen to talke in. foz (f all of counſell be, 
pecan in thatcounſell; haue no ſecreſe, | 
But (in counſel) where ſecrets lacketh anſe, d | 
There is (antleaff) one counſeler tomanie. g 


werefuſe that waie: tride the groſe flies againe. | : 
Leſt great wiſe flies, by and ſell foolfſh flies (mall, 
Ifye (quoth he) take to counſell all this fraine, 
Then:nought being ſecret : all your enemies ſhall, 
Be of pour tounſell: and bie and ſell pou all. 

But ſins pe will haue counſell cride at the croſſe, 
Iwyll diſcloſe ; that I wolde haue had kept cloſſe. 


The file in copweb : with the ſpider deteinde, 

we know what he is: we neede not here to boſe him. 
To kill thant ; and haue that ſlie kild, what is gainde:? 
That ſhall all lies feele : after we haue loſt him. 

But ſins the ſpider ; in ſuch ſoꝛt will hoſt him: 

is we hoſt the ant, our beit wate doth apere, 


Tokepe thant (as gage foz gage) Ong here. 
c 


Fo; 
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THE EBPIpIX 


F02 though thant (trewth being tolde befo2e his face) 
Be far to baſe : that fine flie to counterpeiſe; 

Pet if the ſpider eſteeme thant: in like caſe: 

Aboue the fite ; as we him aboue thant pꝛeiſe, 

Then 792 deltuerte of both (without feile, 

The ſptder will ( in erthaunge) chaunge as gladlie, 
The flie foꝛ thant, as we will thant foz the flie. 


Wiieflie the belt way is here (in my mynde) 
To kepe thant pꝛiloner in ſtockes fetred faſt. 
Under gard of terteme flies, to be aſinde, 

Z vll we ſe ſumwhat of this war, furder paſk, 
And if we ſe cauſe, we mate kill him at laff. 


On chaunge him, fo: ſum flte that ſpiders mafe fake, 


< g this mine adulte wol . end to make. 


At this: much bumbling among them all : there was, V 
Manie woozds,lifle matter, and to no purpoſe, 
Nombze of ſentences here. J male let pas. 

As things not woꝛth the hering here to diſcloſe. 

And pas they muſt: fo: neither in rime noꝛ pꝛoſe: 

I can win memoꝛie well to w:ite with pen, 

The tenth ſentence geuin there, againſt thant then. 


And though: memoꝛie might the nombꝛe, haue conteind, 
Pet was all confuſed ſo: in ſuch bibble babble, 

All a like lowde, and all to loude, in vopce conffreind, 
That all parts 6fbeff wit: had bene vnable: 

To catch, kepe, and make, thacount erplicable: 

Df all ſayings there ſatde, woherſoꝛe (as J ſaie: 

Not onlie they male, but they map rate awaie. 


Dat 
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AND THEY 7111. 


© But finallſe: all cheir chat chatted : anon, 
To the flies laſt tale: they all did ſo agree, 

Chat thant (garded) went to pziſon.ushervpon, 
Nuoth the taptaine: ſins this is paſt by decree, 
Being one poynt of two: erſt moned by me: 

To be moned to pou, tn thother popnt now, 
Conſeiue, and teſeiue the thing I ſhall howyou. 
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THE SPIDER 


His thing Imeane which bzought lpiders in fere 
Thant moued all the ſpiders:to taſt their (pes, 
Upon vs their enmies. vo hoſe ſhow of frength there, 
Shawde ſo puiſant (by huge nombze of vs dies.) 

That they (much by that ſight) gaue vp thenterpates. 
woheron the ſpider, thze inuencions inueide. 

Neutuing the ſpirits of the ſpiders in eide. 


Flrſt: the ſpider to this wild the ſpiders all, 

To caſt ive from aur fozce.And behold their owne. 

no hich ſight, ſuch ſtrength (he ſaide ) to their harts maſk call, 
That aharfleCe hartes ſpider: ſhould be growne; 
Hardy to fight, till we flies be onerthzowne. 
Ballll wands in their hands: to hawberds in ours, 
He macht: to ouer match vs, in our moſt pow2s. 


Setondlie: he bad them thinke: chat we do dꝛeade: 
The light of them, as much as they do feare vs. 
Thirdlie: to ſet cockeon hope and run on heade, 

Their right ſeene (ſaith he) to fight in:to death thus, 

The moſt coward will fight. And by his diſcus, | 
Streight to bliſte go they, freight to bale go wee. | 
But: here me part the take : in theſe caſis thzee, 


Firff: we them behalding : and they bs vewing, 
The feare falth (ndrentl(e:on epther ſide. 
Next : ech ſide vewing it ſelfe hath enſuing: 
Ot like coozage : to bothe ſides to be a plide. 
Thirdite : helabzing right by fight to be tride: 

uoith clere conſcience on thetr ſide,let that be wepde; 
Upon this my next ping} when I baue ſeyde, 


AND THE FLIS, - 


The ſpſder fo fhant : in this told tale: erff ſaſde, 
Lade to vs flies rebellion. He laying, 

Erample ofplagespalt. where flies diſobaide, 
The great gods commauudement, us hich diſobaying, 
Hath plaged ſuch fites,acco2ding fo his ſaying. 
Upon his which ſaying: here me ſomwhat ſate, 
How caſe of rebellion from our caſe doth wale. 


au ſubſects : in violent variente growne: 

Kgainlt the hie pow2s, they by that great god platte, 
His woozke hath ſhowd bis wyll, to bzing ouerth2owne, 
euffre, and not reſiſt, that muſt be here enbꝛaſte: 

aud ſulfild. Oz els as ſuch flies, in time paſte: 

Haue bene ſcourged: fo; reſiſting, ſo ſhall we. 

And ſo to be ſtourged, well woozthie we be, 


But percepue : theſch(e pow2s: muſt fake hie place, 
9s ffandth with law of the great god: rightfullte. 
#0; otherwiſe,it falſifith in this caſe; 

Their ſaide dekente at godds hand, and contrarie: 
where extozt pour: vſurpeth plate wꝛonkullie, 
The god doth right oft: in ſuch vſurpacion, 

Put miratulus poure, to therturpacion. 


as fer to compare: vnder the ouerthzowne, 
As flies vnder ſpiders: in compariſon ſhow, 
And how this ſpider hath vſurpedlie growne, 
To potentate ſtate, that is to vs bnknowne. 
Jneuer herd flie pet, that euer could tell: 
. Ground ol title, whie his fate ſhould thus erſell. 
Ks And 


— 


Okt: making thinffrumentes of the onerth;ow: 4 
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THE SPIDIRA 


And he: an'vſarper : as I thinke he is: 
Bou thinking ſo ts, can we thinke that he: 

25zeaking the Gods law ( as he doth doing this) 

Shall in thil deede: by good god, defended be: 

home he and his offend ; offending his decre, - 

Nat e: haſell wands in our hands: the godds poure leads, 
To beate backe their hawberds,tobzeake their owne heads, - 


And where he alegith: that the ſpiders right: 
It a ſafe warrant: with ſafe conſcience fo die, 
Foz all ſuch ſptders : as ſhall die in that fight, 
And thatfites diyng therin : die damnably, 

That loude luſtie lie: foz a lie warant J. 
with ſafe conſcience (in this caſe) cozage a riſe; 
To bale go all ſpiders: to bliſſe go all flieg. 


The flies: bpon hering and doing of this, 


All fert vp, and ſfoode vp, moſt cozagionſlſe: 
vo ith one voice all cride: ſir taptaine our mind ia, 


To glue ſaute to the copweb euin by and bie. 
voherwith: much moze wilfullte then wittelte, 


(And pet not witleſſe) into a ray they got, 
Marching toward the copweb, within goon ſhot, 


The watch toe ſtrake alarum: thenmyes dilcrteng 
The goonners gaue fire: and firſf at raundon, chap: 
Shot of, the goonſtones among the ſties flping. 
vohich gald the ſes turſtlie: cumming on the way. 
But foozth fiping the files now : as faſt as they map. 
VSithout trenching : oz ſuch defenſife fo:falles, 
Oꝛdnante they lep, to batter that caſtellwalles. — 


— 


AND THE FLIES 


Ct Great dhot an greuous laughter of dies. chere was 


Ere they could: ante peece of the walles batter: 
To make it ſawtable, but ſo cam to paſſe: 
That in ſhoꝛt time, that wall they did ſo ſhatter: 


That theyꝛ watelaie playne, and ſtreyght to the matter: + 


(Foz which they cam. ( they went. To luch afears light. 
As neuer fought ſpiders and flies, in mannes ſight. 


lies geue onſet in aſſawte upon the catkeil: the ſpiders 
| 9 tt in fartousfights Aud che (laughter on both 
ſides, the klies retire to their campe.The 

| 2327 to him beleching him to take 


cem 


wi 
* 


ſpiders wife and chu⸗ 


2 


FT OO OOTY 


| ES 1X —- 
— AS : 


S — PI 8 
OM = WW = 1, 


8 —⅜ > — — 
8 


* 
1 
89399 
1 Vi W 

M 


— 


ERC 5 
AZ GUT I >, N SE 
EE II 
* Iz COON Yai) * 

6 = Wen | 
3 Þ$ 


ml ir? _ 


1 'Y 122 


IT 


. 22 < ga) 
ez” 7 


+ 
4 


3) 


HH, 


wo” hs 2 
WN 


= 
K V z | — w 
e N —— 


1 


SOM AM GAA 


- 4 


— 
2 
## 4 


” 
SN 


* ese 
N 
7 


rr 


O 
DJ MOI — 
» > JA _ #C 
ly — — WDnJ z 1 ö 


| Oo 71790 


: n | 1 
e 


| 
©| 
1 | 


. : 
r 
—  _ 1. oa ET, _— — —_ 


THE SPIDER | 


NA battred hꝛackes: flies rageing in a ranke, 
Ferſlie ew in, all blacke as the cloudie ſkie. 
Spiders defendtng them. Spider no flie ſhzaucke, 
Hundzeds ſtrikm with gonnes, in peeſes twentie, 
Theare a leg. here an arnie, thexe ahead doth flies 
And peece from peece : byviolente flowne round, 
A flight ſhooke a (ouder,and as ſer from 


Both ſides to ce;ſo buſilte dicuptds; 
V9ith polaxis, partiſans, hawberds, billes goons: 
Trompets on both ſides: ech tencoozage they; lide. 
The anopans of the noiſe:thozough mp head roons. 
The ſooulelle flies fathers:the fatherlefle flies ſoons: 
voith this thing,aboue all thing (a lacke alacke) 

Od what wofull widow flies,go now in blacke. 


Thze quarters of an houre, this fight endewzed, 
vohich time, Jimagined dotnes date pzeſent. 
And that all the damd ſoules : had bene pzocured, 
To cum with the deuill thither: tn his band bent. 
Thereto let vp hell, to ſuffer they toument, 
Fo: dewꝛing the time, J thinkeno wozldlte 
Moze like hell, then was light of that helliefi 


Terrour wherot, was to be witnelled well: 
To te co manie aliue ſo late, now dead. 
Thoulandes letting on 3 with hart fell) 


And ſpiders foz their partmat 
Here lum, and there lum, nacht vp aradidervur: 
That were within halle a houre a foze,fullout. 


Wang now there (like hearings1nnettes)by the head. _ 


1 


- . 1 1 4 at Fa T1 * K 
RGB 


W 
L. 


& * = 0 » o 4 < - as 


AND THE FLIE, 


t end of this frate,no part ſaw cauſe to boſt: 
Niue thouſand flies, and fiue hundzed ſpiders ſleyne. 
- ppherwith the flies : ſeeing ſa mante flics loſt, 
And of theyꝛ purpoſe ; could pet no part obtepne, 
at retret of trompet, they retyꝛed a meyne. 
where they befoze had campt. There to take a bꝛeath, 
To ſaue their honeſti, and kepe them from death. 


The ſpiders were as glad fo ſe the fiſes backes, 

As lies were to ſhow them. Foz what time thay: 
(Beholding dead ſpiders )ech ſeeth his freend lackes, 
Few ſptvers (oz none) ſaw cauſe to ioye that daie. 
The ſpiders wife:and childerne: nere dead in frate: 
On knees beſought him, in wate of petiſcion, 

with the flies to take peate, on ſum condiſcion; 
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THE SPIDER 


De ſpider:in hering of this they: requeſt, 

Seeing them in ſuch feare; as heſaw them there, 
That ſight and her ing. male at firſt ſight:be gelt: 
In huſband, and fathers: that ante ele bere, 
To their deare wiues: and ſwete babes, at ive and ere: 
The ſight ſhow th, and hering ſoundth ſuch ſight and ſound, 
As mate their zclus harts, to death welnie wound, 


nohat kind har ted huſband: can ſe his kind wife, 
In like carcfull caſe, without wo at his hart. 

What naturall father can ſe: foz his life, 

Vis naturall childerne,in dzead quake and fart. 
usithout bis bart ſmarting, in moſt ſmartfull ſmart. 
I thinke, pe thinke none:and euin ſo thinke J. 
Meruellnot then: though the ſpider be toucht nie. 


De tenderlie fend2eth his childerne and wife: 
Refuſing to ſtand vp: when he bad them riſe, 

Till he wold graunt them(hts grace)to ſfint this rife; 
Dis ſight offeare in them: and furie in flies, 

Added his moze perplerite : to deuiſe: 

To vſo pittie to them: as nature dzane him, 

And poliſte to flies, as reaſon gaue him, 


To this: he ſalde my dere wife: and ſweet babes two. 
i Great weare the thing: by vou of me deſired; 
19"! That Jcoulddenle, in what J can do. 

. But fo; this treaſon, ſpighttullie conſpired, 

I" And ſo put in de: by flies now retired, 

Pour ſute therin : yf J ſhould graunt out ot hand, 
UTI ANTE! S Ui ane; Bandeagg a cy 


EOS” 9.8 Connor 


, AND TAE FLIK 


This caſe: fouching me and ill ſpiders moſt nie, 
In me and my counſell, ſhall fozthwith be ſcand. 
Gs in, and be cherfull: and fearenot : but J. #14 
wyll faner and fozder pour ſute ; as mate fand: a! 
with moſt ſafte of vs, and all our whole band. | 


They roſe and made turtſie: fozthwith whervpone, | ; 
(They and he weeping) they (from him)thens are gone. 5 


with twelne ol his cou 
and childerns ſute — — 
)fo2 to be taken with theflies. Requiring thoſe 
he dep arte and returne) to determine what 

take. + Cap. 68. 
C 


nſaile, declareth his 
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THE SPIDER 


De ſpider: with his counſell,fo connſell gat. 
The flies: ſtocking togither,as was then neede, 
In tonſultacion: full beſilie ſat, 
Eche ſive fo: them ſelues, beſt waie to ſe detreede. 
I gaue eare to both ſides: to here them pꝛoſeede, 
Stretching my memoꝛie: to a double charge, 
To hold (vpon hering) both theffectes at large. 


And firſt : what J gathzed on the ſpiders ſide. 
That ſhall pe haue: and then the talke of the fliſe. 
The ſpiders ; at a bozd : them ſelues did deuide, 
Sir on thone:ſix on thother ſide. To deuiſe: 
(And diſide,(ſuch matter as ſhould there ariſe, 
The head ſpider: in a cheyze at the boozdes end. 
Entrith : as foloweth here after pend. 


Dere kreendes: our pꝛeſent parell in woꝛdes fo dflate: 
It in deede: in hart felt : and at ipe here ſeene, 
Should ſhow follie. Dur caſe is now to debate, 
Dur beſt wale: to winde out of this daunger tleene: 
To ffep our tate, as befozeffapde hath beene. 
voherin:betwene two things: J doutfullie dou?, 
To which one: J hall vndoutedlle, fand Rout. 


My wife and childzen : vpon their knees all et 

with dead hertes: as death in their faces : did ſhow, 
As J loue thep: liues:gumblie be ſought me, 
By ſome meane fozthwith , to peace with flies fogrow. 
Foz ſhould they (ſaid they)ſe the like ouerth;ow: 
That they had ſene:betwene our enmies and va, 


Of they prelenfeathes,they felt fling diſcus 
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AND THE III. 


This perplexth me: what one wate to fake of twalne: 
Nature pꝛokth me (in pitteing thoſe thꝛee) 

To take peace with the flies, toronne a maine, 
KNeaſon pzouokth me : polittklie to flee, 

The how of deſire : in peace with flies fo be. 

vohich pittie to viſe : and politie to refuſe, 

How cruell flies will cock with vs,thats no newſe, 


Now: on thother ſſde:{f'J pittle omit, 

Nought weyng my wife: and ofſpzing in this caſe, 

But do bend vpon policſe,euerywhit: 

To out face the flies:to fand face to face, 

And theſe thzee (by dead) to die in the meane ſpace, 
Then am J double dead. Thone: that they death haue, 

Tother to ſe them die, whome my ſelle might ſaue. 


Ipꝛaie this whole booꝛde: this caſe firff to reuolue, f 
Eche in him ſelfe, and then all togither ſpeake. 

Deulſing pour beit. voherin while pe reſolue: 
Pour full minds, to me (at my returne) to bꝛeake, 
Ale go, to cheere my wife and babes, wo and weake. 
They pꝛaſde him to do ſo: which rang in mine eare, 


That they were moze glad, to haut him thence then theare. 
— D 
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THE SPIDIR 


He ſpſders backe turnd, freight theſe twelne a roſe 
Bp foure, foure,and foure,flocking into flockes thzee, 
Euerie flock talking, and ſtanding togither cloſe, 
Ech flocke vnto other (by ought J could ſe,) 
As ſtrange, and as loth that their talke herd ſhould be, 
As all could haue bene:that that ſpider that ſeaſon, 


Should haue heard theyz talke, had they all talked treaſon, | 


All howde one maner,which ſhowd them all meeutd: 


In feare and fewꝛie, all were greatlie greeuid, 

Talke of two:of which th:ee flockes : whereto it leades, 
I could not pet know: ſofte wiſpꝛing. not fer ſpꝛeades. 
But talke ofthe third flocke (landing ſumwhat nere,) 
Harkning ſumwhat tothem,)ſumwhat did J here. 


Freendes (quothone of thoſe foure)we foure being one, 
We mate talke (and let vs falke)franklie our mindes, 
This ſpider (our ring leader)tfo his flocke gone, 

In debate of this caſo; to which he vs bindes, 
Is to me not bn geaſt: how he with vs windes. 
But firlf, not to teache : but to tell what be is, 
And then what he meanth here, dere me ſale in this. 


The ſpider is of wit. wonderus darke and deepe. 

And double as double, as he is deepe and darke. 

Foure where he loueth, laugh weare he hateth to creepe, 
To botum of boſum : fo2 to ſpie what ſparke, 

Rindled: with oz againſt him, he mate there marke. 
Much foz which purpoſe: he giueth vs now a bone, 

Of pittie: and polliſie,to gnaw vpon. 
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eating thetr füftes,beding their b;ows ſhaking their heads | 
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AND THE I. 


But erept: we ſpice pittie and poliſie both: 
gs the ſeſoning mate lauer in taſte toffand: 
as in his taſte and ſauer: ſauerlie goth, | 1 
He will gnaw our bones out of taſte: out ot hand. bt 
wobich ye chall ſe : when J this ſcantlin bane ſcand, 68h 
Betwene his politikeleſſe pittie ( erſt ſaide) the 61 
and his pitteles poliſie, (here erſt laide) 


Chis dought : to bzing out ol dout, he hath vs ſet. 
whether (by pitie) to ſaue his babes and wife: 
He ſhall ſeeke to flies: ſum peaceof them to get, 
BH; by poliſie: to ſtand ſtiſte fill in ſtrife, | 
and leeſe: both his babes, and alſo his wines life, 
Firſt caſe : ſhowing our daunger in generall, 
Lat caſe ; howing his daunger in ſpetiall. 


This trap ( not foz mice) foz ſpiders is baighted. 
To ſe what bit we bite: oz on what ſtring weharp. 
Ifhis pittie here: be reſtreynd oz ſtraighted, 

And that(on his poliſie) our tounges do carp: 

Moze to ſane our ſelues: from daunger of deth Tharp: 
Then to ſaue him and his,we plaing thoſe parts, 

He wyll ſure ſuſpect, that we haue trapto;s harts, 


Indif we leaue poliſſe: and pitice take: 
Contluding:that we will bide all Jeoberdie: 
- Rather then ſet:ol him oz his: one finger ake, 
Ju hold a hunderd pound (to an halpenie) 
That he will take all that talke: fo; flatterie. 
Though his tye on vs therat pleaſantlie pinke, 
Pet toll þe hunk that ive laſenat as we thinks, 
| e. 
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THE FP1 DER. 


Theſe two: two edged caſes: take J loꝛ fuch, 
That they male be taken: a two edged ſwoozd. 
Ech ſide of both entteth, where euer it tanch, 

But when we ſhall reſolye: at ponder boozd, 
Zeauing thefe two Wales: J haue deuiſde a thoozd, 
aWherwtth, a tale he told them: ſo ſilently, 

That ( tyli he told it at baozd,) no Woozd herd A. 


But nta end, I berd him ta chem ſafe: - 
The lplder fit: our minds, ſeuerallie know, 

And I the pongeſt, wall ſpeake firff,(nonate.) 

And ſo ech other folowing: ſitting a row. 

wherin : as you in coo2le to ſpeake (after me) grow: 
Sape vou: in this deepe caſe : vpon depe waying, 
Pe haue nought to ſate,but tafirme my ſaying, 


And ſs ſhall we (ſayde he) ſaue our four liues. 1 
They agreede. And to touch the ſecond ſoʒt now, | 
Auficients tothe firft, one of them four contriues: 

To tontlude. In matter what: oz maner how, 

From hearing J was pet kept (as J told you) 

But the talker to that locke at end, ſpake out: 

T Thele woo2des, This way chal ſaue our four llues:no mut 


Ot the third and moſt auncſent flocke likewiſe, 
One at end of his tatke; theſc woozds a loude ſpake. 
This wate hall ſave our four lines. D; at leaſt ſiſe; 
Dur honeffies, and honeſt ſpiders vnderfake: 
*£ife much rather: then honeſtie, to fozſake. | 
Ye ſaie truth (ſapde the thꝛer) and we thꝛee a gree, 

with pou ts leſe life, rather then honeſtee. © th 

w 


"EEE EC 


AND THE FLIK 


© with this, they all at the boozd ſat downe agatne, 
That they (at the ſpiders returne)might appere, 

Set as he lett them: all as one to remaine. ä 
(while he went to land tame fro) his flock moſt᷑ dere.) 
who (lo finding them, ) with ſad and ſob2e cheere; 
gat downe in his cheyꝛe: uo hare he had ſiterſt, 

And this pꝛoſeſſe to his purpoſe,pzomptlie perſt. 
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Now: in caſe of pittie and polliti:erſt lepde, 


THE SPIDER 


E told por J Wold go, ſo haue J gone 

To comfozt my wife and mine: in pour names all, 
Aſaring them: of pour good hartes euerithone: 
To pittie and releue their dzead. As map fall: 
In pour moſt poꝛtable parefl,cum what cum ſhall. 
which hath (andnought els could(comfozted them ſo, 
That quiet they harke to here, how thend (hall go, 


Wn _-«T «© SS a _ a 


Touching the two doughtes: which J was, and am in, 
A require fulite to here: what ve haue weyde. 
noherm: pour ſentences ſeuerallie to win, fans 
ou ſhall ſeuerallte ſpeake: and the pongeſt begin. 
wdherewtth that pongeft (as he erſt ſaide he wold,) 
In woozos next folowing here, his tale he told. 


rr ren 


In theſe two caſes: bulfed,ſifted,and fand, . 
To ſew fo: peace: in pittie of vou and our, 1 
Oꝛcby poliſie)to war ſtiſlie to ſtand, | 
Xe doubtes debated here. in moſt might ofour, 
| | 

| 


Nequtre this demaund : judged in mp molt pour. 
whether to take no peace,oz what peace to take. 
Faboz whectn, I thinke veyne:all that we make. 


It J be woꝛthy in pour counſell to line, | þ 
My counſell is: that all pour ſtudie ſhalbe: 14 
Not what peace pe ſhall take. what peace pe will giue: | 

| 


Z he flies being fraide:as mutij oꝛ moꝛe then we, 
us yll not tbep ſeke foz peate: es I warant ve: 
Truſt aot mp wit : except pe haue aut oł hand,. 


Kues, ſewing to take peate, as pour wpil ſhall Far. 


AND THE FLIY 


wherin: what pour wyll chalbe ere the flies tum, 
Good is to dꝛeme: to what point in peate to wade. 
and not when they tum: to ffand muet oz mum: 

lacke ol an anſwere (by pou oz yours made.) 
Gedefull haſte in this caſe, doth me full perſwade: 
from nedles haſfie deuite: in thother caſes; 


Both which (this taking place) they take no plates. 


nas (onder pour cozrecffon,) is mp full mind. 

Ind mine (quoth the ſecond) and mine (quoth the thurd.) 
and mine (quoth the fourth ; quoth the fift) J am enclind, 
Ol an other mind: then this tale hath now turd. 

t two cauſes. thone : fo2 that this touchth no wurd: 
Ofthe caſe pꝛoponde, which is our charge to touch, 
Thother, fo; that J haue other matter tauouch. 


Ihe pith of theſe two caſes; J fake to conſiff, 
Y whether (by pittie ;your fearfull flocke to ſaue,) 
we ſhall take peace with the files: as the flies liff, 
To our common daunger: by pꝛide of flies bzane) 
Y 9:politicklie how; that we no peace wyll haue · 
Zofeare flies , and ſaue vs: yours and you: in perell, 
Loy their feare of warres confinuall quarell. 


Jod: the beit one wale of theſe both: to be, 

To ſaue pour wife: and thildzen: your ſutſeſſlon. 
ind therbp pou, Foz lacking vou, what are we: 

Who can (like you) ſaue vs: from oppꝛeſſlon: 

Dur benekites (by you) enfozce confeſſton; 

fonctabte governance in gouernours, 

Nuer was felt our lte gouernante:to yours, 


Pour 


is 


THE SPIDER 


Pour offpzing ſo toward : to rule after pou: 

As pou rule befo:e them: to their erudicion: 
Fo: our ineſtimable welth now, and after now, 
No ſpider hath the tontrarie ſaſpicſon: 

But all ſpiders, in moſt humble ſubmition: 
Submit them whole to pou: ſo loued oꝛ dzad, 
As neuer was! Frets that euer ſpiders had. 


Dur commoditees: : woon by you : being huge, 
Huge were our loſſe likwiſe ; by pour being loff. 

| Pou: and pours : appering here our whole refuge, 
Plittie:02 policte : which Malbe the poſt; 

In this caſe to fficke to: my ſenfence bendth mot, 
Ere daunger (by bzead): to vou 02 yours ſhall riſe, 
To cleaue here to pittie and take peace with fliſe, 


So lay Iclayth ſecond) of that ſecond ſoꝛt. 

And we ſaide the third (and fourth)which ſapd ; a none, 
The firſt of moſt auncient foure: his repozt 

Beginth. but fyzlt : this tale laſt gone, 

Be ſeemeth torommend ( in part) where bpon, 

He ſhawth his mpnde. But fp21f(J ſate) in woozds layer, 
De ſaith as foloweth next, of thys laſt ſaper. 


Sapd (this ſaide auntient ſpider)this tale told laſt. 
Sumwhat to touch (vnder pardon) Jentend. 
The tellers mind, J diſpꝛeyſe in no part paſt, 
But in ſondꝛie parts, J tan hys minde commend, 
Namely; in that his mind is bent to defend: 

Pou and pours, from the death: as he ought to do. 
As fer as deutie * 5 
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But as theſe two doutful daungers touch our fate: 
From top to toe, (as wo ſaie: hie, meane, and low.) 
go: from b tom: them both to debate, 

In faithfall maner: (as in hert male grow: 
All darke diſſimilaſion, to ouerth:zow. 

Sotellie ſounding to ſence depzaued, 

That trace ſhall I treade, vnder pardon traued. 


In theſe two toſt fermes: pitis, and politie, 
To turne and toſſe,recifall : of this whole caſe, 
Nonede. After retitall ſo ſondztlie, 

The termes but namd, where memoz(e is moſt᷑ baſe: 
Remembzaunce of the whole, thoſe termes bzing to place, 
which pitie: is here aplide, to ſaue pou and yours, | 
And politie: here aplide , to ſaue vs and ours. 


eſeching you: and all vou befoze 

£01 all my faptng he ode: 100g Monde ib yarE, 
But thꝛoughlie here me without op oz Fate, 
And take in good part, my plaine trew meaning hart. 
Good tales: ill taken, map make the teller (mart. 
But here, I pꝛaie hering. And hauing erpzeſt, 


In folowtng the effect,vo as ſemthpou bett. 


But firit: theſe two termes : pittte, and policie, 
(as J vnderffand them) here me, them define, 
Pittle ; is an affect of all tlementie 

That doth alway : moſt tlementite encline, 
To haue regard, to remitttbie diſipline; 14 


In matter of Juſtite: 02 anie caſeels, | \ 
Aldiſpleaſant ſuffrance, pitie it expels. | * 
| Ft Politie: k 
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THE. SPIDER 


Policie is the thing that ctrcumlpertly welths 


u9iſeite (and warelle) to put things in be. 
As reſons kerdeſt fcteh: in fozeſight puruetthe, 
an ouer: rech aboue the weake wittes cure. 
So to put things in vze, that they mate endure: 
as no ligbt blaſt of winde: doouer blow them, 


oꝛ lacke of firme foundation, ouer thzow them. 


And politie: (right taken ( as I take it) 

In good part is taken, and conffrued euer. 
Holicie ; is not as ſum ſpiders make it: 

wittie wꝛethed wile,that doth all indeuer: 
In wꝛongfull ill, to inuent to perfener; 
The name of politie there, is to be lat: 
And to be namd falſhed;otherwiſe falſe craff, 


Pittte : wzong named, and w2ong bſed alſo: 
Mate be and hath bene, As where it is aplide, 
To help one: az few, to the hurt ofmanie mo, 
The pittide part: being depe offenders tride, 
Thother part innoſent. This (clere to diide;) 
Is either not pittie: oz peuiſh pittie: 
vob ich (as thold ſaying ſapith) marth the cittie, 


But the rightvle of pittie is (as Jgelle) 


To pittie part, as pittie mate pittie all: 
vs tthout wzongfull hurt, anie one to opp;efſs. 


This meane I: in ble of pittie general: 


But touching caſe ( namelie yours) efpectall, 
Dow tt and ſuch, from thts generalicaſe ſwarne, 
Shalketoucpt anons; a9 my means toitmalefarns, = | 


OY at 
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AND THE FLINT, 


But: police, and pittle,picfured thus, 

I take man and wife. and temperance (as who (ate) 
Minifer in this mariage, J diſcus. 
Knitting this cupple : in ſtedie finted Raſe, 
Politie to commaimde, and pittie to obaie. 
Policie her huſband: and pittie his wite, 
HPolltickite to kepe al, from pttteleſſe frifes 


where politis mate bzing pittte : pꝛomptlie plaffe, * 
That huſband will not keepe that wife; out of place: it 
And that wife (that huſbands aſſent nat purchafte,) 
ro ill not pꝛeſume to take plate, both to diſgrace; 
Ber huſband: and alſsher ſelf to deſate: 

Thus politie and pittie: incaſe generall, 

Joyne (fo2 common welth) in common gonernall, 


aut now : to grow foward ſpetialitee, 
where J laide miſuſe of pittie befoze: 
To ffand : in not pitteing generalitee: i 
Er pitteing the lee nombze befs;e the mae, i 
Though that rule: leane rightlie to the right thozer if 
In caſe of pittie: mach miſuſde generallie: 

It mate ( and doth) teyle: tn ſum caſe ſpetiallie, 


Sum the oz four :are in pittie tobeweide: 
Moze, then ſum other thzee oz four thouſand are; 
Jn ſondzie caſes : which politie doth eide. 
Namelte,and pzoperlie, now here to declare; 
Jn perficuler caſe, of your pꝛeſent care. 

To ſaue vs and ours, and leeſe you and yours, 
©;leeſe pou and yours,and ſaue vs and outs. 


Ff ii Tho 


Then we being fyzit layne, you and yours are gone, 


D 


THE SPIDER - 


The lolle of fenre thouſand of meane ſpiders now: 
Touthing daungerous diſturbance of theſtate, 
Were lelle loſſe then were you foure: and chieflie you, 
But the loſſe of the whole cozps, of vs to rate: 
wWtth loſſe of pou four: the moſt loſle to debate. 

This caſe : to our caſe ; pꝛeſentlie directed, 

Is nedelelle: oz booteleſſe, to be reſpected. 


NeevlcCe J take the talke: as in this reſpect; 

Fpꝛſt our taſe rechith not; determinatelie: 

To deth of pou, oz vs, but it doth direct: 

A dꝛead of deth in pours {and in pou therbp. 
On daunger ok death in vs: not deth clerlp: ' e: 

But dꝛead: oꝛ daunger of deth: and deth out right, 

Are oft ( and now J hope) fer diſtaunt inſight. 


Hours in dꝛead, and we in daunger, of deth much 
All map be bzought : and deth pet folow no whit. 
Neither in pours, noꝛ ours. And this caſe is ſuch, 
As if pe will therin :policie admit. 

To out face flies, the toꝛps of ſpiders to knit: 

In toꝛagious tountenante, then ſhall pe ſe, 

The ties in feare, and your feare nedleſle to be. 


As the talke is nedleſte; to compare the loſe: 

Ok vs all, with you four: foz none ſhalbe loff. 

And other wiſe, booteleſſe,tn this falke to toſſe: 

In matter on this ſide oz that ſide to boſt. 

The mol oꝛ leaſt loſſe: foz all leaſt and moſt: 

Shall die. y pe ſy;inke and ſeke peace,flies will none, 


vill 
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AND THE III. 


will they flea bs and laue you , ſeeing this war: 
g9gainft pou : is ch(eflie oz onlie begon: 
Nays make pe ſure. Pe are the pzincipall bar: 

Oz beame, in their-ſpes: as thequarell doth roon, 
wherin, J perceyue no way: ought to be woon, 
But politiclie tencozage all our whole rout, 

9 freth a gaintt the flies, in ray to ſtand ſfout. 


we in toꝛage, out of toꝛage the flies are. 
And we out of cozage; incoꝛage are they. 
we ſpiders pzeſing fqzward,back the flies bare. 

Spiders dꝛawing hack, foozth pꝛeſe flies without ep, 
Thus ye ſe :politie here muſt make the waie, 
If anie wap mate be made, by poſſible pours: - 

To pꝛeſerue all, both you and yours,vs and ours. 


This : vnder pardon of pou and pours : erſt pꝛaide: 
Is: bothmp tonſcience, and mp counſell plapne, 

and mine (quoth the next of the thzee ) with him ſeide, 
And like wiſe ours alſo ( quoth thoſe other twayne.) 
The ſpiders outward wozdes,ſhowd ſhaw to retame: 
All their ſayings : and all a like: to like well. 

But how he likte inwardlie, J could not tell. 


But: on theſe thꝛee diners tales: a part to muſe, 
whech one to take: pz which to leaue of all thzee, 
He ſaid he wold (and did) depart toperuſe. 7 
Willing them in meane time, an ozder to ſee, 
That caffell in warlike taſe, agame to bee. 
Whersvpon he: to his inner manſion gone, 

To the ſoudiers ſpiders, * a none. 
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THE SPIDER 


To whom, that molt auntient ſpiders repeated: 
uch part hereof, as was meete foz them to here, 
Gut firſk, he inuented in that he treated: 

To encozage them al, to be of good chere. 

And pluck vp their hartz, it lies againe march nere. 
Matter of which rule ſuch; and the tale ſo told, 
That it bzought the ſpiders againe, bꝛag and bold. 


Then entred he: into repeticion, 

Ot cõmaundement giuen, foz that ſoꝛt renuing. 

Foz clenſing and frengthing : in ech tondition, 

As it was, befoze fozmer ſaute in vewing, 

The parelilof a ſecond ſaute, eſchewing: 

To ley downe their wepons : and ſet to their hands, 
To ſcour : and to repetre, all there, that in nede lands, 


The whole nombze (lauing reſerued to watrh) 


The watch in the watch tome: and vpon the walls. 
ep by their weapons: ech one his place to catch: 
To ſtrengthin weake plates, eth one to wozke falls. 
Stronglte they ſtep vp, al goon hole galls. 

All places ſpide: in ante kinde offauting, 

Made ſtronge in defence of a ſecond ſauting. 


The dead ſpſders they buried: in the caffell cloſe, 
The dead flies hangd out in Jebets openlie. 
Vut to le the ſpiders ; how they turne and tolle: 
Sum making of graues: ſum the ſpiders burie: 
Sum making iebets: ſum hangin flies on hie: 
Sum ſpinning thzeeds : to repetr thatcaſfeli wall. 
Ineuer ſaw the line, noz I think neuer ſhall, 
Chvobtch 


AND THE FLIE Fl 
qbwobich: while they bzing inpreeffate,now to here: | 1 


vohat the flies (in communcounſell (not pztuate) 113 
Be in deuiſing:what wale mate beſt a pere: = Nl 
On their part, eche partie to ſaue his owne pate. (EAN 
They: being ſet in counſell:it to debate: 10 
In a troope: be ſide the reo mation tree, a 74 
Thoꝛder and thend lolo wth here, to hers and ſe. 1 

5 


Crieflies\ncampe be at cownlell: defiroully dentling: by 


what meane to , WObervpon inuen⸗ 
nga meane rob tne hatolew for pee ith 5 — 
befoze the flies, | Lap, 7 
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TAI SPIDER 


De flies diſtoꝛagid(as erff diſcloſed,) 

They all tride to take peace ſum maner of waſe, 

A warfare to fare: that fare them diſpoſed; 

Nather to faſt, and tofare full hard (that day:) 

Then ſharp ſauts, with ſowꝛe ſawſe:te taſte moze in ſale, 
Their bumbling buzing : at their tapteyns crie ſeſt, 
This aduiſed aduite, to them he expꝛett. 


Freendes all: that pe all wolde haue peate, ye allſhow, 
But what wate to tum to peate, none ofyou tell. 

Two pleyne wates theare be, to pꝛouoke peace to grow, 
One:to ſubmit vs on knees (to our foes fell | 
An other, to offer them talke,war to erpell. 

By taking peace ; vnder tondiſcion ſuch, | 

As male extinkt (in both partes all cauſs of gruch 


But kirſt: pf we ſubmit vs all are vndoone. 

Meane mercte,nay mapne miſerie:chalbe our ends 
Flies knees: fs furious ſpiders, win no boone, 
The ſeconde, and the beff wate is, to extend: 

Sum talke as J tolde: which if ye tondiſend: 

To folow, we muſt enter talke in the ſame: 

By ſum other 7 meane: then in our , 


If we ſew directlie,ſpiders wilbe p:owde. 
And we eyther get no peace :02 ſuch a peace, 
As betwene war and that peace,ſmall choyſe a bowda 
Exactions,raunſums, oz fines, ſhall neuer ceaſe, 
Bonds of good abearing : hall haue no releaſe, 

Flies lands, fies goods, flies liues, and flies liberte, 
Manie clearlie loſt, and all in teoberde, 


AND THE FLIYTF, 


Gut yon folowing (as pe ought)my counſel, 
I wpll dztue thant to make ſute: this ſute to ſew; 
By a tale told to him here. us hich J will tell: 

Ie will here it and ſoth it, the lies grew: 
To a gree.Wherewith certaine flies foz thant flew, 
v9ho; fet and ſet atladder foote by the fliſe, 


The Captatne ( to thant:)did this tale deuiſe, 
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THE SPIDER 


Nt (plepac and trew, choꝛt and ſharp) a tale ofme: 
Told to thee, thou muſt here. Thus ſtandith the caſe, 
A great conflict(euina now)the ſpiders and we, 

Baue had: which flew ſpiders a piteous pate. 

Tyll pittie wzought our retire,to ſe what grati: 

Might a pere in them:to ſew to vs fo; peace, 
In giuing vs our right, this war to ſurſeaſe, 


And: that they do vs w2ong infolerable, 

I durſt make thee(thetr frend)our wdge(foz mp part) 
Zhe abhominacton is enſcrewtable: 

To pzonounce at full, how they (by will peruart,) f 
aue w2ongfullte wzoong vs, to wzonges of moſt ſmart. 
Vhich we haue boꝛne: and neuer theron wzokun, 

Till the burden, our backs and necks hath bzokun, 


And when we hope (il we at ante time hope: 

That our bzeakbacke burdens : ſhall tum to ende, 
Then ſhowth thencreſe of our burdens; ſo large ſcope, 
That they ſeme but be goon. None end ſene tentende. 
vwhertn, theit fozce fozſith vs, to band in bende. 
Father : then hide their perpetuall ſhakling, 

To ſtand agaynſt them, and ſick to our takling. 


As we haue ſt(kt now here (J ſaie)to their payne. 
And to avolde their moze payne (J ſap and ſapde:) 
Being loth;to ſet a bzoch their blood againe, 
re haue traynd a long time (endiffrentlie wepds:) 

To kepe them: from thextremeextremite ange, 

To ſe their ſewt foz peace: vs to peate tatempt, 
mne their owne kaut, ( we ſaie ) is exempt. 1 * 


AND THE FLIK 
But lince they ſew not, we will ſeton a gapns. 
To leaue no ſpider (oz els no ſlie, a line. 


Lo hang thee ſtreight. Ant: it booteth not to ſtriue, 
Get a goſfiifather:that can Hoztlie ſhziue. 

Diſpatch hangman. Sum flie go: ſum bell fo foule, 
That ſpiders and flies, may pꝛaie foz thants ſoule. 


But ere we go: we haue made decre tertame: 
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THE SPIDIR 


Euer was there ant,(J wene)ſo aſfonide: 

As was thts ant vpon this chiefe fites tale told: 
Dad he bene an ant plenteouflie monide, 

Be wold haue geuen ſacks full of ſiluer and gold: 
To haue bene ſafe thens,but he pꝛeide them to hold: 
And heare him ſpeake once agame befoze he die. 
uohich graunted, this began the ant by and bte, 


Maiſter Captaine (and allo my maiſters) here fliſe: 
A beſech pou tonſider, tonſideratlie. 

Hot onlie: that none enmite doth a riſe; 

In me toward pou: pꝛoued apꝛobatlie, 

Befoze noꝛ ſince my ſuffrance, taptiuatlie: 

But frendſhip.in aduiſing pou peace to kepe, 
Wheare war hath ſins,bzought manie flies in dead flepe, 


Alſo to vewe: J hnmblte pou inffant, 

what time pe haue hangd me, what thing pe haue woon, 

The carcas of a poo;e wꝛetched ſeelie ant. 

Not wozth the rope tyat it hangth by: in the ſaon, 

Way well (with pour ſelues)what a thzeede this were ſpoow 
An innoſent : by tiranie : to death to bzaw, 

No ſlie therby winner, the wozth of a raw. 


Hote moze: this thing once done, tan neuer be bndoons. 
And till it be doone, maie be doone when pe will, 
Which being now doone:and repented as ſoone, 
Zo late tumth that repentaunte:to auoyde thill. 
Marke moze.Jfpou in this furie:me here hill, 
Then the leyꝛe towze offlies (as pe take him) diet. 
29 from the ſpider,thzetning thertn erſi lietz 

| $ 


4 » 89 4 f N » 
3 422 4 * 


AND THE FLIEF, 


Nuoth the captaine turne the ladder : wont erde fer 
If all this afoʒe ſaide: my lite will not ſaue, 
Here this deuſce:deutſed an other way. 
That is: it mate like pou : I pour graunt to haue: 
Ok one pooꝛe petifſion, which J laſt here traue. 

Zet me go: gardid to the ſpiders againe, 
To pꝛoue: what peace J can foz my life,obtaine, 


Beete ſo tride the files:who made a harold go: 

To make moſt humble ſute:in behalte of thant, 
That he and (ſaue foztte flies with him) no mo, 
Might be admitted to his ſpeche : that inffant. 
The ſpider (ſeming to graunt it: hard and ſcant,) 
Bad him cum. u9herwith a waie the harold went, 
Showing the flies and ant, the ſpiders aſſent. 


Foztie lies garding the ant,flew fozth bꝛauely. 
The ſpiders fozt,renewde and furniſht agapne, 
The bed ſpider in the mids; ffanding grauelie: 
And (fo2 terroz) on Jebets and galows remaine, 
flies thouſands hanging :ſum in rope ſum in chaine. 
Thant : being bzought befoze the ſpider to ſpeake 
His minde (as folowith)fozthwith he did bzeake. 
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Pght erelent hunkill, (f J wofull wzefche: 

To call pou mine vnkill :map here be ſo bold, 
Two things: to pꝛonounte playnlie without ter fetche, 
Is mp pꝛeſent purpoſe. Firſt of which doth hold: 
Thankes, fo; ſauing mp life. Seconde to be told, 
Standth vpon a requeſt by petiſcion: 

Fo; parell,like the firſt in condiſcion, 


As thus: of lite: J am in like daunger now, 
As J was then. (except pour mercifull eyde:) 
| The flies: being bent to liue and die on pou, 
1 To ſawt this caſtell a frech, they haue puruepde. 
+ | And had bene here ere this: ſauing that they ſteyde: 
To hang me firſt, which hath no longer ay: 
But till A (of peace) bzing them wozd, pea,oz nay, 


Nowhlt at their ſute: but all togither at mine. 
TLbepreſpight mp life: till my returne: fo trie, 

1 . What good lucke: your good loue,to me may a ſine: 
. y enclinacion to peace, charitable; 

qd At mp ſate,foz mp ſake. Both to ſaue therby, 

| My like: and as manie of pours:as ſhall, 

In this feerce fazce,be clapt in thenecks withal, 


And ſince : your owne effafe ye tan better wey: 

uo hat waie is beit: (foz you and pours) then J can, 

And that ye know: the wozft peace: (as wiſe wights ſep:) 
Is better then is the beſt war, to ſcan, 

As pꝛołe howth partlie here,ſince this war began: 

This conſidered : conſidering ol pour part here, 

Ileane of eee 
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ty: beleching yon with me, and fo; menoln 

py my leite, foz my leite, nate by you foz pon: 
without my ſeeking; by your owne requeſt wzonght, 
nd finted reward, cauptlie to be bought, 

ge yeofeed,novs J ed haner 


detondarilie: pour caſeerf arbitrated: 

Jlizthered: (as fer as my wit might tote pour: 

which ſhowde ſo, when I the fame Jterated, : 
That J bas woozdes of thanke : from the mouth of your, 
Chirdite : where chaunce of war: was tome ſo ſour: 
NS na 
what (and how) things grew theron, hers them 


ft the flies firff apꝛoch: toward this afſauf, 
Loa tree they dzew me; freight to hang me there. 


eee ee 
pour 

da dle: ett at tharbiterment( as other were.) 

which was at laſt graunted: but fy;ff long dende. 


Ky tale there. od on two entent effect. 
gue; to ſaue mie ſelfe,an other to ſaue yout 
ſid paurs, And therin tu ſcape buſuſpect. 1 
ut fo; my ſelte, I lapde that no file co1 

That ever J ottended file: ere now an now. 


b might moſt equallie fand with equits, kur 


— 
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THE SPIDER 


And fo; the ſaftte ofyon : and of yours here: 
To qualifie the feerte fur te of the flies, 
All trembling terroꝛ: that A could make apere, 
That might diſcozage the flies: in anie wiſe, 
That did J at the full: to the flies deuite. 
Which w2ought ſuch efect : and did their harts ſo pall, 
That they tride foz peace ; and wold haue fled np all. 


But the cheefe tlie feping them: then againff me, 
Spake his pleaſure theare, as you did after here. 
De ſaw and ſatve to the flies: that they might ſe: 
My counſell gfnenthem, was agatnff them tlere. 
And that J put them in teare to tum here mere: 
Onlie fo; the lone : that J to ſpiders bare, 

And to ſet mp ſelfe at liberte, from ſlies ſnare, 


v9hervpon he moned, and they did conſent; 
That I chuld beſenthither as ſent was J, 

To tell a tale, to abate pour furie bent. 

woherin: it J bzonght pou all as fearefullie: 

To feare them: as J had bzought them fozmerly: 
To feare pon, then ſhould J de ſet frank and free. 


Oz els (at my returne, ) hangd ſtreyght ſhonld J bee. 


Here: to pꝛolong my lite, nature pꝛouokt me: 
To make pou a fraide of them, ſumwhat to ſate. 
Dut pet againe to that: aſtettion pon 
To reaſon ſo fayntite, when that J did inuey, 
That you (by reaſon) ftretght wiped that feare away, 
Fo: which, J was no ſoner returnd vnneh . ' 

Ere Jhadſat the flies handes) iudgement of 195 


AND THE FLIT 


(+ Dfp2lt at pour requelt, fo; you: and not fe; me: 
Jcam : crauing no reward:but your good will. 
Second ; in tharbitrate caſe J wzought decre, 

To the beſt foz pou. As fer as J could ſktil, 
Chirdiſe,foz pour ſake: to death moſt vile oz fl, 


J was then dzawne: and am now dzawing againe. 


Except my greefe ; ſum grace, of pou obtaine. 


That is: that it maſe like vou, to ſlies fo graunf, 
Peace: Such as diſpatre giue no tauſe to refuſe, 
Amd pꝛide giue no tauſe, it pꝛoudlie to auaunt. 
But as meſurable meane: meaſure endewſe: 
So(ofpour grace)graciouſlie them to vſe. 

This lone toward mp life; pleaſe it pon to ſhow, 
No reward els{at your handes)craue I togrow. 


Chis endid : the ant made turtſey to the ground, 

- Atwhteh the lptder gane him a beck low boude. 

But: befoze be anie woozd ; to thant did ſound, 

de pawſve ſolemite,as any ſpider coude. , 

which doone: verte loningiie: but not berſe loude, 
In maner afſewred. And in woozdes right graue, 
firf thentre: and then thend of anſwere he gaue. 


_ 


2 
5 


8 — Nee 
Re S 
— STE + os 


* 
VA 


1 * N 4 
= FF, AAR 
. 8 Wn - _ 
9 I—_—_— | 


A Ns 


r W 


n 
AOL 


2 — — 


eo 
a yp" 5 — 

— ; wr p 4 2 
. 45 * 


” | \ £ | 
LEE EIT 


TIACSS 
QUE - | 


NS | LAX 
* 


* 
« 
Des 


* 2 
8 5 
— pron 


3 


2 m. 
— 5 - n 
FO 
— = 2 
a | N 
; X 
5 — 
4 'v * | Q@ 4 : P k 
®) | Ne 
' : 1 
4 g 
1 — 
N * | Is 
I 8 ah 
( I} 
7 < | < 
— 3 
NN / 
A 
* "i. » q 
- N 
' "\ j 
S _ : A j , | WW _ 
14 ; 7 9 
TT. g N | 
! 04/407 4+ 08 — . - 
* g SD 
: - : * « 
71 4 1 * 4 . * — 
| 1913 4 
' 
/ 2 1 
2 
: N 
TIL- . 5 2 141440 // i J 
* : 
a 7094 k : - 4 N 2 
5 a Ga g — 6 i/ 7 1 
* g 0 7% 
ö I MM 
2 % 4H" 60 
" 10.4 N Aer a 29 HH 
; 7 a? g . 1\ TV 
* 10 hes . 0 ' | \ X 1 


—— — 


1 
o 
27 
1 
. 


| 
; 
1 


5 : * ks 225 
— 2" n 1 AN Minn - Z 
4 2 | — 2 
AL * * 
N \o 1% 
— "I | * 
15 Lo ; Mut \ Cy WM 
14 — 5 Amt Au 


OY 


" 
* 
1 
= 
* 
25 — 
> = 
* — — 
_ — 
RJ 
yo rr 77 ” 
—  — 


7 1 
ö 
f * — * J. | 
ity APR II K 
Is Hur 1 of 
2 Wl TN 

N * 
W 

S* + 

* 


—_ — ———— ꝙ—— 


| ON CS at Oe 


THE SPIDLL 


Olin ant: a long matter in ſhoꝛt ſpeethe here, 
Pehane(as ye can) right wiſelie declared. 

vo bich: as ye grounded on thꝛee things to apere, 
To dzaw me to pittie you, in caſe thus ſnared, 
So: this mine anſwere to thoſe thzee pzepared: 
Path tn it: other thꝛee thinges. Two of which th:ee, 
Stand ſoze agaynſt pe: and the third fandth with ye. 


Firff the harme (by wzong) that flies haue doone me, | 
Second : my will to be reuengde on the ſame. PU 
Third: the pittie I haut of pou, Jpzomiſe pe: 7 
Ol two thinges: betweene theſe thꝛee: which one to name, | 
IJ can (as pet) no determinacion frame. 

nohich is: one of theſe two: to determin at eende; _ 
vohether to lea all my foes,o; ſaue one freende: 


Hale: whether to ea oz to ſaue: foes and freendboth, 
And whether toflea oz ſaue: both pon and pours, - 
On this queſtion (quoth thant)this caſe rigdtlie goth: 
But peace ſauith them and theirs: vs and ours 

war ſleath (0z daungerth) all: in ſhozt ſharp ſhowzs, 
Pe ſaue all: in pitteing me: the leaſt one, 


Not pittting mere lea(as ſemth euerpthone. 


Wut twwo of your th;ee points laff toucht : dere ma touch, 
Omitting the third, till J them haue touched. 
Ol pour harme: pour will to reuenge: as ee 
To thone ill paft:thother ill to tum, touched: 

nohen all is reuoluid, that tan be a bouche. 
Pour reuengement to cum: of the flies ill paff, 


Map bzing pou maze harme:and the flies away cafk. 
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AND THE FLIK 


pea: calf pou and pours awate to, (I ſap) it may: 

un (vnder your pardon) to ſpeake my minde plaine, 
pour deſtre offurder rtuengment: to way, 
declarth much erewolte: in you fo remains. 

Che leaft flies raunſam hath bene loſe of his bꝛaine, 
Chat in time pat hath toucht here: and now in ſight, 
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1 
Lhouſands of fites daine, and hangy in pꝛeſent fight, | ; 
Mus tan their yil, and your wl: chill to revenge: . 
pour pointing of thole two points: diſpoynted be. I; 4 1 
Athat quarell : charttee doth you thalenge: h þ 
Jndeadbe defiance: of all enmite. | "ht 1 
Then palling theſe two points, to this thy; pas we, 14 
pittie : wherby charttee here to enbꝛale, 1 
$ hone allcaſes,pittie this pitefull caſe, Ll 


find pittie : in pou ſhowde here now dnto me, 
ſummodite to pour telle: I thinkeſhall gaine, 

Tyan ( in this relpect of pittie ) agre: 
Lotake peace with the flies, though pe loſle ſuffaine: 

Ay life to ſaue: in recompence of my payne: 

Hands and harts ot Ants: old and yong : great and ſmall, 
Toſerne pou in yourneede,ye are ſure of all. 


ind contrartwiſe: it I here now go fo wzacke, 
where you ſhall me flea: in that ye mate me laue, 
Got onliefreendſhtp : of all ants pe ſhall lacke, 

But all creaturs liuing: Mall you depzaue: 

Und abhoz.where thep:ſpeech oz thought of pou haut: 
dzayiff pou (in this caſe) leaf mite in a cheeſe, 
nee e 


To 
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To this ( all that J can ſaie) what ye will bo, 

I huwblie beleche you ( foozthwith) to declare, 
Fife, oz death,which one of two to truſt unt, 
Is my deepe delice. That I maie now pzepare, 
My ffomacke redie, attoꝛding to my fars, 

My minde J meane to dit: 02 els to line, 

As pour pleaſure is, my death oz life to giue. 


Loſin ant (quoth the ſpſder( pittie toward pou: 
And anger toward them, wzeaſfleth in me ſoze, 
The flies ſpight to ſpiders : to ſhow what and hott 
They haue ſpighted vs: from long befoze: 
Zaping their fauts on our backs. and enermoze:- 
By clayming our commons and ſuch other ke, 
Slaundzing our titles: quarels fill they plke. 


Sir Se | 
Which on both parts, J wich to be mendid. 

The next wait wherto, is peace tobe pzeferd. - - 

By war, no part mended, all parts offended, 
War waſteth all things: where war is thus bend 
In pittie wherol, by peace all iis to mende, 
Peace to all parts: wich &ill an ende. 


vo ell toſm: cheefelce ; pea onlie fox pour fake: 

In retompente ol your pains: at m deſire, 
za . 

J will all files, out ot hand hence to retire. ine 
And that they in tumult, no furdex conſpire. 
But that they clearedillolue this conſpiraſie, 
And eue rie fie flee home, to liue peſablie, 


W They 


AND THE FLIK 


. They ſhal not: let you at liberte alſo | 1 
Bag. and bagage:to go ſtreight home franek and free, 81} 
and in this window and all,(wheare my powꝛs go:) | ] | 


Vall the hooles foz thetrs, J graunt to them fto me. | 
And the tte that this began, ſtill here to be. 141 
- Standing vpon his triall in conſequence, . | 1 
as ſtandth with reaſon, law, cuſtome, and conſcience. 11 


w ich (as J pꝛomiſed him, (J will perfo:me. 

This is pour end. And flies warne pour felowes fliſe: 
To be ware hencefozth, of theſe deeds enoꝛme. | wy 
And by their harme here pꝛeſent, to war ſo wiſe: ot i! 
That thei neuer atempt moze,thus to ariſe: N 

Againſt their beggers oz betters:ſuch as bee, 
Placed thus, aboue flies in auctozitee, 


Great god ſaue pou (quoth thant) quoth thoſe flies amen. 
low turtſie they made, and awate they flew: 
To the camp offiies:and there and then, 

Pꝛeſenting thant to them, aboute thant they dꝛew. 

with panting harts. To perteiue, what wold enſetu. 
Wherewith: the ant at curtſie with knees low boude, 
Theſe ſweete wozdes de began, in voyte right loude, 


C Thant declaring peace: as it is graunted, the flies in mu 
love ſet the ant toankfullie at . — —— —. = 
Whervpon the captaine commaundeth all flies to dꝛaw nere 


lo here him ſpeake ere rt. Eu 
pd they depa t they flee 284 
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THE SPIDER 


Sate: and pardon: J bzing now into pour laps. 
Upon theſe woꝛdes ſpokẽ, there was ſuch a ſh;il ſhe tote 
Holding vp their bands: caſting vp their caps, ._ 
Such ioping and reiopſing:the whole tampe aboute: 
As ſelde hath ben heard and ſeene, in ſach a route. 
Long was it: ere ſilence wolo fullie be woon. 
But at laſt it was woon: which doone thant begoon, 


Peace to pꝛonounte, iu foꝛme as it was graunted. 
And that it was graunted onlie foz his ſake, 

when he at ende to them had it a vaunted, 

And that he: of his gard thither:did witneſſe take: 
Thep all ot the ſame : aſtirmacion did make. 
Streight wate: the halter taken from the ants necke, 
The captaine fie gaue thant, a louelie low becke. 


P:aying him: to let all hard handling pal, pas. 
And to tonſider: that innombze ſo greate, 

All be not one flies bꝛoode: and wo he was, 
That he had ſhowde him ſelfe ſo ill: htm tentreate. 
Dellring him, it to foꝛgiue, and fozgeate. 

(Sir quoth thant) foꝛgiuen and foꝛgotten, all is: 
Foz mp part, and euer halbe after this. 


And ſuch flies as erff,had frownenglte faſte him: 
Zouinglie they then, on him did ſmothlte ſmile. 

The captaine and cheef flies : hauing embꝛaſte him, 
They geuing htm thankes, in woꝛdes of pleaſant tile: 
Diſcharging him thence, I let him paſſe a while: 
Moſt tocund and ioyfullie: homward to flee, 

wo pue pe: che ales concluſion haue by me. * 


AND THE III. 


The ant being gone, the taptayne fozthwith: 

Made pꝛoclamation, to be herd there ſaie. ; 
But thouſands/after hundzeths) are gone euin ſith, 
Till all: within foztie, weare lowne quight awate, 
The reſt, moſt agaynſt their will :fozf to this frate, 
Gathering aboute the captapne : to heare him ſpeake, 
He to them: and they to him, their minds did bzeake. 
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Ow like pe this rudenelle of theſe flies(quothhez) 
As yll as ante ſight I bane ſeene (quoth one) 
well (quoth an other) it is no nouclte: 

Common ſoꝛt offlies (in maner cuerichone) 

As gidds tum and go, ſo flies tum and are gone. 
Ottimes when ſtriuis are ( by wꝛangling flies )begoon, 
In the mids ofthe matter,awale thep toon. 


Ze auing flics in the bꝛiers: whom they fozlf therto, 
As they fo2ced me. But J am this time tought; 
Agaynſt an other time: what J ſhall to. 

And we quoth other)thither ſoꝛſiblie wzought. 
My mind/quoth the taptaine was to haue bzought; 
Our campe in oꝛder diſolued. Sir (quoth one) 

Pe know they that know none oꝛder, tan keepe none. 


I told at firſt (thoſe flies that fe: me out) 

Though J tooke(as J tooke and take) our clapme right: 
Pet agaynft our ſuperiozs,to be ſtout: 

To attapne our right: by foꝛte of furious fight, 
A blinde flic might ſe that out of the wate quight. 
Which wold not be heard: but cre Jagapne ſtur: 
As Juow ſturd, Ile be hangd at mine owne dur. 


And we (quoth the ref). Freendes (quoth the captaine) 
J was not fozſt at beginning:to cum foozth. 

I rather foꝛeted other: but to be plame. 

The gapne in thts to:nep ſeene; what it is woozth, 
And what daunger thts and like enterpꝛiſe toozth 
Jle not fur thus agapne, it I mate lit ſtill: 

And ſboꝛſt to ur thus, Ile Fur with an ill will: 


Setter 


AND THE FL1% 


Better ſmoth woozdes ts gene: then ſmart ſtripes to fake, 
Hamelſe where ftripes wtnnought : x wozdes male win all. 
Againft the ſtreme, frife againe J will not make, 

Bat take at ſpiders hands, as in peace map fall. 

A ſe what it is: to ſpurne againſt the wall, 

Home wlll J in peace. and in peace a bide there, 

wiching peace thinſkrament, right to trie eche where, 


we wiſhe the ſame ( ſaide the reff) all taking fight: 
From thence ; nothing theareleft: but themptie place, 
wherevpon : the ſpider, bzake bp his camp quight. 
which done, I ferted bp a ſpeedie pace. 

Looking out at the window : there to parchace: 
Aſight (yr I could) of the ant :cume home new, 

what ſolem ſalataſions, ſhould there enſew, 
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AND THE 'FL1H'  * 1 


At at a lates hole, taſtinge mine ſpe, 4 
A molhill J ſpide ; as the emer od greene. þ 
The graſſe low lepde ; and vntd the window nie. 
Thant new entring the ſame : who when he was ſeene, 
On ſo ſoden warning neuer was (A weene) 

Such a nombze of ants, as were on that hill. 

To ſhow outward tokens, of inward goodwill, 


At thanfsfirff entre, a lane of ants was mad e. 

Euerie ant by the waie, ſhaking that ants kiſt. 

And ſumwhat moze then the midwaye of that glade, 
His wife met him: whom he full ſweefite kiſt. 
Bis babes fell on knees. no hom he denoutlie bliff, 
v9hervpon: all ants hauing that ant {mbzaſte, 
Theſe wozdes ſaidehe to them: amid mong them platte. 


Dere kinſfolkes : and alies man(e: and freendes all. | 
vobat pe haue herd of me: ſins J from you went, We: 
That know J not. But my ſeile here repozt hall: AF 


Ok my trobulus tragidie, theffect feruent. Fit: 
Intelling which tals, mine effectuallentent: 4! 
Is: that ye allſhallnow marke much : what J ſale: 10 
And all marke much moꝛe, while J ſaie:that J ſaie. 


But what J ſafe ; mark firſt. I fhinke ye know all; 
That my voag colin ſpider was with me here; 144 
To tum tohisfather my hunkle: at tall. 14 
But the cauſe wherfoze he wild me to appere: 114 
vo hether pe know oz not: that know J not clere. . 
My knowledge wherof: to witnes that ye know, 17 
An full and few woozdes, (as J 8 ſhall chow. i 
g tu A 
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At trian (by cuſfom)on which ſide to lap, 


runs rr 
Anotable fife : hath late chanaſed to light, 


In that ſpiders copweb. the ſpider by thaf,, 
Charging theflie: with deſert of death: by right. 
Tye nie: to deſerue to dfe,denying fa 


Beleching the lpider, to rein ed, ſamwhat, 
He graunting him fpeeche. and to ſudge his offence, 
Standing withreaſon,law,cuCothie,and conſcienits, , = 


© he ſpiders chalenge ta the ite, gaue great charge. 
woherto (as fer as J cauld thete bndettrand. 
The flies delente, was very lulty and large. 
In whtth chalenge and defence: when all was ſcand, 
To tum to ende, they two could not take in hand. 
Wut being dꝛeuen to chooſe arbiters tagre, 
The fe choole a butterfite, the ſpider chele me. 


This one: of their manie matters tarbitrate. 


Au holes,in that and all windows in ecde ate. 
The lies claiming freehold: foz free paſſing wax. 
The ſpiders fo; ſpiders ſave: ſo, all hold they. It 
usheron: we hering all ſides what could be leide, 
Voe could not agree, how the caſe might be weide. 


Toanſe one ſive of both: ſo chat at ende, 
In our report, (to that ſpider and that flie,) | 
The caſe as we firſt founde, we left it to depends. _ 
The ſpider and flie in copweb ; thend ts trie, 

us hervpon the flies: ina fume by and bie, 
voere ſodenlie vp: in a rought, on a roze. 
Such a flock,as I haue neuer ſeene befoze, 


AND THE PLITe'.: i 


LNonede to aſke them whorfoze their cuming was, 
Their warlike faſhin : ſhowde them bent to fight: | 
But in a moment, a bout me they compass. 
gnd withoukwazde derben derlarde;wpong ozright. 
They dꝛew me to a free: fanding nie in ſight, | 

vheare ; with halter aboute my nerk: on ladder ſef, 


Turne the ladder they cride, none other glate to get, 


Sauing the fozſapde arbiter batferfiſe, 
Upon great and longe ſaute, atlaſt obteynde. 

Of them to here me ſpeake: befoze I ſhoule dis. 
But ere I ſpake ( what to ſpeake) ſceing vntaynd 
Ale oz death lie befoze me,) J was tonſtraind: 
(4s that ſhaꝛt time wolde ſerue) to pzemevitate, 
MANO WING Ken's an | 


is affection naturall: moued me mae? | 
To leane to the ſpiders; then toward the lies, 
Ind of my tale: the verſecarnell oz coze, 

Muſt ffand on two points (me thought in anie wile, 
Lhone, to perſwade no faute'in me to ſurmiſe: 
Main them. Thother fo make them ſto telent, 
Sy enfozſing the fozce;of ſpiders loste dent. 


| Infirff part of which tale, my fantes I clered: 

That they (to touche ms with) cout ante mag late. 
inzwhere: by the refe of mp tale;appered; 
Thetcdeathsptaine (as Jthere foves bgtodib vſplate. 
They thervpom all: welnſloromitngawaie'/! ©! *- 
Jhandling the tale fo, from txt purtte Sende, 
ak A —— 
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Wut the craftie fie: capitail captiteyne 
— the lues) my politm intent, 
— 
— digavoger abnete.0l all bent. 
—— —— 
Be inueyde ſuch matter tothem: that a nne. 
Ie en eee n 


voherbpon: with their content he awarded,” / 

That J:befoze the ſpiders; a tale to tell, 1 
Should be lent fozwith, with foztiefites garden $121 
voherin: if I made ſpiders feare flies: as well; 

Oꝛ as much (tn mp ſaying lertus 02 fell?) 

As J bꝛought flies ot ſpiders beſoze in feare, 

I ſhould goquight. Pf nat, atreturne hang theark« - 


Itayde J wolde do my bett. and therwithall, | *: 7 
Standing onthe adver, ur bg ngen ſect out, 


fAls in a time ofour time, ia natuxall 

wich bad! J de garded with this garded ron, | 
' Befaze the ſpider ;hauiug looks ſtraunge and ſſout. 
CINE ' 2 
Jvſed wozdes: myznotter to pertuade. 


vohere: althaugh A wolde haue fold another tale: 

Pet who maie not as be will, muff as de mae. 
— — — medal]! 
To ſaue mylile, nul imp lile in my tounge late: 
Shozt tale to mae, in tale ſa did I there la:: 
That ſpiders in leare offiies, had agu 
eee een, 


) AND THE PLIE, 

voherwltth : the hed ſpider fell in fell farſe. 
J feard he wold (with his wepon) haue kild me: 
And ſuer:all my frendes from Jerſep to Jurie: 


Had not ſaued mp life ; but he wolde haue ſpild me: 


Had not his foze graunt : waranted and wild me: 
To tum and go ſafe, but this paſſing oner. 
He eatred a talke, the ſpiders foreconer; 


And encozage agayne. which in fine he did. 


He ſaide, that one both thoſe parts, I diſemblid. 
Creeping with ſpiders :at times when Jliuff, 


3nrefte of his tale told, he telling the warf: 


Againtt me and my tale: that he could deuiſe, 
He ſuch matter layde, and layde it in ſuth wiſe, 
That in toꝛage (I ſale) were the ſpiders agayne. 
we with his defance, returning a mapne. 


To thefiles : by one ſlie: all paſt repeated, 
vohich: declaring me;the fpiders to haue frayde, 
As J was wild to do, ffrepght was it freated: 
(Upon demaund) whether in that J there ſatde, 
I ſhould haue my (fe oz not. which to be waide: 
Betwene two flies: a ſertus argument: 
ES Rong 


Bztnging me in much diſdayne, and moze diffruft. 


And flleng with nes: othertimes, euine as Jui. 
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THE SPIDER ö 


The one ſaide : that I by tumnant, ougbt fo line, 
Nat ſaide thother : by cumnant he ought to die: 
The firſt ſaide: as woꝛdes ofcumnant do glue: 
To bzing the ſpider in feare, euine ſo did J. 
Thother ſaid, that feare heeld not permanentlie 
And : the woozdes fulfild: the meaning not fuifild, 
The cumnant is not kept, In judgement well ſkid, 


This argument they turnd and foff fill at lat, 
The freend, quight ouerttzew thaduerſarie. 

And pet againſt me, the moſt nombꝛe ſtreight paff, 
As though thargument had ron, tleane contrarte, 
On the ladder J ſtoode,ffreight to miſtarie: 
From which: at turning ol, by the ſlie hangman, 
Dold: cride a flie fer of, flinging toward vs than 


which file laſde: the ſpider had made a decree: | 
The ſlie in cloſe pꝛiſon with him detepnde; 


Should ſtreyght leeſe his life, if the flies did kill me: 
nohervpon they repzyede mt ts pzilon theynde. 
noith harneſt files watche : and in ſtocks remeinde. 
Betwene hope and dead, whether to liue oz die, 
As this ſlide, oz that ſide, ſhould winvictozle, -- 


Fozthw\th herewſth, on the ſpſder they gaue ſauts. 

no dete ſiue hundꝛeth ſpiders; and fine thauſand dies, 
noeare ſla:ne. Abating on bothe ſides cozage date, 
The flies retired:prate ſum wale to deuiſe. 

The ſpiders: weare deſtrus ol peate, iuewiſe. 
Opt part ſhould begin ſute : thatpeace to moue, 
Both parts ſhowde as on; curtſie, as litle lounge, 


The 


AND THE FLIT, 


The fiſes had me befozethem bzaging in bolt. 

That ſins ſpiders to them ; foz peace wold not ſew, 
Spiders:02 flies one part of both ſhould be croſt; 
Nuight out of this life, none left a line to bew. 

And freyght tothe ladder, agapne they me dzew. 
Pꝛoteſting that J ſhould die: ere they marcht thence, 
I pzaptng them, my lyfe might hang in ſuſpence, 


while J weare garded againe, to the ſpider, 
To ſew to the ſpider, all in mine ownename. 
To ſee: ofwhat peace, hap might be pꝛouider. 
At mine humble ſute: bato him foz the ſame, 
They graunted, and ſent me. to whome when J came, 
J ſewde fo; peace. beſeching it the rather, 

Foz terteine reſpects,which I then did gather. 


Such as ſhowd then: hie time: peace to giue and fake. 
As: daunger to him and his: and then foz me: 

Moſt Innoſentlie taſt awaie, foz his ſake. 

Hauing, oz looking , foz no tomodite: 
But onlie his faner : and hereupon he: 

Deming loth to graunt: and glad to graunt in decve, 
Graunted peace, in loʒme as loꝛ with ſhall pꝛoſeede. 


Under generall pardon: foꝛ all fantes paff, 

Thefites muſt all awate : and all war ſurſeaſe. 

I: ſet at liberte: no longer to lis falt. 

Flies in windowes, to baue halle the holes in peaſe, 
The ſlie with hum in pꝛiſon, not to releaſe: 

But to fake an end at his hands: theare oz thence, 

As Fandth with reaſon, law, cufom,and conſcience, 
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THE SPIDER 


But note: I mult take this done all fo2 my long. \ 

Jn recompence of paine and parell had theare: 

This done, J and the files theare, as did behone: 

Geuing thankes : and taking leaue, thence gone we weare; 
To the flies. who flockt about me geuing eare: 

To here of peace. v9hich when J theare had declarde, 
voith thanks J was diſcharged, of all capttuegarde. 


From whens J am (as you ſe)hether now tum. 
The one halfe ol my whole tale: hauing diſplayde. 
Foz: of what I haue to ſaie: this is the ſum. 

But now wherfoze this what ( now ſaide) is ſaide: 
As J: at beginning wild this what: well waive, 
So wylhe J this wherefoze : to be wayd as well, 
Foz ſaftie of all ants, which J all now tell. 


AND THE 7111. 
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| THE SPIDER 
' Upſe ants are warnd:by other ants harmes(ants ſap) 
And pau :augtding pour harms : by harms ot mine, 
The whie : ot my fozmer tale, ye then well wap, 
Fo: of the what, that is the whie: in line. 
Pour heareing and folowing ;of which diſpline 
(with heareing and folawtng : my next wozdes here ſet,) 
Defence firs my like harms, J hope ye Hall get, 


My which harms : though they How ontwardlie to groiv: 

By warres froward chaunte: without faut of mine awne. 

Pet the high god knowth,and my conſclence doth me ſhow: 

That theſe mp harms, of theſe my two fauts ars growne, 
de, and conefonſneſſe :by co:rupt blaſt blowne. 

Jnto my hart inculked : by fancie fonde, 

us hich to warne you of, Ile make you vnderffonde, 


Though the ſpider ſent foz me : ere Jhence went, 
pet wven J was ſent foze, pzoude was J fo go: 
voheare: J thought to grow: in fate mo2eexelent, 
Then anie ant befaze had growne.and ſo; 
Bearking with ſpiders: in top of the windo, 

A thought there: with the ſpiders equall to be, 

and here, in anthils,ants a god ſhould take me. 


And fo: the mayntenante: of that pꝛoude effate, 
Icouetouſite caſf, what way to linde meane. 
Being aboue all ants, in plate ſifuate, 

Oy pꝛeter ment (at the ſpiders hand, (to gleane. 
Ocktce, fee, all that I could, to gather vp tleane. 

Fow turtle, great riches, mirtb,eaſe,lone,and laude. 


A tought all ſhould be octred, me to a pla wde. * 


A * F 


AND THE FL 11. . 


But in fine; this was the frute of this dane hope: 
Love, oz lande, on no ſide : on all, hate and blame. 
Foz goldin cheine at my necke, an hempen rope, 
Foz reuerence and pꝛapſe, diſdayne and defame. 

Tooking to win much, leaſe all. As in the ſame; 
Showd mp reward: at end ot all, at hands all. 
Namlie at ſpiders hands, who did ms thither tall. 


As he: in graunting peace to the flies, ſhowde plaine. 
vohich peate he ſaide,( I 
To ſaue my lite, and to recompence of my payne. 
And foz no cauſe els. But let vs here make, 

as it in derde: had bene done all my ſake. 
pet: tbe hed and tale of this tale: Joyned nie, 
Shall ſhow ;that I right nought did win therby. 


what yt: to laue wp life, that peate be then gaue: 


My life was out of parell: till I tame theare, 


15:0nght by bim tt him, to the bine af my graue, 


Had J kept me here, neither pareil nos ſeare::- 
Dad my hart wounded, as it di 
This gift is like as if a theeſe ( by lalſe traine,) - 

Robd me of mp good; and gaue it me againe. 


Jlofk my time theare,aypJloſt my toit here. 
In ſomer (ye know) we auis wobe huſili:e:: 
gon winter to pz0n(dy> aur ſoode everie pere. 
But: lack of this ſomers daes diligentſie, 


3 2 


May make wels imo bayern in winter (happlte,)-- 10 24 
and daiut ms per haps) ere winter all done ben 


To beg al ant, thatmight els have hengde ol ne: _ 
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THE SPIDER 


In all my which puniſhment : af all whoſe hands, 
I take them: but as the great gods inſtruments, 
His (judgement are ſecret: he vſeth is wands, 
Sum times: n apparenceof outward intents, 
To one purpoſe , when his high wilvome allents, 
Zo ble them foe an other. and ſure, 

I thinke he now put ſo, my trouble in de. 


Fo: my two ſaſde fantes. willing pon to beware, 
Ol all ambitius: and couetus deſire. 

In a voiding (dos mylike offence} my bike care. 

us hich if pe do, fleeing defireto aſpire, 
Then can pe this leflon; as I woldrequire, 

And not doing it: this warning geeuene, 
Pe will thertq (by m lie plage) to be dʒer ueut. 


And did we conſider, but this p;eſent life. 
Pet muſt we liue in an er here (perde:) | 
* what ont of er 
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Ants at the low part: the feete, acounted theare, 


And as a ſpſdee : ouer matehith/a f, 
So is a die, as ter to big cat um unt. | 
n9htch ſemeth dee | 
As our degrees (are in wiftant; (0! 
Sothe vegres oor Frenth, ure viſrepant, 

al he xs kepequieti hes plat, | 
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AND TAI FLIKE 


But if they (los change of place) begin to ffriue, 
As ſpiders and ſttes (two parts of the) did now, 
Thep mate haſtelie ſtriue, and floulie thzine. 
And to the ſpider : in our alegeant bow: 

In alllefull things, all weants alwaie bow. 
without greefe 02 gruge. but it war againe riſe, 17 
us hat ſhould ants medle ; betwene ſpiders and flieſs 11 


Be warnd here againe (by my harme ) ol medling. 
Medle we in things, ol our votation. 10 
One flies finger thzuſth ten ants,downe hedling. . 
Ants are not made: to walke in warres ſtation: 9 14 

Noz to medle in ſeuere tonſultacion. 
Medle we in our molehils:at the windows feete: 
And let ſpiders and flies do:as they thinke meete. 


They ſhall foz me, (quoth he) and foz vs cride thaie. 1 
And to their buſines, buſilte they went. wt 
v9herwtth cum foure flies fleeing, faſt as they maie. 4 
And at low part of the window: by aſſent, * 
They lighted. and the ſpider then him ſelfe bent, 44 
From his houſe to his cheire: and J fozwith, 1 
Set in my plate: ol their woozds, to note the pith. | 


THE SPIDER 


Court ſlies (in the name of al Ales\at the roptveb,thanking 
the ſpider foz pardon and peace,declaring the condicions and 
the perfoꝛmante on their part)ſew to the ſpider on his part, to 
P o2me his A laping out x wie * them of they 
[mitts with halte the holes in the ne begramn 
teth bidding them a litle time ſtaie, in which while. ſendth 
the pongeſt fpider of his twaine to the ant, pꝛapin — g him to 
tum to him 1 — deuide and deliuer the holes to og 
as the ſpider ill apoinct them. Cap 80. 
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Ne tlie of thoſe foure (made the mouth fo; all, 
At turtſie to the ſpider had) theſe woozds had, 
Framed in maner (to the matter) fozmall. 
Right honozable ſir : moſt dere and moſt dzad. 

All flies,(thei of pour pꝛoſperus eſtate moſt glad,) | 
Dae commannded vs: to commend them: to you, It 
Ban tu and dewlie as deutis bidth them bem. 1 


So thanking pour gifts to them, perdon and peace. Will 
Upon theſe tondicions: as thep vnderſtand, | [ 
voarres : and conſpiracies, on their part to ſeace. | "1s 
Than tto be ſet free, aut of their taptiue band. JK 
pd apa —— to haue end at pour hand, 0 
as ſfandth with reaſon, law, tuſtom and conſcience. 

Valle holes in windowes theirs; all times ne 


which comnants they reteyue, and put in bze. 
In what they ſhould do, and in what they ſhall haue, 
They thervpon ſend vs, to know pour pleaſure. | 44 
vohat time: and what waie: pe will take to vouchſaue, $4 | 
To pointt and poſſeſſe them, in that pe them gaue. | 1 
Binding them : (bp indifferent deulded rate,) 47 
To with contenuance, of your pꝛeſent fate, 


At their turtſie made, to this: the ſplder ſalde: 11 
This ſute I graunt: tarie mp returne againe. 44 
In he went: and herin to haue the ants aide, 4 
To thant, he ſent the leaff ſpider ot his twayne. 
Wꝛaying thant to tum to bim: aud take the papne, 1 
To be his deputle: tenfefte theflies in line, | 1 
With halte the holes wheare as the ſpider wold a ſine. 14 
Ii li Thant 
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THE SPIDER 


Thant ſpying his toſin camming, lkfe it not. 

Sum thankleſle office was toward aga ine ( thought he: 
Thoꝛow the window, J ſaw he guicklie gat: 

One leg. and his waſte, in ſwadeband rold to be. 

And crutches by his ſide, a two oz a thzee, 

That ſpider cumming to thant: where as he laie, 
Theſe; oz theſe line wozds, that ſpider did firſt ſaſe, 
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Olin ant, reſt pou mery. Loſin (quoth chant) 
pe be welcum. what good tidings do pe bzing. 
My kather pꝛapeth you (quoth he) at this inſkant, 
To tum to him: and foz the holes delfuering, 
uo hich he in windows graunted: at warres ending, 
To be therein, his deputie of truſf: 
To ſe flies polleſt, of their nombze (uf, 


Good coſin (quoth the ant) it will not be. 

In a dark houſe (right now) where candle was light, 
The light dafling mine tes: it ſo blinded me, 

That agaynft the ſnut᷑ ot a tandle: burning bzight, 

I fiew . fozce of which fyꝛe and ſnut: in which flight, 
Miſchaunce (that all miſaduentours alwate bzings,) 
Bake one of mpleggs, and burnd one of mp wings. 


So that Jnow: can neither treepe nz ſli. 

The which: foꝛ mine owne harme greeueth me right ſ0;& 
And as ſoze fo2 his ſake: that now cannot J 

In this caſe,ſerue him as J haue done befoze. 

Thus commend me coſin: Itan ſaſeno moze, 

That ſpider tooke his leaue : and to his father freight, 
Told what anſwere he had, at thant in reſeight. 


. v9ho ſeeing the ant did not cum, foꝛth he went: 

Voith a long rod in his hand: taking his cheyꝛe. 

vd hich when J ſaw, to ſe furder what he ment, 

To my thepꝛe in my plate: J did then repeyze. 

The foure flies befoze him, ſfoode in oꝛder feyze. 

vohearwith ein few woo2ds) a bꝛiefe tale there fold he, 

Which done he polleſf them, in plat here to ſe, xh 
c 
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n SPIDER 


Reends ales: freends J ſaie: it ye freendlie bſe me, 


Pou foure.and all ſlies: pour frend ſhall finde me. 
And to make you vnable to accuſe me, 

In lache to perfoꝛme: as pꝛomiſe doth binde me, 
Upon pour pꝛeſent ſute, J haue enclinde me: 

To aſſme and poſſeſſe vou: here and els wheare, 

Ok halle the holes in windows: wheare J pour beare, 


Erampled: : by theſe holes:iuſt halle, as they ffand, 
Them: and none but them: to haue and to hold. 
wherwith : he pointed benethe with his wand, 

To all the ſmall holes. ſaping what flie that wold: 
Touch ante hole theare: but thoſe to them then told, 
De ſhould die therfoze : which plat thus diſpoſed, 
One lie (to the ſpider) theſe wozds diſcloſed, 


Sir (mate it like yon) the meaning of all flies, | 
Was to haue: with halte the holes, halle the plat here. 
And I lie (quoth the ſpider) ment other wile. 
Without furder pleding: take as doth appere. 
And think pour ſelues well handled : foz this is clere. 
I might (vt I wald,) my graunt againe withdzaw, 
And that withdzawing, Juſtitie well by law, 


At time of this graunt, J was (as who ſap.) 
Strelled bp you: you pꝛiſoner (as it weare) 
And all bonds ſq foꝛted, ot no fozce are they: 
Ve anſwerd : and warnd, rebellion to foz beare. 
As euerie ſlie: had had a ſlea: in his care, 

At cyrtſie low made, from the ſpider they llank. 

Thep meruelus blank, and the ſpider as crank, 
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AND THE FLIYWG - 


vobat hane we woonnow,(quoth one) as they tooks wing, 
poiſe mies (ate : as good ſit Gal: as rife and (all, 

Wut what a fall bane we now : by our riſing? _ 
3efaze, we had lum part; now ine haus lol all. 

In effect, yea ( quoth one)this bath bene and ſhall. 
wwheare fiies (with lptders) in this kinde of tits ſtrtue, 
woe win nought but wzechidnelle, the craft will not th2zines 
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AND THE FLIK, 


Hey being thus gone: the ſpider ſitting #M, 
The ſlie taſt befozehim: as he erſf had bene, 
Todzaw ts end, in hand with the ſlie he fyll. 
Flle (quoth he) now baft thou in this matter tene, 
Al kinds of triall,that can be ſene I wine. 1 
Neſon, law, and tuſtom, full reſoned and calf; 1:8 
Arbiterment,and rebellion at lat. . ne 


v9hich rebellion (I think) thou divff deniſe, 

voben thou didit rowne the butterflie in the care. 

| Naie (quoth the fie) the trewth is clere otherwiſe. 
I pzaide him to pꝛaie flies: all war to fozbeare, 

us hich be will ſaie. flte(quoth he) ſaie he o; ſweare: 
I truſt none of pon. This trithe trewth like in p;eefe, 
As to are my felow,whether J be a theefe. 


But weare it ſo: 02 not: A foꝛgiue it thee. 
Inallthisbybble babble: had here this date: {1 
What haff thou woon therby ; that let vs ſe. | By #7 
All caſes paſt here : indifferentlie to waie: | AY 
v9ate moze on my ſide: then on thine, J dare ſaie. Ig. 
I ſate and think nate (quoth be )und ſo think wold you: WW 
no care pe a ſlie, mcaſe as Jam here now, 3 


And weare thou a ſpider: as J am here platte, 
Ithink thou wouldſt think as J think : and to grow: 
Sum wate to end, one triall mo to taſte, 
Leit vs change plates a while: foz to know, 
no pat change of oppinion, that change mate ſhow. 
I:maginning my ſelfe, to be a Ace, 
Wanne 
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THE SPIDER 


"Thou the fplder : and Ithe fie : to he namds. 
Thou reſoning to the ſptder,all that thou male, 
And J oz the flie : in like caſe will be framds. 
Thts take J (quoth the flie a verſe good wait. 
Plate and caſe (in apparence)fozthwith chaunge thap, 
The lle: ſolemlie let in the ſpiders chepze, 

T he ſpider : to the lies baſe place did repeyʒe. 
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THE SPIDER 


Belus ehm once ſet tn the ſpiders place, 
Aduauntt him ſelſe, ſetting hands vnder his ſide, 
The lpider croucht in tountenante milde and baſe: 
Fooking pale and wan, as though he ſhould haue dide. 
no hich change (vpon this ſoden) when J eſpide, 
It pzinnted in me: a wonderfull wander, 


To ſe partiſe (from thelr parts) lo a ſunder. 


New matter they laide ſmall, But that moſt touched: 
That had bene erſt alegde. Both parts growing: 
Zitie and litle, fougbtlie to be touched, 

Ech to others: againſt his owne part now chewing · 
Namillie the tie: to the part crowing. 

v9ith ſpiderlike: ſpigbtfull s: as hote and hie, 
As he had bene the ſpider, and the file. 


He was from the lies part: ſo taried a wate, 

By being ſodenlie: there thus eltuate, 

That:all cleyme lepde by the ſpider there: that date, 
The lie ruld, foz right ot᷑ moſt lawfull right rate. 
So ferfozth he fozgat : where and how he ſate: 
Chat vpon the cheyꝛeboll: hard beating bis fiff, 
Spiders owe all windows, heſware by gods but. 


The ſpider graunted it trew.Ferting out ttreyte: 
To the flie. ſaping ſp; ye baue ſaide right well. 
v9eneedeno longer (fo; iudge oz iudgement) weyke. 
Our cheefe point in ſudgement,your ſelfedoth here tell. 
Oh ſir (quoth the lie, and flat to ground he fell. 
A beſeche pou here h pzide here now had) 
ens d, and bedlem mad. 5 
8 ; * 
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THE SPIDER 


Te ener teontgto —-—-— : Caſe on, 
(ſaide the flie) by vepnglozious pzide, 
It ſtealing: ſlie and ſodenlie: me vpon, | 
I was ſopuft bp here: lo blinditemy leite to ge, 
That Jneither ſaw pours,no; pet mine owne lis. 
I: once but ſet, in plate ot᷑ pour auctozite: 

Tooke my telle crit, in tate of your pzolperits, 


vobich place and coe: hoto thep mal right tudgement blinds, 
That ſe I now, and neuer till nom could ſe, 

bWhearin: J being but a ſhadow aſſinde: 

Fo: this time to ſit. petmarke (J beſeche ye.) 

How from a flies ſtate, to a ſpiders degre: 

I (at moment) avaunſt my ſeife to pzofeede. 

Not with files, but with wers ail I decreede. 


My wbich blindnetle (in um reſpect) dothfireche; 
To thoſe : in places paſte, as debiteeſe. 

They keping countenance: of mp like high reche: 
Fooking ech as high,when he his ſuter ſeeſe, 
As his head maſter, of fer higher degreefe. * © 
vohich fiock( as Jam now) where ener {t flocks i 
au made (in reaſon,) reaſons mocking ſocks, 


Se moze: hot beatflieblindnefte,dſd my bent bender 
Fife, and liberte of me, and of all flies. | 

Bere lying and bleding, except J it defende, 

All thatnot withſtanding :pzide blearde both mine tyes, 
Agaynſt them and my ſelte, ſentente to deuiſe. 

J was a ſpider J. I tooke flies as fleale, * 
P2ide goth befoze, ſhame cumth alter: me to ſeaſe, 
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q 
But pꝛide had here, a ſotell file a lurer. 1 
uo bich⸗ the countenance of pꝛoſperite was. 1 


Uepneltking of which fate: was my pzocurer, "the 
To pꝛide and blindnefle ther by, that here did pas. 4 
v9hich pꝛide to pꝛeſent, pꝛoſperite is a glas. 1 
as doth (on the other parte ( aduerſite, 4 
Fy:lf pꝛoture: and then pzeſent,humilite, Pills 


Pꝛoſperite (we ſe) made me faꝛget clere: 

My ſelfe, my matter. al flies, and alſo yon. x 
v9hich in aduerſite, Jheeld in minde here. 1 
To pou, as deutte required: I could there bow: WH 
Reaſoas fo2 me: and all flies: I could a vow: 

Our parfight ſight : from blindneſſe: ſtanoth not (J ſe) 
Jn pzoſperite, but in aduerſite. 


vo hich ſowth in this one change: of our two plates. oh 
My place of aduecſite ; gaue you ſach ſight, Al 
That: in our reaſoning of both our caſes, 

Pour ſaping ſhowde pou, to ſe the verie right, 
zur place of pzoſperite, blinded me quight . 44 
As Jperceiue) it doth blinde all (in luke caſe. ih: 
Saue ſuch as therin, haue efpeciall grace, | 3k 


In lack wherof: I (thus graceleſſe a minion. 
T bus loudlie and lewdlie to lie,)humblie pꝛale: 
either my judgement, no2 pet mine opinion. | 
Ante woozd to be iudgde, that I here did ſale, 1 
But (as all lies ſhould) let theſe vamſh awaie. 1 
Thou art ( quoth the ſpider) a monffer now wore, | 
In mpne ipe a file, and in mine eare a fore, | 14 
| £l Fike 14 
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THE SPIDER 


Like a fore: wililie thon doffe here deaiſe 

Foz helping of thy part: and hurting of mine. 

To take mp liſe trew tales, and thy trew tales lice. 
And furder laundzing me: and mp ſtate; min 

Thou haſte here ſet fozth, this deuilſh difipline. 

Mꝛide hiveth knowledge (ſaiſt thou) by pꝛoſperite, 

Humilite $9wty knowledge, by aduerſite. 


us though captife ca(tifs : ſaw all in miſerte; 

And pꝛolperus pꝛintes, ſaw nought. But I ſe: 
Thou art in a wꝛong boxe: foꝛ caſe pz nn, 
Theflie{ſecing rightnought woon herby wold be, 
But daunger of diſpleaſure, thervpon 

Paſt oner this argument:and vpon that, 

Bald this to the ſpider,at his foote lalde flat, 


Sir: Jbefech yon: my blindneſſe ſhowde laſt, 
Fo: giue: and none aduauntage on me | 
In anie wooꝛd of mine, againſt me theare paff, 
Flie (quoth he) J fozgtue thee : fo; ſake. 
To chaunge places againe, a ſander they bzake, 
noherewith the ſpider; in fozme fo:mall and tolde, 
Theſe wooꝛdes folowing,to the file foꝛthwith tolde. 


SSS  oitocos \ 


AND THE FLIK 


C The ſpider vpon a glaunte geuen at his deſert of thanke to 
be had at the fites hand, alegeth cuſtom to be hys warrant 
to oi troy the flie. Which the flie can not denie. Whervpon 
he deſireth that the caſe mate be reaſoned in conſcience. Which 
the ſpider now graunteth, Lap 
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THE SPIDER 


Fte : if thou tanſt vſe the reaſon that thon haffe, 
Z pou canſt (and wilt) thanke me in manie reſpects, 
Neuer was there ſlie: in copweb thus plate, 
That bad the like fanour:-: in the like efects: 
That thou haft had: but neſcſite directs, | 
This to be trew : in the date moſt long here paſt, 
Pet they (eacrmoze) ring to euenſong at laft. 


As who late: things molt long after beginning: 

Pet muſt they (at laſt) nedl'e cum to an ende, 

Which (after long time} wzought to haue in winning, 
We now ſhall win. which ende ſhall bzieſtie depende, 
Upon one b:iefe reaſon that J ſhall erfende. 

Which reaſon to confute thee, ſhalbe ſo plaine, 

T bat ſtreyght to peeld thee, reaſon ſhall the tonſtraine. 


Which lurkth (and J all this time haue let it lurk:) 

In cuſtom ; one painciple of the four, 

On which pillers, J pꝛomiſde ſhould and all this wurk 
wohith in vinſtble reaſon ; I (fo this hour) 

Baue kept: to here (as J haue herd) bꝛan and flour; 

Of all that thou touldſt ( ti is date) fo; tip part late. 

vobich (foz full tontluſion, here me to thee ſaie. 


4 ufo: one cheefe poll pꝛintipall ( as ert ſaide) 

Declarth: and hath zeclarde this ſir thouſand pere, 

Au flies (02 ante fte) ta copwets (02 copweb) ſtade: 

How euer they cum theare, if thep theare appere; 

Mo reaſon : in reaſon and law: aledge here: 

Could diſcharge the thence, but freight there tũth a maine, 

A ſpider: who ſlea th him and ſuckth out his bzatre, % 
ert 


AND THE FLIE 


Here leeſt thon thy life lol: fo begin wich all: 
Ey cuſkome ; and foz windows claimd in entreffe; 
Foz flies generall, agreement generall. 

(Sith thepz reſceiuing it) an end hath erpzeffe. 
Thend had J meane,vpon rebellion ſefte. 
But foz thy life (by cuſtom) tanſt thou ought ſate: 


voby thou ſhould by tuſtome line? ſp2(ſaide he) nate. 


well ( quoth the ſpider) thou ſeeff reaſon and law: 

So peeld to cuſfom here, that in ante triall: 

Thoſe tweyne to conquere tuſtom here : we neuer ſaw, 
J baue to this (quoth the flie) no dentall, 

v9hat thing (quoth the ſpider) haſt thou in ſepciall: 

To help thee : by ſide law, cuſtom, and reaſon: 
Lonſcience (quoth the fite) I hope cumth in ſeaſon, 


Trew (quoth the ſpider) now at end it hath place. 
what haſte thou (in conſcience) foz thy life to lay: 
Againft attuſtomed cuſfom in this caſe. 

Jnough (quoth he) if conſcience beare ant ſwap, 
Pes (quoth the ſpider) be bold of that ye map: 


T hat fourth : hall haue full place, as firme as thoſe thzee, 


I thanke pou (quoth the fie) this thowth charite. 
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THE SPIDER. 


| op both laie ſundzic charpe reaſe is inconſciente fo: 
5 like ＋ death. But the ſpider in concluſion dann 
tele ſoure — — , cuſtom, and conſcience, 
which he at beginning graunted to trie all by)ſo to combing 


that he makcth therby an aparence,toſhow the flie conuinſt x 
9 en geueth iudgement of the flies death ta 
bl the lie peldech. Pꝛaying to ſpeak with twelue flies be⸗ 
foꝛe he die. And it is graunted. Cap. 87 
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AND THE FLIEK 


In this place (till now plate of mine 
Fot to be in pꝛiſon, but in ſeyntuaxie. 
voheare as charged parties be inoſent, 
Of all ſuch charged crimes: as to them are bent, 
Theare doth conſcience in cuerie plate defende, 


Thoſe charged parties :diſcharging them at ende. 


It᷑ (quoth the ſpider)theare were no difference; 
Betwene a flie inoſent: and arogant, 
Then muſt J diſcharge thee (eutn of conſcience.) 
ut if innoſenſie on pour part here want, 

Then is this clauſe (fo2 pour diſcharge)no warant: 
But go to: make pzofe appꝛobatlie appere: 
How ye pꝛoue pour ſeite, an inoſent now here. 


Sir: p:of:that J inoſentlie hither cam, 
Appeer th in my knowne ciiming,again my will. 
And ſins J tame, that J an inoſent am, 

IJ hope pour conſtiente:and J know pour ſk(ll, 
Will iudge: mp fact here not ill:oz not ſo ill: 
voherby pe (with tonſciente) can rightfullie; 
Either kill me, oꝛ kepe ine here thus to lie. 


what haue J done: fn tonſciente ſtrapte oꝛ large; 
To make reaſon, law, oʒ tuſtom, bight oz bark. 
I lete and leide (quoth the ſpider)to thy charge, 
Bꝛech ol my houſe : not made with a fhouſand mark, 
No (quoth he) but one quarter of one hours wark, 
Without one pente coſt ; oꝛ one pins woztb paine, 
Beaenilithe your houſe, mn pe une Rate againe, 


* conſcience I clayme here now (quoth the fl(e) 
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CHE SPIDER 
0 Wbich your ſelfe male do: and mult naturallie. 


That wooꝛke, is your talent: gtuen foz exerciſe, 

In lack wherof, (by idileneſſe) pe freight die. 

But put cale cuſkam, my kact a wꝛong here triſe: 

pet how can conſcience ; death oꝛ payne deniſe, 

To me, foz that Ito pon: occaſion giue, 

To woozke the woozk: lacking which, ye can not lfne. 
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Tbougb (quoth the ſpider) by nature woozk we muff, 
Vet iſt neither conſcience, no; our aualle: 

To woszk in copwebs : haue we luſt oꝛ no luff, 

At wagging (in copwebs) of euerie flies tafle, 

So doth it (quoth the fie) conſcience likewiſe quaſle, 
14 To hang a ftte: by the neck oꝛ by the neb, 

1 | Foz wagging his tayle, in a ſpiders copweb. 


This caſe is (in conſcience)berp much like, 
| As a fpth b:eaking a fiſhers ſet net: 

1 It let to take the fiſſhe. and the fiſher did pſke, 

4 A quarell to him: and wold conſcience ſet, 

| Co kill the pooze fiſſhe. This were fer and foule let, 
| 
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And no fouler fet; then conſcience ſet to be: 
To kill me. foz bꝛech of this net; ſet foz me, 


1 Gut did J (malitiouſlie, do you much wzong: 

" And ſum harme:as harme (02 wzong) here pe haue none. 

1 pet ſhall your reuengment, ſhow malice-moze ſtrong; 

1 It pe both detepne: and kill me thervpone: 

I | Lum that wꝛong here in de: conſcience is gone: 

as tex from pou ; as from him: that had now ſwozns 

The death ot an inoſent, but laſt might bone. 5 . 
on 


: 
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AND THE 7711. 


Pou not offended (as pe will not J hope) 

This laſt pʒintiple of theſe foure :conſrience: 

(It geuing me (a bone thother ther) full ſcope) 

Of aduantage: as cuſtom giueth aſliſtente. 

To pour part, in pzeſent charge of mine offence: 

I mult make my ſhoote anker: to make my wate, 

As you make(and J graunt) cuſtom pours(no naſe.) 


Spare not (quoth the ſtder) tdat anker ſhoote onght: 
The beſt thou tanſt ther with to take ankerhold. 

I thanke por (quoth he) and wold crane(if q mought,) 
Pour anſwere conſcience: full to vafold, 
To one queſtion of me: in few woozves told. T: 
Thy queſtion (quoth the ſpider) p; opone thou, 
And mine anſwere to it, thau ſhalt haue eutnnow. 


This is then fir: I put caſequoth the nie: 

My pong maiſter ſpider pour ſon: went a ſłraie: 
voandꝛing bere and theare (at aduenture meane J.) 
voherwith : flilie: one laide a thing in the watle: 
uoherat the babe fell, and it thus bought to dap, 
Thother: fez falling theare, kild1it out of hand. 


Thinke pe: conſctence wold warrant this deede to and? 


Nate (quoth he) confrience1s the doer of right, 
Mittigating terte fozce ofertremitees, 
That geueth oz takethright :by rigozus might. 


Conſciente ( quoththe flte.) mp iudgement ſo decrees, 


And my caſe ; with this caſe : in all points a grees. 
No difference betwene them: tobe loft 82 woon, 
Sauing; that I am not your mafterſhips ſoon, 
rr 0 Mm 


Foz 


THE SPIDER a 


Fo1 in like caſe put: J wanderfd aboute here: 
Inolentlie, as that inoſent there did. 

And by theſe topwebs: caff in my wate thus nere, 

In this babe exampling, J am examplio. 
Jnoſeatlie as he was, J am maſk(d. | 
Thin if I weare pour thilde: what pe tould araber 
Lonſcience, oz no conſtiente this to ſtan. 


In faith tie (quoth the ſpider) to tell the trouth, 

Mo conſcience( oz hard conſcience) I take this. 
Nap no conſcience ( quoth the ſlie) trouth (olyowth,” 

Ss that conciens,on my ſide tlerue i: 

As cuſtom is of pours: and pe know J wis: 

That cuſtom a lone: doth oft, and mate tuer:: 

Tile Hows of abuſe; and conſtience neuer. 


well talde ſe(ſaſdehe) had J no moꝛe to ſale: 
To this that᷑ thou now ſeiſt:then J haue pet ſaſde, 
Zhen hadſt thou here woon the victozie this date. + \ 
But reaſon.,Jaw, cuſtom, and conſcience,erff leide: 
Dow J graunted thee hering ; in thoſe four weide, 

Thou ſhalt here in few woozds, and we there "_ 
Shall the moze clerli,conclude this caſe nene. 


The wooꝛds of my graunt tadludge thee : thus they dzalo. 
As ſfandth with reaſon, law, tuſtom, and tonſciente. 

Not with reaſon, tuſtom, tonſciente, oꝛ law: 
Tyis, and, and thts or, fie: makemuch differente. 
That and, implith all toure plaſte: in alſiſtente. 

That or, impaꝛth one: os ante one of all. 

And here is the gap ieee, 


AND THY FL1Y, 


And a pointe fo; flies learning: at ſpiders hand. 

X hough ye; flies learning aboue ſpiders compare: 
But here learne ok me flie: this toniunttiue and, 
Lontopnth: theſe four ſaive terms:lopntlie to pꝛepare, 
Triall in this tale: as they all mate declare; 

The tone with the tother : all in pꝛoperte, 

Knit belt in knot, of toniopned vnite. 


well (quoth the ſlie) then tontiente halbe one, 

Pe (quoth the ſpider) and cuſtom another. 

Sp; then will thoſe two, fall at a fraſe anone, 

Pf they do: reaſon ſhall ſtikill them bother: 

To make them a gree. v9here eth impoungth other: © 
But bing conſcience: thy champion armd tompleete: 


How conſcience chalength tuſtom: let vs weete. | | ll 
Sir: I cuming (as J cam) vnwil inglie, ! | | 


And none offenſifeharme: in me doth appere, 
Lonſcience chargeth cuſtom, with tirranie. 

In kiiking (02 keping) me: noſent here. 

Which cale,reaſon recozdith foz caſe clere. 

This charge (quoth the ſpider) to diſcharge plaine, 
Here what cuſtom ſaith, to tontiente againe. 


Cuſtom ſaith:all windows are ſpiders of right. 
Then conſcience muſt ſaie: that ties haue done w2ong, | 
Thꝛougb windows (without leaue) to take they: flight, | 
To make conſcience graunt this, reaſon is ſfrong. 
Till ſpiders (quoth he) time pꝛeſent, and paſt long. ö 


Do pꝛoue windows theirs: as they neuer did peet, 1 
Lonſcience and reaſon, denith this eneri wheet, \| 


Mm i But 


"THE SPIDER 


Buk admit we: that all windows were pour owne: 

Flies (without pour leaue) paſſing offenſifle. 

Though tuſtom a lege: foz thoftence : death here growne, 
pet conſcience (in this caſe)ſethe death tirrannie, 

Keaſon graunting it, to how tiranniouſlie, 

It weare to much here: to fine by the purs. 

Lut to fine by the polle, what feend could polle wars? 


Thou think (quoth the ſpider) conſcience thinkth it fraſige; 
That flies : by cuſfom, ſhould die fo; this offence. 

But conſcience; with reaſon raunging in raunge, 

In cauſe of cuſtoms vſage: as conſcience: 

Maie haue with reaſon herein:full conference, 
Neaſonablie reaſoning: this pzeſent caſe, 

Conſciente (by reaſon) ſhall giue cuſtom plaſe. 


J ſap (as Jerff ſaide) when a file 02 flies: 

In this: oꝛ anie window: in copwebs light, 

Ante ſpider: that within that window lies, 

Shall kill him, and ſuck out his(o2 therr)bzaine quight, 
 UShich :begoon by nature, cuſtom folowth right, 
Nature conſeiuing : but fo2 this her ſharp law, 

Flies wold haue mard all; foz lack of ozderlie aw, 


And as nafure in ſpiders : wzonght this defence, 
So reaſon in man: was dziuen to woozk the lame, 
Laims generation making reſiſtence: 

Agamſt all men: that quiet ozder wold frame, 

( 4s you againſt vs dg, then thoſe men to tame: 
And delende the quiet: in their quiet cauſe, 


But 


geaſon to thbnquiet, gaug dur like ſharp lauſe, 


AND THY FLINT, 


But reaſon to them wzought not this: fo fhenfent; 
To catch them: and kill them: tiranjoufty, 
But to ſaue them: by terroz in their tes bent: 
To pꝛouoke them to flee thottation: wi erbp: 

They might flee they ill, felt therby fozmerlp. |! 
which : as reaſon in man did and doth)conſither, 48 
So did nature in vs, both concur togither. I 


Nature in vs, reaſon (J ſafe)ſo a lowde, 
That this law ofnaturein vs, laide on flies, li 
Reaſon: to man: foz oꝛder in man, hath vowde, 11 

Foz bꝛeaking a wall bi night: man as ſone diſe, | I. 
as flies ſoꝛ copwebs bzech by dale, which exerſiſe: 1 
Conſtiente (by reaſon) not kicking at :foz man 1 4 
Conſcience ( by reaſon) kickth not at. fo; flies than 


Reaſon in man: woozkth man to woozke (quoth the fiſe) 
Sharpe lawes ; moꝛe to ſaue the good: then to flea thill, 
Nature in ſpiders, woozkth ſharpe lawes : truellie: 

Not to ſaue the good, but good and ili to kill, 

Onlie killing all: on all, tofeede their fill, | 
Thou lieſt (quoth he) we woozke copwebs euerie wheare, 
To ſaue ſties by feare,copwebs to foz beare, 


Thus: reaſon hath tontiente and cuſfom agrede. 
Wherto : law not repungnant, all the wozld knowes, : 
dWhervbpon (without moze parting) to pꝛoſede, || 
Loncozdance of theſe pꝛintiples: here ſoſhowes, \| 
That here, here thine end ite: foz here thine ende growes, | 
Gy cuſfom (it eidid with theſe other ſaid thzee,) 4 
Thy pzeſent death, J pꝛeſentlie here detres. 1 

Mui tit The 1 


urs 


The flie farde as thongh he wold haue ſpoken moe. 
But: his hart wunderlie faynted , and fayled, 

Dis iudgment of death: aſtonide him ſo ſoze, 

(In that he ſaw his ſpeech: right nought pꝛeuapled: 
To be (from death) deltuered o2 bayled,) 

That downe he ſank vpan his knees and hands. 
Kequeſting the ſpider, in taſe as next cands. 


Good maifer ſpider: ſins the cafe ſfands thus, 
That die J muff, folliewere it to me here: 

To pleade this caſs furdet:it paſt by diſcus: 

All pleading : 0z reaſoning, J geue oner clere, 
Submitting and committing : my like moſt dere, 
Juto pour hands. beſeching pou ere J di, 

To graunt me: one petiſſion: mo traue not J: 


That is that J (befoze pou) my minde male ſaie, 
To twelue flies , which ſpecch J pꝛomtſe kaithtullie: 
Epther with pou, oz not againiſt pou ſhall waile. 

IJ graunt (quoth the ſpider) and by and bie, 

I know not whether by thaunte, oz purpollie. 

A doſen flies: aboute the copwebs ſive plaſte weare, 
To whom: this folowing, the file ſaid then and theare, 


22 * . IJ Ta — 8 * N 1 
rr > es * = 2 — 
9 * 
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| fo geueth his ads 
nice foꝛ a voiding tyelr parels by their ſtrife had in window es 
agaiult ſpiders, the great gronnde of which tale n 
vpon conſideration of ꝛee things. wherfoze they Uriue, 
with whom they ſtriue, and hy theofirius Lap. 88. 
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C The flie (to twelue graue flies ſa all flies) 
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CHE SPIDIR © 


| ; Olins and contriefties: ech one of you all, 
; Another mp ſelfe : as ech of all flies axe. 

8 J baueſat ſute)obteind, you hither to call, 

10 Minding: my confctence to pou to declare, 

| In ſuch a time: and ſuch a thing, to pꝛepare, 

As the time, maſt meete to make pou credit me, 


And the thing, mot meete to pon: tolo to be. 


gurt: as touchtnge time, no time tn my time pat. 
uPhen I was moze pꝛaſperous (and ſa moze fraile;) 
Then J this time am:pet all times firff and laſt: 
Pour truſt in my trewth, did not anie time faile, 
But what time ſhould credence : ſet vp ſo his laile: 
As this time: when l. time ſhall no moze time hold, 
But til time this my tals (to be tolo) bs told, | 


In all ſozts of ſeckts:: of ciuile dilſipline: 

Ot all times in life: of ante ſue J trow, 

In time ofhis knowne death: cumming Tretghtlike mine, 

Lredenceofhis wood (he fende no foole in ſhow) — =» 
To credit his matter: muſt that time moſt grow, | 
nohat vanite wears this: in onght to deniſe: 
Liteing now a dieing, to lie and deniſe liſe, 


Df all times: foz erevit (J fatenonelike this. 
And ſetondlie: touching ths thing, here to tell; - 
Hering therof,no dout moſt meete fa; yau is, 
which thing, is the lkrife of fuxtus fate fell; 


| ; :Betwene ſpiders and nes. whertn to exepells _ 
* And kill all occaſions in time to tum, . 
5 Ot my datt will (in my laſt woozds) here the ſum. 1 


AND THE FLIG 


vo bat walt is herein beit: fo; ſpiders to take: 
eines tell: much better then tun J. 


To controle the ſpiders part, hut harttly, 

great God: their harts to moliſyt 
— 
To Tr Tr 


But: in tight ol either part i tovetotanin ound 
vo hat thei fozthetr part: nh ans 
Shift that among you? fo; it 
Me ſemth, Jhere the maton 


ans, 


His good will ſte I hanke : ut fas vat to win, 


And wheare you (and all files) are as ure to bit, 

j 

Aduantage of pon : in my knowne death haue J, 
In hauing ſome fime at tems: 
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Into my perſon tas in mp taſe to bs. 
To woozk affection i to win efleet n y 


Lecce eee Hat hall ore, 


eee Waka wn” RIOT 
Nn Thzee 


— — ee — 
I takenotthe gift; wozththepuintors pin 330 +1 (0005s 


'L 


. 


— 


THE SPIDER 


The pꝛintiples whereon my tale to tuntriue: 

And to pꝛoſtede vpon, are theſe to pꝛepoſe. 

uoherloʒe we ring; with whom wee ſtrine : how we ffring, 
Wherfo:c we ſtring. ; pe know the cauſe theraf goſe, 

Fo2 hooles in wind olus. which: quarels to diſcloſe; 

Dur cumming to them: and going from them ſought, 
Shall ſhow-our winning ſmall; e; rather rightnought.. 


Flirt fo our cummina to chem: who can dillcriur ::: 
— —— (32451 


2 right :at their entre ln Nane 
And ſuch as de cum in (obere ſpidern do ſy ?) 
Moſt wiſe We; ta ſit there moſtfaff; 1-7 cue 1 4's 
Mate thinke his eee eee, 4 


Few flies (J thinke) hane ſtapt lunger here then 7, 


My which time being n 

Pet at laſt ( toꝛ all my ſhifts) lo where Alle. 

nohere no raunſum: redempticn,uanſe reare. 10%! ae 
But mp like, Janft@beare. | 

Cum with daunger, vide iith tener uepartwithveth; 
To hatte a toznep'ta take with ane beth. | 


In this ſalde 3 

Lommodite therin : gels doch thus un 

The moꝛe 7 

The lefſe flies haue of it mies daunger the lee. 

Then is nowhit delt: to who.doth ooght poſſeſſe; | 

Ech pentwozth of pleaſure i of ſuch poſſeſt mate, 

ne aan X 
1 Deggers 


2 KK. .HK dv.....cov 


AND THE TTA... 
Weggers flies: befoze Hen mais flug (ve ſais)... 
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That hourlle winth — — ofiife. 


Ati ning: eee, ant ot et 
mea Be ri are wheretoze ur ru. 
With rtue now;ſecondittd roon: 21/118 2317 ĩð 


do ich our biggers, to contend: wehers contetue;! 2:1 | | 
A mach: as much vrunsets len bn ta ten: 117 f 
As male b ie. nem 3% 


vaut; mas thing their palit, zum mene 
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one uber unt hom eee e 
To leaue ot f rie: — ether. 221 5 5 


Now: thirvile: hein os in iuhat mant we Hin? 
To 25 ume wod tze ta lle, 
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THE SPIDER. 


ve bich eaſe graunted: in Ertutng ageinlf them thus; 

Dur matter: tanding im Fate of molt right; | 

Pet is our manet mung: and ſeditius. ar 

No law alowth flies: to win their plight, _ 

An —— or fordrarys nes, 
ie files to fight: aga des, 

But rather luffer, An obdſerit leaves,” 


woereloꝛe we ffriue : yo ſotrifils bel are. 1 8 2 2 
with whom we ſlriue: wer pollſie palſefh on 0 ar, | 
How we ffrtue :doth ſeditton declare. - bt 
Thee parts without melodie, inthe partof our. 

Our parthath a farehere: no crab moze ſour. 
——— 
From ftrife with tpedert, in quareling caſes. 


To which: you dzawing pour-imaginarion: 


As ought eat ate en, 
Pour owne conſent muſt gtur confirmacton: 


And furder the ſhoote anker experiment: 
vohat ye loft atſptders hands Nate befoe ths, 
A full ratificaſion,of my tale i mat is. 


And if that ante flie: wil demnunde ol me: 
. en 
Myne anſwert is: not in * 
Beleeging (ſed of * 2 1h tg 
na er way ori oy — 

a 
$Seit hamblle gan hits un Botghting,” 
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AND THE 7117, 1 
y ought (in ante lato) that euer J wilt: ä 
Thus map lies ſew , foz right and not onlie male, 


But ſew ſo:flies muſt ; fozbiddin to reſitt᷑: 

Their higher powzs: by violence (anie wate) 
vohich wate not helping flies: their wale is topzaſe; 
Unto the great god. To woszke ſpiders conſent, 
To geue and take right ; in right rated extent, 


Gut furder (in this caſe) wheare anie flies go: 

Ol long time: ol late time:: and this time is ſerne: 
' Pea :ſene, hard and keit: in our pzeſent w:zought wo: 
That we are wzong doers, and ener haue hene. 
Our wooꝛks herin witneſſing ſs : that J wene: . 
Ho lie ſo fooliſh : but he doth vnderſtand. {1-08 
Our harme ; foz wzong woozking ; we haue at gods hand. ; | 1 

1 


This to be trew J thinke and haue thought 
v9hich(malter ſpider) mate ſuſpictonclere, - 


Jn pour ſuſſpecting me, foz late tumult wzonght. 1 
But on my deth A fake (which Jthall tane here) 14 
I neuer a vode (ns lotode) to dam nere: N. 
Ante nombre : by lawles vſarped powzs, i 
But as peaſablte cube, ic gon: peace am pours. * 
But fo; fine : friends in pour beholding my deth: | 
As thimage of your owne deths: pleinly to purpozt, i} 
Te ſeape the ſams: fo get ought b extozt, 

0 pour 
Onꝛ get oz kepe ougqht: in ante wzongfull ſozt, : 
That ſight : with thinking of my woozds in the pete, 
Mate; bzing your ſide ſurfefe. 

„ mn 
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TRE SPIDER 


Schold pour deths in me, by vnterteine life, 

Bchold your dzead in me: your liues a tount:to male. 
Behold whercfoze ye ſtriue: and that dethendth your Crife, 
Behold with whom and how pe ffriue: (as J ſpakt. 7 
Behold the looſing game, that winth lofle to tage. 
2cyoiding theſe winnings ; with the (cberpvees; |» 11) 6: 
Showthholcstn windows (to behold) vanttees. 


And: ſo all holes in windows: totakeandvſs2 1: 4117 2:440 
That noneoffenſifefirife; ies abuſe p2ocnres : = s, 
But peaſablte : as dewdabedierce:entiviſet/ 2 5-20 e: 
To put (hauing a2 craving ofrighQin e, 101 185 

This craue I oſ von: ſoꝶ lui ta rau mot pures. 
And thus (paying van ta pate ſaꝝ mne at ende.), 
Ta the abnjghi(e lazd;my fpzit Acommende... - Fit [ITE 


The flies (vnto theſe, wovzds) hs wedzy toad pes. 

But peelded teares: lke-dzops in apaill holus. 
Sauing iwoutcr(e; as they thente din hzrahe , 
They tride tarewell : (offitcs)the nour ol las. 
But well : the laſt haur hatt nofolowingbowzs-: | 1-121 
The hour is tum: whertn the ſite muſt die 16: ·— u r a 
Foz which he weltth,at ſpiders loate moccratiie 
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Tir karge toward the 
And being ſept to 

As he wold baue perft the 
The matde of the hou 


OE 2 


houſe, to the window did chop. 
hard to the copwebs top. 
bzome: friken 


AND THE FLINT, 


THE SPIDER 


He maide (by mine abſence) to be the moze bold, 
To woozke her will, as ſhe cam in, J went out. 
And lookte in at the window: her lo behold, 

She ſwept downe the topweb: the ſlie flew about . 
The parler round, Neuer moze luſtie noꝛ ſtout . 
The ſpider on the grounde: vnder the maides fcote, 
Zotceade him to death, and was aboute to doote. 


But the ſpſder (on knees ( liſt vp his hands hie. 
Beleching her (of milde maidenlie pittie, 

To be content to here him ſpeake ere he die: 

And to declare. Firft what he had doone, and then tohie: 
He did thoſe deedes: and ſo to judge him iuſtlie. 

And that ſhe wold (in meane time) ber foote withdzaw. 
Sight wherol: made his hed ake, and his ſtomock gnaw, 


To baniſh e quoth the made) all perthall pꝛetente, 

Ile heare and iudge thee,as thou didit the flie heere. 

gs ſtandth with reaton, law, cuſtom, and conſcience, 

So ſhalt thou haue good, bad, hie. low. fer oꝛ neere. 

And ſince: feare of mp foote; abateth thy cheere, 

Teaſt thou mightf take harme : of thine owne tonteight, 
That J withdzaw : and fo withdzewit freight. 


CT Inreaſoning of both ſides , che maide dꝛiueth the ſpider to 
graunt him ſelte conuinſt (by 
WBberdpon che { by eutkora)decreth the ſpar todie. De chen 
deſiring to ſpeake with his ſonne and hiscounſell, Which the 
mayde graunteth. Cap. si. 
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THE SPIDER 


hs and good maiſfres maidinlie maſde (quoth he) 
Leaning the bꝛim: tothe botum to wade, 
v9hat deedes J haue done here :you haue ſene and ſe, 
us hich are: the copwebs kms bere made, 
Or all ſpiders, the naturall traſe to trade. 
which to be impungde, we neuer herde no; (aw, 
In reaſon, tuſtom, conſcience,no; law, 


Spider (quoth the maide) know pe that J hard: 

All : this date betwene pou and the flie here ſaide. 
noherm J ſaw : the cauſe wherfoze pe iard: 
was not fo: that pe: copwebs here wzought andlaſde, 
But fo: the place pe wzought them in: as thus walde: 
Pou to beelde in top and top ſide: the ſlie heelde, 

Pou heelde the whole yours: in all places ts beelde. 


The lie heelde: that all lies hold all holes in freeholde 
Pou (foz all ſpiders) heelde that frehold all pours, 

Jn reaſon, law, and tuſtom, ech to other told, 

Pour minds in this matter: (at leaſte) tiue long hours, 
At end wherof,(t paſt both pour witts and pours: 

To take end pour ſelues, but weare dʒiuine to deuiſe, 
Arbiters ; to take an end by compzimile. 


Which matter:as both ſides waithed it and wounde if, 

Pour arbiters theare: the ant and butterflie, 

vBeare dꝛiuen to leaue it, at large as they founde il. 

v9hervpon pe finallf ; burdenuſlie: 

Burdend the tte, with cuſfom : therby ta die. 

uohich he tould not denie: and foz his defence, 

De gat the tale to be reaſond, in conſcience, — 
V9 


AND THE III. 


v9herein (by nature in yon : and reaſon in man.) 
xe let a diſcoszſe:reaſonabli ſounding, 

voith reaſon: and conſcience: that cuſfom to ſcan. 
vohearvpon appeerde: infallible grounding, 

To bing the fite iuſtlie, to bis confounding. 
And: had not bene pour bſurping : in this plaſe , 
Lonſcience : with cuſtom; had ſtand in thts tale. 


Luſfom graunteth: and tonſtiente not denithe: 
Diſturbing pour topwebs: wzought in top polke, 
The tlie (foz thoffence)accuſtomable dithe. 

Wut copwebs vpon copwebs : pirld in eth coffe: 
Allparts of windows to be ſo enboſte: | 
That no fite can paſſe : without deths entrupſion. 
Lonſcience conftruth that cuſtom ; cozrupſion. 


In taking the files part here: J take myne owne. 
I: being mayde of the houſe, my charge it is: 
To ſe copwebs cozrected. Thus over growne, 
And ſo will A do (ſpider) be ſure ofthis, 

vo ell (quoth the ſptder)yf I haue done a mis, 
Nedꝛeſſe mine ill doing: and let me go free. 
Nate nate ſpider (quoth the maide) thatmalenst be. 


Swept I theſe ſuperfluns copwebs now hence: 
Tetting thee paſſe ; in this window to remaine, 
Luffom: bath ſo toꝛrupted thi conſcience: 


well (quoth he) ſins ye like not (as apperth pletne) 
v9hat J haue done, yet here why: haue done it. 


wohich ſhall (J hope) appeale your Ire eueriwit 
Oo ili a 


That wheare is now one topweb, there ſhould be twalne. 


The 


LEY #44 * a, » Ah 9 n irn oof 7 * - : — 
"oa 9 . , . * 

1 1 Tint SE Af Fs 1. A 

. | = 2 FRY 4. 2 + 5 £ 

. WIT CEE TEST KA 

0 "A » +) Aa of 


F 
* 


THE SPIDER 


The whi (02 wherfoze) J did that I haue done, 

was: that ſlies (beyond nombze) did here reſozt; 
Blowing meate here (raw and roſte) beyond the mone. 
uo hich wꝛought your maſter and maiſtres in ſpeech ſhozt; 
To rebuke pou ſoze,to pour deepe diſtomtoꝛt. 

nohich to redꝛes: J, in pitteing oł you, 

Set nets to tatche flies: as J do nom. 


Bere is (quoth the made) one freivth told, and one lie. 
That flies haue my meate here outrageouſlie blowne, 
That is trulie ſaide: and it foz trew graunt J. 

that thou didit ſet nets here: all ouergrowne: 
Dught foz my pleaſure: and not all fo thine owne, 
Thats a falſe tale. To which: polliſie thee dꝛawſe, 
To win lauer at my handes, tlere without cauſe, 


But weare tfas trew as it is fals: yet thou: 
And thy familie: do me diſpleaſure moze: 
Then pleaſure in this ;foz your nie appzoch now, 
Is: to my mafer and maiſtres:an fpe ſoꝛe. 
Aboue the flies blowing: by degreeſe a ſtoze. 
Z hep both: lothe leſſe to haue (be it fleſh oz fiſh, 
Ten flies in their meate, then one ſpider in their diſh, 


And in their diſh woldſt thou and thine ſureltbe: 
It I (rather to late then in time dew) 

Zooke thee not vp: as is my tharge in dewte: 
Executing mine ofice, did J eſchew: 

To cozrect ſuch pꝛide in thee; as neuer grew: 
In ſpider erſt, then my maſter and maiſtres: 
Df mp rebuke, had iuſt cauſe of entres. 
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AND THE FLIY, 


And hate thou bene neuer ſo ſeruiſable: 
In doing thy dewtie: in manie things right. 
Pet : this thy vſurppacton abhominable, 


Hath dꝛowned thy thanke of thoſe dew done deedes :quight. 


us hich is to be witneſt, in all the wozlds ſight. 
All reaſons: in law, cuſtom, and conſcience weide, 
Againſt the fie, are now againſt thy ſelfe leide. 


And as thou madeff tuſtom thi chootanker cheefe, 
(Lontopning thereto: reaſon, law, and conſcience,) 

Ot the flies death ( by right) to make perfight p:refe, 
From lirſt age ofthe woꝛlo: had in conſequence, 

So bꝛing I cuſfom ; fet like fer time from hence. 
Cuſtom: is thi warrant :to ſucke the flies bzaine, 
vobhereto ; marke how cuſtom warrantth me againe. 


From the beginning: it is thattuſtomd gies. 

Vhen ſpiders in windowes their copwebs ſo make: 
That thep to fer effende:their-beholders ipes, 

The matde of the vouſe with her bꝛome: at a rake, 
Swepth vowne thoſe topwebs, and thoſe ſpiders take. 
nder het foote. And fo: ante interſeſſe, 

Thoſe ſpiders (with her foote) to deth the doth pꝛelle 


nohich tuſkom is vnderpꝛopped (as J ſalde) 

With reaſon, with law, and with conſcience :foz me, 
As ſtrongiſe in mp caſe, as foz thee in thine lade. 
Now ſpeake ſpider tanſt thou deni this (quoth the?) 
Nap fo: ſoth: J can not denſe it (quoth he) 

But am dꝛiuen to graunt it: and euin ſo J da. 
Pour mertitul hands, J commit me inta, 


THE SPIDER 


Thou ſhalt haue (quoth the) mertie euin as much; 
At mp hands, as the flie hould haue had at thine, | 
Laſt of all veine hope:ſins thy foztune is ſuch, 

Thy ſelfe framing foztune : to thy this rutne, 
Make pactence thy ſalue,foz this ſoze in fine. 

And make thee redie ſider : foz finallie, 

I r allure thee, thou ſhalt die. 


The change of his there at theſe woozds made me ſe, 
How the dzead of deth.could lambs of lions make. 
This lionltke ſpider: erſt feerce as could be, 

Feare, did all his furie : full fer then aſlake, 

Bis hart: (na purſnet was eaſie to take. 

Change (by chance)bzought him) at twinke of an ſye,) 
From twig top ofthe tree, at ths rote to lie. 


Theſe two things are meete things (as me thinkth)to note, 
The ſpider right now ſo hie: euin now ſo low, 

The lie right now at eb, euin now a flote. 

The tromp of his fame, neuer ſo hie did blow. 

Thothers tromp of ſhame, as hie in ſounde doth How... 

us hich blaſts of which tromps (in mine eare) blew this blatt: 
Fickill toʒtune, will neuer leave her old caff, 


PR 


But to the matter: the ſpider pzaide the maſde, 
To ſpeake with his ſon and hepze : befoze he dide: 
And with his counſell. She was content (ſhe ſaide) 
Lhaunce being meſſenger, thaunce thither treighthſde:; 
Dis ſon:and twelue councellers, hard by bis (ide. 
usherevpon: be theare and then diſcoozff his minde, 
Aa matter ſuch, as ye next this maie finde. 


The 
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THE £PIDIA 


M- dere childe, my nere freendes,and rouncello2s late 
| My ſhozt time: not a lowing long talke with pon, 
nohen J wold moſt long: and moſt deeplie debate: 
(Mine effate paſt and pꝛeſent) with pou all now: 
My talke moſt ſhozt; and ther by moſt leight talow: 
I muſt: and (ſms I muſt) will deuite to tell 
Charging mp child:and pzaing pou, to wale it well, 


This ſhoꝛt tale :ſhoztned by ſhozt time(as I lep,) 
Foz aground: of ferme framed foundacion: 
Upon theſe thzee pꝛintiples, J will here lep. 
The firſt: of my ſell, a declaration. 

The ſetond: to you, an exhoꝛtation. 

The third, ſoꝛ my ſelfe : a ſubmiſſtion: 

Foz remiſſion, ot my ill condifſion, 


Firſf : J declare and confeſſe my fozmer life, 

Lheefe : in time and place of mine auctozite: - 

To wzing to the wozſe ( by right oz wzong in irie) 
All dies oꝛ ſpiders: that wold and again me: | 
Their diſtruction, was mp kelitite. 

My diſpleaſure: (as J vſde it in quarell,) 
was: as iudgment of death. oz dethiike par ell, 


Mine ambicius deſſre, here to declare: 

In winning in windows, no one lo nie all. 
(uo bich J might haue kept: quletue to my ſhare.) 
nohen my winning was mot, J thought it to ſmall. 
The ſdooting at all: was my marke pzincipall, 
And now : ſhooting at all, A haue loft all quight. 
The meane: is the merle part: being ſoong right, 


1. 
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AND THE FLIEK 


And of the ts ertreme parts: (as I take it) 
The baſe: is better then the treble : to ſings 
Treble pꝛoſperite, reaſon doth make it: 

vs oꝛſe then baſe aduerſite, it appꝛouing: 

In the flies baſe: and ny treble ſtate: exſt mouing. 
P;oſperite, (as that ſlie ſaide) makth vs blinds. 
Aducrſitez (I feele) giueth ſight by kinde. 


vohen J had all: chat could welnie begot, 
Neiſtt eint of libertie, had bene my hell paine. 
How J hanenought, I weare content with lot: 
To ſit and beg: faſf locked in a chaine. 

A neuer fo obtaine ; moze eſfate a2 gaine: 

But onlie life and l{uing: ſuch as wold, 
Matutrins a beggars life, baſelte to hold. 


Wat Uke, Uberte, lands and all, muff J looſe, 
And J confeſſe me to leeſe all, woꝛthili. 
Euerie wight is woꝛthie to haue: as he dooſe. 

Lands, life, and goods, ol manie flies: had haue J. 
And now muſt J leave liſe, lands, and 
Tbis long learnd leaſan, I late had fozgottun. 
Our meſurs mette to other, ſh1l to vs be mottun. 


Bak in this meaſure, here me meaſure right. 
How wzong iudgers. wzong tudgements: in this text laſe, 
Sum expounde tt ſo largelie, that in their ſight: 
v9heare aucthoziſed (ndges : poniſhment waie: 
Meſaring harme: to harme doers : thill to tap: 
If anie ill: cum to thoſe iudges: ett ſone, 
eee 


Wut 


THE SPIDER 


Eut: thoſe (udgements growof this cond illlon: 
Maltce arogant, oz ingnozance inſolent. 
Mothers: of erronius erpoſiſſion, 

This text hath a limit: how fer it hath bent: | 
Such harms as chance (ndges:; oz ſuch as aſſent: 
To pꝛoture poniſhment : to ſuch asarenought,  - 
Thoſe harms ; vato them:foz that, ate not wzought. :- 


Judgements of the great god, art ſecret (we know: 
a tudge vling iuſtice: of iuſt trew dealing: 

The god mal? pontfh, foz other things that grow. 
VShich he knowth,and we know not: (bp reuealing) 
And oftimes the good: (their glozte enſealing: | 

He pon(ſhth ſum here, as ſtandeth with his will. 
Whole meſures he knowth,(of mans meſurs) leatt᷑ ili. 


But: fo2 ſuch falſe meſurers : as Jhabie bene; 
This meſure is made, and dewlie put (nvze. 

At hands of the great god, oft directlie ſene. 
Night meſure motun, fa: wzong motun meſure, 
And (oftimes)he doth his inſfruments p:ocure 
As now this maſde: right meſurer to me is, 
As JI to other, aue meſurde wzong ere this. 


This declaration: onepartoftheſeth;e,. 
vohat J haue partlie bene, hath made you here. 
w9hereby : what taſe J am in, here pou ſe. 

vo hith ſight and hereing, maie be mirroꝛ clere: 
To locke in: all times ofthe daie and the pere. 

' Foz ſpiders hie: and ſpiders bnderneth. - - 

Zo kepe with lite, that I haus loft with deth: 
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4 
And fo to do, A thall you all exhozt: 9 
a | f 
| 
| 


(That ſhall ſuccede me ftreight in place of ſuch pozf, 
s J firſt began: in ſuperiozite.) 

In few woezns (which mart malt tm unit ms, 

Foz the which while (my child to memoſt dere: 


Thy weeping leane, andleythine rare to here. f 


Thoſe things : that thou haff herd me here derlare, | i 
By which: thou ſeeſt thy father caff awale, 
To ſauethy ſelfe (mp child)ſe thou pʒepare: 1 
To fiee the ſame: by temperate ſtevie ſtay, jf 
The contrarie of my demenure ay: | | 
Shall ay defend thee ſo in euerie caſe, 

As tpou both toned and dad, Hall kepe thi plate. 


Againſt my lotletee, ble thon ſimphicitee. 1 
Igainft my wꝛong vſurping, vie thou right. 11 
Againſt mp pꝛide, ble thou humilitee. bl 
Againſt my wzath,vſe tharite: inſight. 
Againſt mp hate, in loue haue thou delighf. 
Againlt theſe ills: and other folowing mee, 
Note theſenext ills : not to folow, but to flee. 


voheare kruth is taken freaſon: and traltoꝛs in fru# : 

voheare faith is framd fantie: and fancie feind feith; Rt 
vohere loſels ouer lozds; ley at their luſt: | 1 
vobere witleſle :as wileſte: the wittie out weith : {| | 


v9here mertie to the meeke: meare malite dilmeith: 
vohere dawtocks: in doctrine: haue dominatlan, 


A here doth deuſſion,bzing deſolacton. 
Pp itt Let 


THE SPIDEA - 


et truch be the bage, in wham thou truſt doſt take. 

et not firme faith be leff : fo2 fikill fancie, | 

Fetrewld lozds ; rewle rewleſſe loſels, when thep craks, 
Zet wiſe wiſdom,ouer wey wttleſe lolli. 

Zet malice paſſe: bſe meſurable mercie. _ | 
Let thunlearnd : in doctrine ;to the learnd: giue plaſe, 

Zet paffo:s be pla lte, as I place them in caſe, 1 


In plate ot a Gepherd , plate not a eye. 

In place of a ſhepe, place not a ſhephard. 

In no plate: place a wolle, the flotue to kepe: ee 
The ſheepe oz the wolle, to the ſhepherds place pꝛetardz 
y fatntneſle ; oz fercenecſe, the flockemuſt be mard. 
Place thou thy ſhepherds: ſach ſhepherds to be, 

As from the ſheepe: and wolle, vle the meane decrs, . 


Dfenderspenſfcnt ( fo; offences pat, 
Sauing of whom: offendth not the > kate, 

- Noz encoꝛageth other: to offend the moze 1 
Lozrect,as mertie male rigoz moderate. 
But to this, make this a ground fnutolate. 9 58 
Upon ſturdie tit ſkanders: in violenſie, 7 * 
Dꝛaw thy ſwozy of tuſtice, Hharpned charplie. They) _ 


And marke (my ſon) theſepoints ALL 
In commun oꝛder, oł thy gouerning. * 
Who: boneſtlie doth, as other honelt do: . 

And ſaith as thoſe honeft ſafe: 0; ſaſthnothing, . 
Are him not what he thinkth,foz marke this othing: 
us hoſe deede and his thought: repangnantlie varie, 
Bis wooꝛd and his thought: tar line wiſe tontrarie. 
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AND THEZS 1711, 


Zoue to be loued, and hate to behated. $i 
Ol thole that loue good: and hate fll;otherwiſe, . 
Hauing hate of thill : foz iuſtite infflie rated, ty 
Hate ſo, be thou glad to haue, and by ſuffice, iÞþ 
Lontinew that hate: in ſnſeant ſiſe. 
In whom by their fauts)to thee fautleſſe itd;awſe: 9 
To continew: dy their continewed cauſe, i 
| 


Touching right oꝛ w2ong : of both mulk thou chooſe one, 10 
As thus: eyther to do wong: oz to take wong. N | 
Rather take it then do it: ſe thou do none. j 
The wꝛong that J haue done (the flies here among) i 
Df myne lll: thetr il: hath bene partlie a long. 4 
Anſwere mine ill all (alas) freight muff J do. 1 
And as much of thetrs, as mine hath fozff them fo. ai 


Dffpider oz lie: fewde to :fo2 onght in grant, 11 
Ere thou graunt,loke what, where, z why thou grauntct if 
But graunts once paſt thee(at ſuters (ates inſfant,) 
Perfozme them fall : without reffreint anie whit. 
Perfoꝛmante of pꝛomiſe, perfitelte doth knit: 
Suth credence: to all: (they perfozming the fame) 
As winth them lat freendſhip,and perpetuall fame, 


Thy teunteli chooſe, in theſe condffeſons bent. 
Few, wiſe, ſettet, expert, temperate, and trew, 
Satiffide with ſuffitientie, and diligent. 
All ſale of iuſtite: and all offers teſtheto: 

A bat ſhall to thee,02 commun welth hindꝛante dzews 
Their taking wherof: ſeming winning to bee: 

Map leeſe them with all theirs,and all thine with thee. 


THE SPIDER 


Here haue J geuen thee ſon:ſuch exoztacion, 

As weake wit: and ſhozt time will ſuffer in mee. 
wo bich: tf thou vle, at thy fathers contemplacion, 
Behold then (my lon)thpne owne pꝛoſperttee. 
Pfnotf, behold thy fathers aduerſitce. 

As rightite and rightfully on thee to light, 

As on thy father, thou ſeeſf it now light right. 


Now: to you ot his counſell; marke what J deules, 
In pou, lithe the putting in vꝛe ol all this. 

ou are his hands, his feete, his eares, and his ipes: 
Dering, feeling, oꝛ ſceing,in him ſmall is: 

To walke oz to woozke with: pou woozking amis: 
vou are the myꝛroꝛs: that all lsokers looke in. | 

As you wogzke, they woozke: but you mult rt begin, 


In which woozke, this walke, J exozte you fo take. 
Walke in amite,woozke in bnite. .. 

The anſwere of ſaters,expeditelie make. 
Serch their ſubiefſtiorts; how they male agree: 

To be graunted, with honozable honelte. 
Dffenders againſt you, when pe will chalenge, 
Neuer dzaw his ſwozd: pour quarels to reuenge. 


Theſe be the great grounds: pꝛeſentlie bzought in minde. 
They paſſing two parts: ol my pꝛomiſed thzae. 
Me to declare, pou to exozt,in ſuch kinde, 

As mate ſhow cauſe of repentance in me, 

' Foz ils paſt: and foz thills to cum:in ye, 

Warning to a volde. chirdli and laſtlie nao. 

To wſtneſſe my ſubmiſſion, A hal pzay re.. | 


„ 
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AND THE FLINT, [| 
Firſt fo the great god, J bumblie and wholſe: þ 
Submitte me: euine ſo beſeching his mertie: y ; 
Foz all my great ſin : and all offenſife follie; ? 
Againf him committed. Secondarilie: 9 
Ot all the whole woꝛlde here: J generallie, N 


Are oꝛgeueneſle. 19here: and in what: mine offences n 
To traue fo2geaenefle: chargith my conſcience, | 


Thirdlie (and ſpetiallie) good maiſtres maide: 0 
Pour diſpleaſare toward me: to bzing appeaſed, We 
A pꝛave: your beningnite to be diſpla de, . 
To foꝛgiue mp gilt ; which hath pou diſpleaſed 
And not onlie diſpleaſed, but diſeaſed. 
Hamelie now : in freyning pour arms long and ſmall, 
To tlenſe pour window, ot vntumlie copwebs all. 


Fourthlie and finallie, remiſſion ſonght: 

y ſubmiſſion, to all ſpiders and fliſe: 

Mat J in this window haue oſtended dught: 

In taking oz geuing the hooles in ſach ſiſe: 

Oz ſtretched my copwebs here: in ſuch wide wiſe: 
As ſtreightned ante part: of their lawfull right, 
Ol them, on knees: I pꝛape fozgeueneſle in ſight. 


Here end J: ſauing ſir woozds here to be ſaide; 

Unto my child: J ; (him in mine arms haning:) 

$:onounſed in pour hering (good maiſtres maſde:) 

Pour liſente wherto,is mine humble crauing. 

V9irhoat woozd of anie ill, in depzauing. 

Content (quoth ſhe) wherwith in arms he fooke him. 

Saping theſe woozdes,while ſhe _ looke him. 8 
q Nod. 


THE SPIDER 


C After a few wefull woozdes ofthe ſpider had to his ſonne 
(they bothe claſpynge eche other in armes verie naturally) 
he &yfeti» and bliſſeth him. Wherewpth that ſonns 
with all the twelue ſpiders dolefullie departe from — ſpi⸗ 

r. „93. 
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AND THE FLIE, 


B depe deſired ſight, of thee my childe dere: | by 
Behold thy father, how he beholdeth thee, | [ih 
To thy mother, and bꝛother, thou ſhalt appere: \ 
After this weeping time: woꝛne out of pou thzee, = 9 
Zo pout comfozts oftimes: but no time moꝛe to me, IN 
Our departings differ,nothing moze(bnneth) git 
Pou fro me tolife,J from pou to death, g 0 
3 

Now here inſighf,as I ſhould neuer be hence, . 
Streigbt hence from light, as J had neuer bens hera if 
Well: farewsll; vſe to thy mother obedience. | 14 
As thy bꝛother, let bzotherlte loue appere. be 


Lommend me to them both{mp Jueis dere) 
AI bliſe thee : kiſſe thou me: thep did ſo: and (0, ' 
LZothlie he loſed his arms, and leete him go. 
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AND THE III. 


He water ran downe the checkes, of them both two; X 
The maide pitteing both, wept as faſt thaie, * 
But foꝛ that ſhe muſt do: moze then the wold do, | ; 
The ſpider had bene foꝛgeeuen, and gone his wais. þ 
But they gone weeping awate,(without delale:) 
The ſpider laping p:oftrate :the thervpon, | 
Setting her loste —— f 
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THE'SPIDER 


che may2e hath befoꝛe her the twelne ſpiders and the 
twelac flies that had bene befoze in plate. And vpon her ſhow 
that all farms doone by om Ing is growne by 
nrplo2der,fhye ſynally deuiſeth edzefle in poynting them 
to grow to oꝛder. 
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AND THE FLIK 


pon this erecucſon done, che hath now: 
Beſg;e her,theſe twelue ſpitcrs with thoſe twelus fila 
That erſt weare there: they erſt menſioned to you. 
Unto which nombze,ſhe did theare deutſe, r 
Lertaine pꝛetepts geeuen: in wooꝛds weightte and wile, | 
Which to repeate ; as rightlie as J can, 
I will. And in this wiſe her tale began. 


To traine the time and tarie you (quoth the) 

In taltze of pour fozefauts, folli it weare. 

The ſmart : both doth and will, ill tell if pe. 

But what thing bzought that ſmart:eche when and wheare)' 
T hat: heare to here,eche one lep to his eare. 

Which thing batefite to tell: bztefend to fozder, 

Was onlie in yau all, this thing : miſozder, & 


As god oꝛderlie treated creatures all: 

So weare thep treated, to ozderlie entent. 4 
To vſe them ſelues, ech treature in his call, F! 
Df which created loꝛt: the creatoz ment, i 
Spiders and flies twapne, to oꝛder to relenf. Fl 
The latke wherof on pour ſides : witneſſeth weele, f 
To haue wzought diſpleaſure on all ſides,cuerideelg 


On all ſides J ſafe : meaning theſe ſides therby. 
Pour ſides, my ſide, mp maſter and maſters ſide, 
Firſt fo2 your ſives:the ſmart ſhowth feelingly, 
On my ſite: inch rebukes as Ja bide, 

£Ofthem ſoz you.ſceming pour fauts ta hide. 

And cn their ſides: beit moſt viſpleſaunt ſrghf, 
To ſe lpidors aud fites;out of oder guight. 
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Spiders ſpinning in windows welnie, in their facſs. 
Spightfullie haue ſponne. And lies innumerablie: 
To blow their meate: haut made their commun tracis, 
Thus: lacke ofozder on pour two ſides pzoue J; 

To haue bzought all ſides: to liue diſpleſantlie. 

To mp maſters and maiſtres greefe , greatii growne, 
v9hole which greefe : to me, is moze then mine owne, 


By whoſe appointment vnder them as now: 
A(bauing here the cure, ) muſt bane the care, 
To aſſine red;efſe; foz which J ſent foz pon. 
To pou: and to all yours in you, to declare: 
D2zver, to eaſe all ſpiders and flies that are. 
And all other: ſuch as haue bene anolde, 
Sy lache of oder, which pe ere this diſtroide. 


That ſpiders and flies: are the creatures of god, 

And all his creatures : in their creation good, 

I know and aknowledge. O; els gods fozbod, 

I bateneſther the ſpiders ; noz the files bzopd, 

Jloue all: as behoueth maſdenlie mood. 
All his creatures in an ozder, we muſt lone: 

That oꝛderlie vſs them ſelues ; as doth behoue, 


And ſuch as be ill: pet male we not hate: 
The pecſens : but the ill in the perſons ſeene. 
This learnd J of a pzeachec : that pzeached late: 
And of my ſeife (I thanke god) I baue not bene: 
So much giuen to hate (ante perſon Jmeene 

Be they ſpiders: be they flies ; what ever they be: 
But Jean ve all, as ſangth with eharits, 


ANMDTHE TIL 


And charitublie ſuch an oꝛder to ſet: 1 
To ſet you in reit: and the ſayde reſt therby, 
au fauts in all paſt; to fozgeue and fozget, 
That will Jyou all todo. And ozderly; ; 
Ethone to ble him ſelfe ozdinarilie: | 
; 
; 


And eche bie other: in euerie kind of cauſe, 8 
as thold knowne well ozdered cuſtome,vewll dzabvſe, | 


And that is this: pe ſpiders in tip of top: 

Oz in top ſides of windows: ſhall make 
Aboue the rech of my bzoome: ko cruſh az crop 
Ante part therof: not ſet like an ale Tabs, 
Woudlte to bzag your ſelues:and bing files in bzake, 
But in place to lie: moſt hie and molk hiddin. 


Spiders thus plaſte, cuſtoms oꝛder hath biddin 


This auntient 0zyor (tn dm woozdss) here geeuens, 
Js all that J axe: in pon ta bo vſed. 
In lacke wherof,in all ſozow pou are dzeenene. 
In ble therof,tn ſolace vou in eluſed. 
Mytoꝛder: bztnging you thus confuſed, 
Let ozder : by your leauing of milozder, 4 
Quletael on wat lives,and all ies fever 0 i 
3 | | 


THR SPIDER 


By oꝛder from milozder)pou to redeeme, | | 
(From ſozowes of all ſozts to ſolace ſo ſoʒted,) 

Is cauſe of my cuming. Not by meancs extreeme, Wn 
But by molt milde meanes:that mate be (mpozteds 

Jn oꝛder to ſet you: and ſe pou comfozted | 

To kepe oꝛder. H herin you obeying mee, - 

we map liue in loue all; eche in his degree. 


Ethe in his degree (J ſaie) mark that point well. 
Pour lacke ot᷑ liuing ſo, (pe ſee) mardpou all. 
Lheefle pou ſpiders: vſurping to extell: 

In gouernance :out of your plate naturall. 
ushich fo; few peares paſt, — kept flies ſo th;all, 
That vou (welnie) bzought flies: to graunt to agree, | 
Pou : as head gouernousgenerall bee, | 


In which vſurpacton: pe offended, | 
Nature, reaſon, my mafer, maſſfres,and me. 
Gouernours, nature hath tommonlie bended: 
Ouer ſuch kinds ts goucrne, as them ſelues be. 
Beaſt ouer beaffs, foull ouer fowls, as we ſe 
Man ouer men. And infeare and aw is than, 


Z hunreaſonable beaſte, to reaſonable man. 


Nature pe offend : in planted platne pzoſe here, 
To take rule of other kinds, then pour kind is. 
Keaſon : pe offend, in that ye here appere, 
To take vz0n pon, the bie of mine atis. | 
- Me: pe offend in the ſame ; and vnts this, 
2 ————— 
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Bat leane this, and take that: mine oꝛder erff told. 
Keepe pou pour plates, and let me keepe mine. 
As nature: and tuſtom: willeth you of old. 
v9hile reaſon: and cuſtam: do me clexeencline:; - | : 
My matters and maiffres will: towoozk in fine; - © .- 
As Jbnder them: and you buderme,  * 
Map louelie liue (J (ate) tch in dew degree. 


The ſpiders and files; perteyuing by her ale: 
Thathe (in this matter) had ſatde what ſhe wald. 
Au retopling,one ſpider aſſinde to ſale; 

In fuch maner : as good mauer: might him bold, 
This effect in theſe woozds, to this maide he told, 
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AND THE FLIYEK, 


Df extelent maide, and maiffres of ours. 
Pour milde and motherlle pzecepts: gruen bs thus, J| 
In oꝛder old; reuiued now: at hand of pours, 5 Y 
Zack wherof (as ye ſaide) the ſozowes in vs: W 
Hane witneft that, of them, the tauſe in diſcus. 1 
Pour woods wherin told: to our deedes therinfelf, | 
Do rut vs, wilhadoble witnelſe delt. 


d double o2 freble (pea quatreble) cauſe: 
manie cauſes mo: then I tan nom tell: 

ue we: to heps 0;der as pour will vs dawſe, 
Spiders and alles haue liued, like as in bell. 
Sins new mtſozder ; did thold oꝛder expell, 

Ss; our bound dutie obatyng pour ppecept, 
your pleaſure,butour p;ofits,to ſe kept. 


wobich: A pomile foz vs, and all ſpiders els: 1 
To bs obſerued.As ferfoozth as we mate, | 
And A (quoth one nie) foz all flies as he tels: 
Mꝛomiſe: foz azder to walke the ſame waie · 
all, that euer we ſaw this dais. 

the great god: foz you now and ener, 
In pzoſperns pzoſperite, to perſeuer, 


voell freends (quoth the maide) to enter ider now: 
. his in all ſpiders and tlieſe. 
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AND” THE'FLIE; | 


In all cozners. | 

Ech topweb (with her bzoome) the 
wem ſeene: in caſemunds,ns? 
n her cleareclenſing wherof: out went dee 


And in tam I, der wos ip there to ſe. 
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AND'THE | FLIE | 
Fholding the window: ſeeing enerſe roome: 
Cleane and emptie, ſaue tee flies amid that plat; 
And in the top (without reche of ho maids bzoome) - » 
Lozners of copwebs vanety ſene, and ta that: 
All thinges in quiet caſe: ſo that I could nat 
Df anie matter; bs ante furder winner, 
A went from the window, to the booꝛde to dinner. 
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The concluſion with an expo⸗ 


N one peece 
r ee | 


[After olde beginning) newiy bzonght to ende. 

The thing, peres mo then twentie ſince it begoon, 
To the thing: yeres mo then ninetene, nothing doon. 
The krewte was grene: J durtt not gather it than, 
Foz feare ofrotting : befoze riping began. 

The loſſe, (it on the frewterers hande lpſng:) 
Had (in that miſfery) mard his occupying. 
— — — hath itpaſl 
with the firff, and ended with the laſt. 

— ende wherof (as at beginning) J pꝛap. 
All readers that trade it (in al that we map.) 
Ech one reader: to ſcan this parable ſo, 
As our moſt : dfligently may go: 
In ſpeech of fp and flies lautes: hereſhowne:) 
To conſiderate weying,offautes of our owne. 
And them (by grace) tamend, fo: contoꝛd growing, 

As ſpiders and flies : grow to, here ſhawing. 
n fauters ; erſt c epented, and paff, 

fauts (J hope) none: on him ſelf tan now tall: 

— ed here in the ſpiders cruelte: 
Touching deedes and deathes of thoſe : that ſa paſt be: 
et vs rather (when memozie them to mind calls.) 
Zament their falſe tatktes: d rxetoyte thetr toule falls, 
And pꝛate faz them, as we hope they pꝛay foz us, 
That they and we: by goddes mercifull diſcus, 
May (after ſtrite together tn life carnall,) 
Flue and loue together ; in life eternall, 


] Haue, (good readers) this parable here pende: 
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And foz the chiefſpider and file :vnderffand: 
Spider that dide:and flie that ſtapte, at mapdes bend, 
As in that figure: both: moſt charitablie: act +4 
Thone in deede dieing:thother redie to die, 

So ſhould we: not onlie die, hut alſa liue. 
— — dethide pine. 
Pe ſe alſo: that this fygure here implies, 

Foz ſtrife n windowes: betweene ſpiders and files, 
The plat of all the woꝛld, and people therin. 
In which wozld: which people : fall now begin; 120100 
25y counſellof thoſe two: tocutofallfirines: | 
By cuting of:all cauſe offfrife ; in all partie 
2s they both: (ehe in his laſt tals) did deniſe, ... 
The firſt tale: in chapter four ſeoze andeight hört: 

The ſecond in fours ſrozo ad tivelnedoth 89a 01 
Thadaice in both turnd to: it to here and had: 
Turning their perſons to onres (im thoſe tales told,) 
Then ſhall we lirſt ſe, and after feele: what freie, 


Our rigbt doing (againſt wong) Hall rerute. 


vobich:; zi eee 16 
Tedius Iteration therof A let paſſe. ac her't in 

As J C fo; tediouſnelſe and other cauſes.) 0/79 
Omit (to remit) the nombze ofclauſes, 

To thoſe : rn 
Moze them am J,vnto mozaliſation. 
I leaue to the learnd; thecozps of this matter 
Dow beete(as Jean)Icrausleaue toſmatter 

In vttring my lantie: vnder (ubmiſlan,. / mY 
Touching the a as a : | 
8 


—- .. 
— 
= 


And: ſaue tuſtam ol iuſitite:ſoſt her therto, 

Toth was ſhe : exetuſion on him to do. 11.34 
Her bꝛome not lwozd'of rigoz, (Doble edgid blade) 
But the bꝛanthe of mertie: that milde maiden made. 
finallie: vpon dor benigne behauer: 

Appealing all this furie : with all this lauer, 
In ſpiders and tles: without ſtripes to ffint ſfrife, 
All plate in tight ytate : to plate pꝛoſperus life, 

Eth one in him ſeile an molt toyfull top ioyde, 

and eche one to other, tet toxes they implolde. 
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All fopſng in her:as thefrredempſlon, 
Ok raſt, long erſt had in 
All bent (as all weare bounde) in all that they maſe, 
That maide (in her ofice) to loue and obate. 
voherwith : as this parable here taketh ende, 
So J: (with a few'wozdes therin) an ende intende. 
Ok this laſt peece: pleine interpꝛetation, 

Fighteth in the lap of imagination. 

vo dict of fozce, in weying the ſence literuil 
Llerelie conueithe the ſence alligozicall, e 
To our fufferaſgne Zadie, Queene Marie, and maſde, 
At gods bzinging whom to her crowne,may be laide: 
Dur ipke ſtrite tien: and moze then like to riſe, 
Thenſhowth here riſen: betweene ſpiders and fifes. 
Whole ſwozde like a bzome : that ſwepth out filth cleane: 
Not a ſwozd that fileth the houfe:by blvdiemeane, 
This mertitull matdentooke in hand toſweepe, 
Her window: this realme. Hot to kill, but to kerpe: 
au in quiet. On her bzinging vs therto, 

As that maide( all ſpiders and flies )ſhowth to da. 
and as vnder that mapde: ſpider dide but one, 

So vnder this maide: ſaue one, tin ettett none. 
And as that one: vnder that one matde did die: 
Repentaunt, ſo this other repentauntite; | 
Under this other maide: thedethmeeklie tooke. 

All ſin; with all ſinfull errours, be fozſooke. 

Df god: crauing fozgiueneſſe pꝛintipallie, 
And then of the wozld. And moſt ſpecſallie; 


Ot this mapdehis maſtres. us ho (tlerlie) him fo;gane, 
As that maide did that ſpider,when he did traue. 
Ss lui 


And 


THE CONCLYSION, 


And as that maide: lothlie fo:lf by iuſt cuſfum: 

was dꝛeuin to bzing that one: texcucſon to cum, 

So this maide: ſaue like that maide: by fozce was dzeuine, 
u9as with that maide: (foz pitie)moze then euine. 

And as that maidins moſt quarell was addikf: 
Foz that: ſpiders and flies ; in that window kikt: 
Againſt the will ol her maſter and maiſtres, 
So did this maide: her cheefe quarell addzes: 
To vs (0: toi bs) as the pꝛeſept: 
Of her maſter and maiſtres: had not kept. 
And as that maide tooke thoſe fantes much moze fo hart: 
In reſpect ofher maſters and maiſtres part: 

Then foz her owne part, (her part being not ſmall; 

In that the redzes: ſhe was charged with all. 

So: vnder her maſter and maiſtres, this meyde: 

Being they like inſtrument: to le thinges wepde, 

She weyde that. noith moze greefe to ſe them offend(d, 
Then foz ought; that on her owne part dependid. 

Her mafter Chꝛiſt, the head maſter pzincipall. 

Her maiſtres, mother hollie church catbolicall. - 

And as that one malde: with that one ſtroke ol her bzoomes 
Llenſed her window clere in euerie roome: 
Getting ſlies at liberte: in their right rate; 
Blaſing ſpiders likewiſe in attuſtumd fate: 
Woynting both partes ; path of direct directions 
To trace and treade in: as welthes pzotection, 

S0 this one ma 6: with this one Froks of hr Cj 
From long tbzall thzaldom, hath ſet bs clere a bozd, 
{Bopnting vs our places( and pathes) of old knowne!: 


Great gides, both to goſfiie and wozlblie at" 4 


- 


1 aces... „ 
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Thus fer goth this figure:and this expoſiſtion: 
Betweene that mayde, and this maide. A _ condilcion, 
On her part fulfild. vdhervpon let vs 
Plate our parts in this part: all parts to 
To this maide, as ſpiders and flies to that — 
Zet our bancrs of obedience be diſpla ide. 

Of lene, the bage. of reioyſing, the right roote. 
And ef our owne welth(s, the right and full boote. 
Youe we her, and obey we her, as we 
And alſo our ſuffrayne Lozde : Philip: to 1 
By god : as god bzought her to vs. which 
Lonſopned one: in matrimonſall trapne: 
oth one alſo : in auctozite regall: 
Theſe two thus made one: bathe one here we call, 
which two thus one, reioyſe we eueriechone, 

And theſe two thus one, obey we all as one, 
Effectuallie : as thoſe ſpiders and flies, 
Figuratiuelie, that one retongnies, 

Beſeching god that bzought them, to keepe them here: 
In long pꝛoſperus raigne. And ot his mertie mere: 

s to bliCe vs: that on this bleſſed ſocke, 

He bing ſuch tmpes : as ouer their fapthfull locke: 

As their pzogenitozs do rapgne pzeſentlie, 

They (after them) male raigne perpetuallie. 

And foz gift of theſe two thus one: to vs geuine, 

To peld the thzee and one thankes ; (as we are dzeulne, 
And alſo them, conclude we this cuen thus. 
Thanke we god foz them, and god and them foz vs, 
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